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Richard Jolly 
Sir Richard Jolly is Honorary Professor and Research Associate of the Institute of 
Development Studies at the University of Sussex.  Dr. Jolly is currently working on a 
14 volume publication on UN’s contribution to social and economic development 
since its creation in 1945.  As a recipient of a Carnegie Scholarship in 2000, he is 
also working on a study of the trends in global inequity since 1820 and what can be 
done to narrow global income gaps over the next 50 years.   
 
Richard Jolly is a trustee of OXFAM, a director of the Overseas Development Institute 
and Chairman of the UN Association of the United Kingdom.  He was made a Knight 
of the Order of St. Michael and St. George in 2001 for his contributions to 
international development. 
 
Prior to returning to England in 2000, Dr. Jolly was an Assistant Secretary-General of 
the United Nations, holding senior positions in UNICEF and UNDP for nearly 20 years.  
During his long and distinguished career with the United Nations, Dr. Jolly was the 
architect of the widely acclaimed Human Development Report.  While in UNICEF, he 
influenced the agency’s efforts to ensure that economic adjustment policies gave due 
priorities to the needs of children and women. 
 
Richard Jolly graduated with first class honors in economics from the University of 
Cambridge in 1956, and in 1966 gained his doctorate from Yale University.  He holds 
honorary degrees from the University of East Anglia (1988) and the University of 
Sussex (1991). 
 
 
 

 


