1.4 Characteristics of Complex Emergencies
1. Emergencies are normally based on civil conflicts
Since the end of the cold war the nature of emergencies have changed dramatically. Conflicts are increasingly of an internal nature, exacerbated by uneven social and economic development, religious identities, lack of democratic space, and ethnic versus national identity. 
In the past when most armed conflicts were international, i.e. between states, armies fought each other, not individuals. While realities have changed, the international legal frameworks still reflect the realities as they were during the two World Wars. At that time, it was clearly a question of an international war between several states and therefore a matter that could easily be referred to the international arena.
It has been much more challenging to "internationalize" civil wars. Some call the trend "privatization" of war and relief, not only because private actors rather than states are involved, but because it is hard to distinguish between political and criminal violence. In today’s internal conflicts, not only are individuals victims of warfare, but they are also perpetrators of violence and genocide.
2. Typical to complex emergencies is the lack of authority and security

National authorities, where they exist, are normally not in effective control of the territory, or a control only part of the territory. As a result, there is lack of security both for the civilian population and the humanitarian community. Working in complex emergencies means dealing with government authorities as well ask non-state entities, i.e. rebel movements and insurgent groups, and this causes legal and political dilemmas.
In some recent crisis it has become a rather difficult task to keep track of which party to deal with. In some situations there are so many different warring parties and authorities to deal with, and the situation is so extremely volatile there may be different authorities for different days.
3. Because of lack of "responsible" authority, flagrant violations of human rights and massive displacement are the result

The type of emergencies that are evolving today, are particularly horrific in that human rights are being increasingly violated and the erosion of humanitarian space is endemic. For example, humanitarian agencies are being denied access to groups of people who are in need of their assistance. Women and children are not only the victims of war; they have become the deliberate targets of warfare. As a result, the numbers of displaced and victims of armed conflicts are enormous, and humanitarian actors face not only financial hurdles, but also legal, moral and political dilemmas. It has been estimated that more than 80% of the victims in today’s conflicts are women and children.
It is clear that in today’s conflicts we are dealing with erosion of traditional values. For example, in all societies children are accorded some sort of special protection, but during an internal conflict, those values are eroded by the circumstances. This is also reflective of the changing nature of conflicts.
4. Disruption of infra-structure and economic system are likely to occur
Political aspects give complex emergencies their unique characteristics. Some situations that are described as complex emergencies could also be argued to be, in effect, deep and protracted political crisis engendered by profound social change, or sometimes even the lack of it. Most emergencies stem from the complex interaction among a wide variety of social, economic and political factors.
Instability is extremely disruptive to any effort in maintaining an infra-structure that supports society. Roads, movement of services and goods, cash flow, etc. – all are affected by warfare. In some emergencies it may even be the humanitarian community which lays the basis for an infra-structure and an economic system. This fact carries with it certain responsibilities and duties to act so that the affected population can benefit in the longer term perspective as well.
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