10.3 The Facts 
The Territory of Shoca has been engaged in a brutal civil war for separation from Country A for the past several years that has destroyed much of its land. The events in Shoca reveal the grim dynamics of a bloody guerrilla war and suggest neither a quick resolution of the conflict, nor a reduction in abuses committed by both sides.  Shocans consider the Territory of Shoca to be an autonomous State with its own president, however, the international community has not recognised it as such. 
Shoca rebel forces have operated actively throughout its territory, engaging in armed clashes with Country A troops, carrying out bomb attacks on Country A military positions, and assassinating Shoca civilians seen as cooperating with Country A’s government, and kidnapping or assaulting foreign aid workers and hijacking humanitarian aid convoys.

Country A forces respond to this rebel activity with the use of heavy weaponry and frequent large-scale and targeted sweep operations, during which civilians are killed, tortured, ill-treated, and "disappeared."

Typically, Country A military seal off a village and conduct house-to-house searches, ostensibly to detain suspected fighters or their supporters.  Most of the detainees are young men, many of whom are under the age of 17.  Despite strong cultural taboos against speaking about rape, witnesses from the Territory of Shoca have provided evidence that Country A soldiers have ill-treated, tortured and sexually assaulted both men and women in detention centers. It is believed that 50% of all detainees, men and women, have been sexually abused.

Rapes also occur on the outskirts of villages, at checkpoints, and in homes. Fear of rape by Country A forces is pervasive, causing some families, particularly those with young women and girls to flee, as well as motivating desperate attempts to hide female family members.  Country A military and police forces have hundreds of checkpoints within the Territory of Shoca.  The forces of Country A are notorious for using these checkpoints to extort bribes from civilians.  Women and girls have been abducted at these checkpoints when their ID pictures were not believed to ‘match’ their faces. 

The conflict has also created hundreds of orphans or children forced to live without parental support when their parents are either killed in the battles or taken into detention. Many of these children are taken in by kind strangers, or relatives, but many more fend for themselves on the streets, living in groups. Frequently Country A military raid their ‘homes’ taking them into custody. Many of these children have simply disappeared. It is believed that Country A is transporting them back to its territory and housing them in institutions.

As a result of this conflict, thousands of civilians have fled Shoca to live in temporary settlements and camps in Palamo, a Southern province in Country A.  Country A authorities claimed that it was the rebel fighters that had pushed them out and that the rebel fighters had found safe refuge in settlements and tent camps, hiding among the internally displaced people. 

As a consequence, those fleeing from Shoca were harassed by the authorities, access by humanitarian organizations was limited or made exceedingly difficult, and establishment of schools prohibited as they were seen to be as “training camps for rebels”.  After an international outcry, the authorities relented and allowed UNICEF to set up schools, but only under strict vetting of the teachers.  This meant that for many schools, there were too few teachers for the number of students. Parents stepped in to fill in the gaps. 

Country A now considers the ‘war’ to be over and that it has firmly re-established control. Country A government officials want the IDPs to return home.  The authorities claim that the situation in the Territory of Shoca has normalized and that the people displaced by the conflict can safely return home. In reality, the situation in Shoca has shown no signs of stabilization - it remains an active conflict zone, with both sides responsible for serious human rights and humanitarian law violations.

In a strategy to urge them to leave, Country A forces have conducted ‘operations’ in the IDP settlements.  Large groups of armed, masked personnel, using military vehicles without license plates, surround a settlement or an entire village. The troops conduct either a full sweep of the area or make random checks at peoples’ dwellings.

During the operations, civilians are subjected to beatings and other forms of ill-treatment; and houses are looted. All inhabitants, including all men, women, young children and the elderly, are forced outside and ordered to lay face down on the ground with their hands behind their heads for long periods - even in rain or snow. The uniformed men do not identify themselves or provide any explanation. Usually people are detained with most being released several days or weeks after, without ever getting any explanation of the grounds for their detention. Many of those detained were severely beaten, including the teenagers. 
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