Young People “Speak Out” on Access to All

“Different races, Different places; Access for all Ages”

“We, the representatives of young people and youth organizations, from 14 countries representing 6 regions globally, make the following declaration to voice our concern and confirm our responsibility in working to control the epidemic and end the stigma and discrimination faced by all those living with or affected by HIV and AIDS”. 

July 8-9, 2004 in Bangkok, Thailand

Over 10 million young people globally are living with HIV/AIDS, and over 12 million are affected; orphaned because of AIDS. One of our peers is infected with HIV every 15 seconds. 

In spite of the different ways young people become infected in each of our countries, we share many of the same concerns regarding:

1. The incomplete information and poor quality or lack of life skills education provided to young people on HIV/AIDS, sexuality, reproductive health and drugs.

2. The continued stigma and discrimination faced by those living with and/or affected by HIV/AIDS, including those orphaned because of AIDS.

3. Our lack of access to quality, youth-friendly health services, in particular to confidential HIV testing, condoms, and to treatment and care for youth living with HIV/AIDS.

4. The societal attitudes, religious and cultural norms that inhibit open and honest communication about HIV/AIDS and sexuality between adults and young people.

5. The increase in sexual violence among children and young people, in particular girls, e.g. rape, sexual commercial exploitation and domestic abuse.

We claim our right to participate in the fight against HIV/AIDS, and we urge leaders to work with us to ensure: 

1. Young people’s ability to gain access to funding for youth activities and organizations, increased financial resources for local services providers and greater transparency in resource allocation by governments. 

2. Access to information and life skills for HIV prevention, reproductive health, drug prevention and correct condom use 

· The information needs to be available and accessible to all young people. 

· Schools must provide HIV education to students and ensure that teachers are adequately trained to educate and support our peers.

3. Access to youth friendly services, confidential HIV testing, quality condoms, and needle exchange programs for young injecting drug users.

4. Access to treatment, care and emotional support for young people living with HIV/AIDS.

5. Access for all women for prevention of mother to child transmission programs so that no more children are born with HIV.

6. Safe and supportive environments, free from stigma and discrimination, with adequate laws and policies to ensure our protection.

