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Section 1.1: Definitions

Exercise 1:
Definitions in your country

1. Prepare a note on legal definitions of ‘child’ in your country (or the country you live or work in,
if it is different from your country of origin).

2. What is the age of majority (i.e. the age at which childhood legally ends) in relation to:
� criminal responsibility (being tried and sentenced as an adult);
� financial responsibility (for example acquiring a bank loan or signing a mortgage);
� service in the armed forces;
� the right to vote;
� marriage;
� consent to sexual activity?

3. Is there any difference between girls and boys in relation to these legal age provisions?

4. If your country has specific legislation relating to trafficking, is the age of ‘child’ specified in it?

5. How is ‘trafficking’ defined in law in your country, and are any means of coercion necessary in
the recruitment of a child (as opposed to an adult)?

6. If you work with a specific agency or organization, do you work with an agency-specific
definition of ‘trafficking’ or ‘child’?

7. Do you consider that differing definitions of ‘child’ and ‘trafficking’ have implications for your work
(at either policy or programming level)? Explain these and suggest how they can be overcome.

Exercise 2:
Terms related to the trafficking of children

Consider the following terms that are regularly used in discussions of child trafficking. Consider
what they mean, how they are used and why this term is more/less useful than other equivalent
terms. Think about any disagreements or discrepancies relating to the use of these terms or how
people interpret them. Be ready to share your thoughts with others.

� Child/ childhood

� Adolescent/ young person

� Adult/ adulthood

� Victim/ victimization

� Perpetrator

� Exploiter

� Trafficker

� Trafficking/ child trafficking

� Migration/ migrant

� People smuggling

� Sex/gender

� Family/ extended family

� Child labour/worst forms of child

labour

� Slavery

� Decent Work/ employment

� Education/ learning

� Vocational/ skills training

� Poverty

� Racism

� Discrimination

� Exclusion

� Displaced person/refugee

� Disability

� Commercial sexual exploitation of

children (CSEC)
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