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‘Building Young Futures’ 
in the Philippines
Background:
Over one million young men and women enter the labour market in the Philippines annually and, of these, a significant number simply cannot find employment. As a result, young people are three times more likely to be unemployed than adults. The lack of alternatives, combined with high level of poverty in their home towns, drives migration and trafficking, greatly increasing the risk of exploitation and abuse amongst the youth population. 
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Despite the decentralization policy since 1991, capacities of local institutions remain inadequate to provide relevant services for youth in education, life skills, safe migration and employment. Present initiatives are small–scale, project-based and uncoordinated, hardly reaching the poorer rural areas with large numbers of out-of-school, unemployed and underemployed youth. The Barclays/UNICEF programme will target one rural and one urban location and aims to work with existing organisations such as Government Departments and local NGOs to fill this gap, providing a more co-ordinated and sustainable approach to supporting the youth population. 
The rural area, the Province of Masbate, is in the top ten provinces with the highest poverty incidence in the Philippines and is also one of the most remote locations, with an economy based on small-scale farming and fishing.  Farming and fishing income is seasonal and vulnerable to climate extremes. Families are large and over one third of the population live below the poverty line. Masbate has a high incidence of out-of–school and at risk children and youth, low cohort survival rates, high rural to urban migration outflows and is known to be a ‘sending province’ for domestic work and  trafficking. 
The urban area, Pasay City, is the entry point to Metropolitan Manila as it houses the international and domestic airport and most bus terminals and ports. It is known to be at the receiving end of trafficking and migration and home to many slum dwellers. Recent studies show that there are 56,197 persons aged 15-24 living in the city which comprises 21% of the total population.  Of this population, 18,118 were found to be out-of-school youth.

Both Masbate and Pasay City are already UNICEF focus areas and also pilot areas of the Government’s conditional cash transfer programs.  In the Philippines, UNICEF works closely with both the national and local governments to establish a range of activities focusing on improving the lives of children at both household and community level. By working at the local government level, it provides the evidence to influence the national agenda and leverage resources in order to scale up the projects to a national level. 
The Barclays/UNICEF programme in the Philippines will support the Philippine Government’s Youth Development Plans by providing children, young people and women in Masbate and Pasay training on financial literacy, life skills, entrepreneurship and vocational skills to provide routes to employment. The partnership aims to provide families with improved business skills so that they are able to develop and maintain a sustainable livelihood and income, therefore ensuring that their children are less vulnerable to poor health and low educational attainment.  It will also give young people leaving Masbate for the major cities adequate skills to protect themselves from prostitution and trafficking. 

What will the partnership do?
The Barclays/UNICEF programme in the Philippines will focus around 4 key areas of activity:

1. Support in social protection: 
The partnership will complement a ‘conditional cash-transfer programme’ initiated and managed by the Philippine Government in both Pasay City and Masbate. This program will target 3,000 households in Pasay and 23,637 households in Masbate for a maximum period of five years. Every household may have a maximum of three beneficiaries aged 0-14 years and is provided with a monthly cash grant on the condition that their children get regular preventive health services, attend school and mothers get prenatal and post-natal care and attend parental training sessions.  UNICEF activities will complement this scheme by providing additional livelihood skills to the families to ensure that they can sustain their children’s health and education needs when the cash grant stops. Specifically, this component will include the delivery of parental training, health and nutrition supplies, learning materials for schools and day care facilities and additional educational provisions such as school libraries.
2. Leadership and life skills training for young people: 
Every barangay (village/ward) in the Philippines has a youth council. In Masbate the project will work through the councils to provide young people with the vocational, leadership and life skills that they need to enter the employment market. These skills include job interest assessment, CV writing, interview skills, and vocational skills. The purpose of this training is to equip the many young people who leave Masbate for the major cities with adequate skills to find employment, reducing their vulnerability to trafficking and prostitution. 

In Pasay City, the programme will build on existing work aimed at building a team of community-based trainers who act as ‘peer educators’ in their local areas, influencing others in their community to facilitate positive youth health behaviour.

3. Building financial and entrepreneurial literacy: 
Caregivers, particularly mothers and young people, will be provided with training in small business management, financial literacy and entrepreneurship skills. Illiterate adults will be provided with a practical literacy and numeracy course – enabling them to conduct the affairs of a small business. 
The training will be labour market-responsive, age–appropriate and gender-sensitive, with flexible hours on a drop in basis to cater to the schedule of mothers and young people. 
In Masbate, this component will help support the economic development of rural Masbate on a broader scale, as well as offering new skills for the specific individuals involved.

4. Developing cooperatives: 
The project will support the development of local cooperatives or self-help groups, which are groups of community members who work together for a common purpose such as bayanihan banking system, management of water associations, parents –teachers-community associations, barangay councils and improve their economic and social outcomes through combining resources. This kind of programme has already been piloted in Pasay, but this partnership will allow the practice to scale up, as well as introducing the practice to communities in Masbate who can learn from the good practices already piloted in Pasay City. 
What is the anticipated impact of the Barclays/UNICEF programme?
· 10,000 women and young people from Masbate and 3,000 women and young people from Pasay will be provided with training in small business management, financial literacy and entrepreneurship

· 150 cooperatives /self-help groups will be trained and established in Pasay and 150 peoples organizations/self-help groups will be set up in Masbate  

· 415 youth leaders from 214 youth councils in Masbate and 201 youth councils in Pasay will be trained to become peer educators 
· 10,000 children in Masbate and 3,000 in Pasay will receive under 5 receive regular health checks and will be fully immunized
· 1,000 children will be removed from very vulnerable malnutrition status
· 10,000 children (aged 6-14) in Masbate and 3,000 in Pasay will be enrolled in school and have at least 85% attendance

 
	The Philippines

 Basic data †
(2007  unless otherwise stated)

	Population (NSO)

	88.7 million


	Poverty rate (2006) 

	32.9 % 

	U5MR (per 1,000 live births)

	28


	Underweight (%, moderate and severe, 2003)

	28


	Maternal mortality ratio* (per 100,000 live births, 2006)

	160


	Use of improved drinking water sources (%, 2006)

	93


	Use of improved sanitation facilities (%, 2006)

	78

	One-year-olds immunized with DPT3 (%)

	87


	One-year-olds immunized with measles vaccine (%)

	92


	Primary school enrolment/attendance (% net, male/female, 2006)

	91/93


	Primary school children reaching grade 5 (%, 2005)

	70

	Total fertility rate (GOP Family Planning Survey,2006) 

	3.2% 

	Child labour (%, children 5-14 years old, 1999)

	12


	Child population (millions, under 18 years)

	36.8 

	GNI per capita (US$)

	1620



	
† More comprehensive country data on children and women are available at www.unicef.org.


* WHO/UNICEF/UNFPA and the World Bank’s developed 2005 estimate is 230 per 100,000 live births, which is adjusted for under-reporting and misclassification of maternal deaths.

















