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The day will come 

when nations will be judged 

not by their military or economic strength, 

nor by the splendour of their capital 

cities and public buildings, 

but by the well-being of their peoples: 

by their levels of health, nutrition and education;

by their opportunities to earn a fair reward for their

labours; by their ability to participate in the

decisions that affect their lives; by the respect that is

shown for their civil and political liberties; 

by the provision that is made for those who are

vulnerable and disadvantaged; 

and by the protection that is afforded to the 

growing minds and bodies of their children.

The Progress of Nations, published annually 

by the United Nations Children’s Fund, is 

a contribution towards that day.

T H E P RO G R E S S
O F N A T I O N S

1 9 9 9



ii

Copyright © The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), New York, 1999 

UNICEF
3 UN Plaza
New York, NY 10017

E-mail: pubdoc@unicef.org
Web site: www.unicef.org

Permission to reproduce extracts from this publication will be freely granted, provided application is made to the
Editorial and Publications Section, Division of Communication, UNICEF, at the above address and due credit is
given in any subsequently published material.

The cover flag image does not represent the flag of any country.
Cover photo mosaic: Courtesy of ArcSoft, Inc., Fremont, CA, USA.
All photographs from the UNICEF HQ photo collection.

ISBN 92-806-3472-0

E.99.XX.6 (Copies may be ordered from United Nations Publications, 2 UN Plaza, Room DC2-853, New York, NY
10017, USA. Fax no. (212) 963-3489; E-mail: publications@un.org.)



iii

Commentaries represent the personal views of the authors and do not necessarily reflect UNICEF policy.

Photo credits of children on the league tables (left to right):
UNICEF/95-1011/Pirozzi; UNICEF/96-0262/Toutounji; UNICEF/97-0859/Lemoyne; 
UNICEF/97-0466/Horner; UNICEF/90-0017/Tolmie; UNICEF/95-0913/Lemoyne.

F O R E W O R D
By Kofi A. Annan, Secretary-General of the United Nations v

T H E  R O L L  O F  T H E  D I C E
Commentary by Carol Bellamy, Executive Director of UNICEF 1

League table: The child risk measure 4

Data briefs: Progress and disparity 6

A  P R I C E L E S S  L E G A C Y
Commentary by H.E. Sheikh Hasina,
Prime Minister of Bangladesh 9

League table: Vitamin A supplementation 12

Data briefs: Progress and disparity 14

T H E  A I D S  E M E R G E N C Y
Commentary by H.E. Janat Mukwaya,
Minister of Gender, Labour and Social Development in Uganda 17

League table: Children orphaned by AIDS 20

Data briefs: Progress and disparity 22

D E B T  H A S  A  C H I L D ’ S  F A C E
Commentary by Sir Shridath Ramphal,
Co-Chairman of the Commission on Global Governance 27

League table: External debt as a percentage of GNP 30

Data briefs: Progress and disparity 32

S T A T I S T I C A L  T A B L E S

Statistical profiles 34

Less populous countries 37

Age of data 38

Abbreviations 38

C o n t e n t s



iv

U
N

IC
E

F
/9

7-
05

07
/M

ur
ra

y-
L

ee



v

Kofi A. Annan

Secretary-General

United Nations

F o r e w o r d

N
early a decade ago, leaders and representatives from more than 150 coun-

tries, gathered at the World Summit for Children, set out a number of

ambitious global goals for children and development for the 1990s. It would

have been all too easy for these goals to have remained an eloquent state-

ment of good intentions. They became, instead, a practical blueprint for action and,

together with the Convention on the Rights of the Child, they have placed children at the

centre of the world’s development and human rights concerns.

Many countries can point to significant gains made during this decade towards

achieving the World Summit goals and upholding children’s rights: young lives saved by

improved health and nutrition, children protected from hazardous and exploitative

labour, futures transformed by the opportunity to attend school. In other cases, however,

conflicts, debt, economic crises and mistaken priorities have taken a terrible toll on chil-

dren, who always pay a high price for the failures of adults.

The Progress of Nations plays an essential role in monitoring global advances

towards the goals set in 1990 as well as in recording the setbacks. This year’s edition doc-

uments the devastating impact of HIV/AIDS on children, while celebrating the enor-

mous strides that have brought the world so close to the eradication of polio. In 1999, the

world will welcome the 6 billionth member of our human family. The Progress of

Nations uses the occasion of this landmark birth as a lens through which to examine the

widely divergent prospects that await this child – and indeed all children – on the eve of

the millennium. The report’s final commentary spotlights the need to lift the catastrophic

burden that debt imposes on children and families in some of the poorest countries on earth.

The Progress of Nations 1999 not only provides new and valuable data on vital issues

affecting children, but it also helps governments, international organizations and non-

governmental organizations focus their priorities more effectively towards attaining the

World Summit goals and upholding all children’s rights.


