OVERVIEW

	Objectives
	By the end of the session, participants should be able to:

· Solidify their basic understanding of the four pillars of law most relevant to humanitarian work that were covered in previous sessions: International Human Rights Law (IHRL); International Humanitarian Law (IHL); International Criminal Law (ICL); and Refugee Law (RL).

	Time 

	1 hour 



	CONTENTS

	Activities
Trainer Resources




	Session Plan
	Activities
	Methodology
	Duration

	
	Activity 1: Points of Law
	Group exercise
	60 minutes

	
	Total time
	
	1 hour


	Materials
	Item
	Ready

	
	Flip charts and markers
	

	
	3-4 sets of the 15 statements in activity 1, cut into small strips, one statement per strip
	

	
	Sticky tape
	

	
	Trainer Resources
	

	
	9.1 Points of Law Exercise Answer Key
	


	KEY TO ICONs
	These icons will help guide you through the session.
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Tips for the Trainer
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See Trainer Resources Materials
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Refer to Participant Manual
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Distribute Handouts 


Activities

Activity 1: points of law exercise
	Time: 60 minutes
	Materials
Scissors and envelopes (advance prep.)

Flip-chart and markers for each group

Prepared Statements (at end of these notes)

Trainer Resource 9.1 – Answer key 

Sticky tape

	
	Advance Preparation
Make 3 or 4 copies depending on the number of participant groups (try not to have more than 6 persons per small group) of the 15 statements found below.  Cut the 15 prepared statements into separate slips of paper and place them in an envelope for each group.  

	
	Purpose
This activity is intended to provide participants with an opportunity to solidify their basic understanding of the four pillars of law most relevant to humanitarian work that were covered in previous sessions: International Human Rights Law (IHRL); International Humanitarian Law (IHL); International Criminal Law (ICL); and Refugee Law (RL). 

Instructions

· Inform participants of the purpose of the activity.

· Divide participants into groups and distribute the envelopes containing the 15 statements, as well as flipcharts, markers and sticky tape.

· Draw an example flipchart divided into four equal sections and write the four main branches of law in the sections (IHRL, IHL, ICL & RL).  Ask the groups to draw their own chart similar to yours.

· Inform participants that they should evaluate each statement to see what category of law applies to it and stick it in the appropriate section.  Some statements may fall into more than one category and participants should indicate this visually by sticking the statement to overlap more than one section. Participants are to assume that all the international legal instruments they have studied to date in the course have been signed and ratified by the governments concerned.
· Inform participants that they have 30 minutes to complete the task.

· Use the remaining 30 minutes to review in plenary where the statements fit and why, and clarify any confusion remaining.  

· Trainer Resource 9.1 provides the answer key and should be distributed to participants at the end of the exercise.

	
	Prepared Statements
1) A 15-year old boy is recruited by the national army to actively take part in armed hostilities with rebel groups.

2) A former 17-year old child (boy) soldier who was recruited by a rebel armed group now fears that his former colleagues will kill him for being a traitor.  He flees to a neighbouring country.

3) In the war against their neighbour, country X encircles country Y’s capital city and prevents outside access to any food or humanitarian aid.  Country X advises country Y that it will stay there until country Y surrenders.

4) Government forces, under authority of the President, embark on a mass campaign to round up and detain all women of child-bearing age of the minority ethnicity.  The women are raped and forcibly impregnated for the purposes of changing the balance of the country’s ethnic population.  

5) Once in power, the new government of country X tortures and disappears many of its opponents and dissidents.

6) A 13-year old girl belongs to a minority tribe that continues to practice female genital mutilation (FGM) despite the government’s prohibition and recent crackdown on such practices.  She flees the country.

7) During an international conflict, country X drops thousands of brightly coloured cluster bombs on country Y in the vicinity of several known and large civilian populations.  Due to their colourful appearance, many children have been killed or maimed from trying to pick up the bombs. 

8) In exchange for security and sustenance, an eleven-year old girl volunteers to cook and mend the clothes of her brothers and their fellow combatants, who are part of a rebel movement fighting against another group in a neighbouring country for control of the region. 

9) Rural women and young girls are being recruited to the capital city under the pretext of factory employment.  Instead, they are forcibly taken across the border to a neighbouring country for the purposes of prostitution and pornography.  

10) Country X returns to country Y all refugees who sought protection from country Y’s persecution against members of their religious group, despite country Y’s continued and known campaign against them. 

11) Fearing the damage a new militant group can do, the government authorizes the police to arrest people they suspect to be the group’s leaders before any attacks or crimes are committed.  A national state of emergency has not been declared.

12) After the end of a very brutal civil war, all combatants are granted amnesties.

13) In a brutal internal conflict between two ethnic groups, one side is definitely winning and gaining territory.  A whole village, fearing the opposing army’s advance, crosses the border into the next country for safety.

14) During an ongoing conflict between the government and a rebel group seeking control over a sector of land rich in mineral resources, the rebels storm a village and take ten unarmed women hostage and make them perform all of their cooking and cleaning in the nude. 

15) Children of a particular religious group are threatened that if they do not cooperate with authorities and leave their religious enclave to be raised by families of the majority religion, they will never see their parents again.
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