
2.4 Delivering the Message on Child Soldiers

Time:  

40 minutes, including debriefing

Materials: 
Optional Protocol to the CRC on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict (CAC)
Purpose:  
This activity is intended to focus on the application of relevant legal standards for child protection, and to help participants understand how to formulate advocacy messages in this area.

Instructions:  

· In small groups, read the background information below on Country A and answer the questions which follow. 

· You will have 20 minutes to do this.

· Appoint a spokesperson to report back to the plenary.

Background on Country A

· COMPULSORY RECRUITMENT AGE: 
No Conscription

· VOLUNTARY RECRUITMENT AGE: 
18 Years

· CHILD SOLDIERS:


Number indicated in Government and Opposition     

Forces, 10-15,000 since 1986

· CRC-OP-CAC: 



Signed

· OTHER TREATIES RATIFIED: 

CRC; Geneva Conventions/API+II


There are continuing reports of government recruitment of child soldiers despite legislation to the contrary. Several opposition forces, especially the rebel group known as United Front for Freedom (UFF), forcibly abduct children as young as nine, who are compelled to fight and to serve as domestics and sex slaves. Children held by the UFF are often transported to camps located in Country B.


In April 2001, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights reported that about one-third of the more than 26,000 cases of abduction recorded to date in Country A involved children under the age of 18.  NGOs such as Save the Children and Defence for Children International, have opened shelters for returnee children, and have tried, without success, to convince the government to stop using child soldiers. 

An agreement between the governments of Country A, Country B, and external interested governments has seen little progress in freeing the children.

Answer the following questions:

1. What arguments and legal standards could UNICEF use to advocate with the Government of Country A not to use child soldiers?  

2. What advocacy messages on child soldiers could UNICEF use:  a) when meeting with UFF; and b) in the media?

3. Other than advocacy, what role could UNICEF play in this context?  What role could other partners play?  

4. How could UNICEF and partners promote enforcement of the existing standards to protect children from being used as child soldiers?
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