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Open Dialogue ‘Eyes on the Budget as a human rights instrument’
UNICEF proposes a dialogue between United Nations (UN) member States, the Peacebuilding Commission, UN agencies, the World Bank and Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs) regarding experiences and lessons learned on how to convert budgets and fiscal policies into instruments for the realization of human rights and for building durable peace. Invited guests, content information and the agenda of the event are detailed in the herein attached concept note.
The Budget as a Peacebuilding instrument

The United Nations System has pledged to strengthen its capacity to promote and protect human rights. Such a commitment involves greater concerted effort from the global community as a whole to ensure that there is universal respect for the internationally agreed upon human rights standards, both within countries and amongst regions.  

Inequality, and its impact on poverty and security, is a major obstacle to the achievement of this goal. 
The link between prevailing situations of inequality and problems of national, regional and global security reiterates the fundamental inter-relation between human rights, peace and security. To fail to address one of these pillars is to impede the achievement of the others, and create greater and more complex conflicts in the future. Insecurity and peace is therefore threatened by factors such as unequal income distribution. The United Nations must lead the world in preventing conflicts and building peace, by raising the flag of greater equality, and by reminding the international community of the agreed principle of universality in the promotion of human rights, starting with the universal fulfillment of the rights of children.
The ultimate purpose of nations and societies is guaranteeing the wellbeing and rights of all their citizens, and based on that, to build peace, prosperity, democracy and community. Indeed, the legitimacy of countries and societies depends on their will and capacity to ensure a worthy life for everyone, not just some. UNICEF’s particular mission is therefore to help countries to guaranteeing universal fulfilment of rights, starting with those of all children.
In this perspective, budgetary and fiscal policies should be looked at as an instrument not only for ensuring sufficient government revenues or the control of deficits, but as a tool for:
· Ensuring sufficient resources to guarantee universal fulfilment of basic rights, particularly access to quality basic social services, including health and education, and

· Ensuring the equitable distribution of incomes, both through appropriate taxation systems and adequate distribution of expenditures.

In order to arrive at viable and sustainable solutions, these objectives must be pursued on the basis of recognition of real and often severe resource limitations, and the need to maintain macroeconomic stability, including limiting deficits and indebtedness. 
The capacity for national budget management is a core focus to guarantee minimum conditions for lasting, sustainable peace. Understanding the national budget structure is critical to analysis and decisions to optimize existing resources in addition to analyzing gaps. It is equally important to have a comprehensible, transparent interpretation of the national budget for an informed involvement and empowerment of civil society, especially crucial in post crisis countries. 
The Open Dialogue Eyes on the Budget presents an opportunity to exchange experience and views on this significant area through country experience, and to gain new insight and tools for strengthening national capacity in the context of fragile States. The active participation of the Peacebuilding Commission in this dialogue will serve the interests and mandate of the Commission, while presenting avenues for further collaboration within the UN and donor family.






