2.8 Match the Terminology Answer Key
	International Law
	Ratification 

	Protocol
	Treaty Bodies

	Entered into Force
	Commission on Human Rights

	Derogations
	Reservation 

	Sanctions 
	International Customary Law

	Treaty (also called Convention or Covenant)
	Declaration

	Special Rapporteurs
	Accession


Choose from the above terms and write the correct response in the left column

	Treaty
	1. A generic term embracing all instruments binding under international law, regardless of their formal designation, concluded between:

a) States;

b) International organizations with treaty-making capacity and States; or

c) International organizations with treaty-making capacity.

The application of the term, in the generic sense, signifies that the parties intend to create rights and obligations enforceable under international law.

Two examples are the CRC and CEDAW. 
 

	Special Rapporteurs
	2. Independent experts whose mandate is to examine, monitor and publicly report on either the human rights situation in a specific country or territory – known as country mandates (e.g. DRC) – or on human rights violations worldwide – known as thematic mechanisms or mandates (e.g. torture). These special procedure mechanisms constitute a system of human rights protection.  



	Accession


	3. The act whereby a State expresses its consent to become a party to a treaty without having signed it.  This act has the same legal effect as ratification, acceptance or approval.  The conditions under which it may occur and the procedure involved depend on the provisions of the relevant treaty. 

	Protocol
	4.  It has the same legal characteristics as a treaty.  The term is often used to describe agreements of a less formal nature than those entitled treaty or convention.  Generally, it amends, supplements or clarifies a multilateral treaty.  Its advantage is that while it is linked to the parent agreement, it can focus on a specific aspect of that agreement in greater detail.



	International Customary Law

	5. International norms derived from a general and consistent practice of States followed by them out of a sense of legal obligation (opinio juris), rather than from formal expression in a treaty or legal text.  Despite not being written, they are legally binding on all States with the exception of States who are ‘persistent objectors’.  The Universal Declaration of Human Rights falls into this category.



	Declaration
	6.  A formal document signed by governments expressing their agreement with given aims, objectives and principles.  Its content constitutes a moral obligation and contributes to the evolution of international standard-setting, and it often leads the way toward a later treaty. It is generally considered non-binding. 



	Derogations
	7. In certain situations, such as an emergency, “limitations” can be imposed by States on their obligations to respect the rights set forth in the international human rights treaties to which they are otherwise legally bound.  Temporary limitations are only accepted under very specific conditions, and should be seen as the exception, rather than the rule.  Some rights must always be respected no matter what the circumstances,  such as the right to life.



	Ratification
	8. Formal approval of a treaty, convention or other document by a state.  It secures a state’s commitment to the specific legal instrument, and becomes legally binding on the state.



	Commission on Human Rights & Procedures
	9. This body prepares human rights treaties, considers questions relating to the violation of human rights and may authorize an independent investigation into allegations of human rights violations, and assists in the coordination of activities concerning human rights in the UN system.

	Entered into Force
	10. The moment in time when a treaty becomes legally binding on the parties to the treaty.  The provisions of the treaty determine when this happens.  This may be a date specified in the treaty or a date on which a specified number of ratifications, approvals, acceptances or accessions have been deposited with the depositary


	Reservation
	11. A country may make a unilateral statement, when signing, ratifying, or acceding to a treaty, which can exclude or modify the legal effect of certain provisions of the treaty in their application to that State. However, any change must not be considered incompatible with the overall object and purpose of the treaty.



	Sanctions


	12. Economic and other kinds of non military restrictions imposed by one or more countries in order to maintain or restore international peace and security.  This can only occur under Article 41 of the UN Charter (Chapter VII).



	International Law
	13. Body of laws regulating relations between States.


	Treaty Bodies
	14. Monitor the implementation of major international human rights treaties. Their main functions are to examine reports submitted by States parties on the progress made and problems encountered in the implementation of the relevant treaty, and to consider complaints of human rights violations made by individuals and/or other States. The Human Rights Committee is an example
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