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In virtue of internationally accepted and endorsed charters and conventions, notably including the following: 

· Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their two Additional Protocols of 1977
· Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948
· International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights of 1966
And in view of the Organisation for African Unity's endorsement of the 'Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement of 1998' 

And in accordance with the following humanitarian principles, derived from these charters and conventions: 

· Humanity

Human suffering should be addressed wherever it is found; the rights of all victims must be respected and protected. The right to receive humanitarian assistance and protection, and to offer it, is fundamental. All parties must grant free and unimpeded access for humanitarian assistance activities and for humanitarian organisations. 

· Impartiality
Humanitarian assistance will be provided without discrimination as to extraneous factors such as ethnic origin, gender, nationality, political opinion, race or religion. Efforts should be made to relieve the suffering of individuals and activities should be guided solely by need. 

· Neutrality
Humanitarian assistance will be provided in a manner that is neutral, and without taking sides in controversies of a political, religious, or ideological nature. Humanitarian action is not a partisan or political act, and should not be viewed as such; the neutrality of assistance and protection should be recognised by all parties. The activities of humanitarian agencies do not imply recognition; negotiations with political authorities are intended to facilitate humanitarian action and are not intended to confer direct or indirect legitimacy on any party. 

· Dignity
The right of all persons to live in safety and dignity must be affirmed and protected. Humanitarian activities will be guided by International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights and by the mandates given by International Instruments to various humanitarian organisations.
 The Operational Criteria for Implementation of Humanitarian Assistance Programmes, to be observed and respected by all parties involved, are the following:
1. Freedom of Access

The above-mentioned principles can only be preserved if the following is agreed: free movement will be granted, in a sustained manner, to humanitarian personnel participating in relief activities, including for assessment, delivery and monitoring of humanitarian aid, enabling them to reach all civilian non-combatant populations in need of emergency relief; assistance to affected areas will be provided in the most efficient manner and by the most accessible route; and flagged transport of humanitarian agencies will be allowed to pass safely. 

2. Security
The parties to the conflict are responsible for creating conditions conducive to the safe and secure implementation of humanitarian activities and the protection of humanitarian staff throughout the Angolan territory.  This must cover the security of all humanitarian personnel(national and international) as well as assets belonging to humanitarian agencies, which must be respected and protected at all times. Ad hoc measures to ensure this security should be considered and adopted by the parties whenever the need arises and/or the humanitarian or implementing partners consider it necessary. This is an essential prerequisite for the normal. conduct of operations. 

3. Distribution and Monitoring
In order to ensure efficient and equitable distribution of relief items, in particular food stocks, distribution will be carried out by humanitarian agencies and organisations, and implementing partners. This distribution is to be carried out directly and solely to those in need, after an independent needs assessment, on an individual basis or to heads of family, and riot through any third parties. The parties to the conflict guarantee not to use humanitarian assistance for any military or political purposes. In order to ensure the principled use of humanitarian assistance, humanitarian agencies are responsible for assessment, monitoring of humanitarian resources; fulfilment of this responsibility should be done in cooperation with the relevant local, national and international stakeholders. 

4. Transparency
All of the above is predicated on the principle of transparency, which guides the workings and dealings of humanitarian programmes. Humanitarian agencies should operate in keeping with the transparent and non-political character of their objectives, and thus in an open manner that promotes a broader understanding of their work and the principles and policies on which it is based. Information should be openly shared in order; in particular, there should be a regular flow of information to the relevant authorities, and from them to humanitarian agencies. This will allow the authorities to be informed about humanitarian operations at every stage. 

Additionally it is noted that humanitarian agencies endorse the following policies, that guide their operations: 

· Sustainability

Strengthening local capacity is an integral part of the humanitarian mandate, both to prevent future crises and emergencies and to ensure a smooth transition from humanitarian assistance to reconstruction, rehabilitation and development. Therefore, all humanitarian actions should be tailored to local circumstances and aim to enhance, not supplant, locally available resources and mechanisms, recalling that national governments have primary responsibility for protection of the population. 

· Accountability 

Humanitarian agencies hold themselves accountable to those they seek to assist. Humanitarian agencies are also accountable for their actions to their governing bodies, and for their use of resources to those who provide them. 

· Coherence 

Humanitarian agencies will seek coherence between their actions and those of other actors engaged in response to conflict, through policy dialogue and joint planning. A central objective of such dialogue will be to ensure that other actors respect and support the humanitarian principles articulated above.
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