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PROTECTION
I NO BIN GAT

Understanding HIV and AIDS Risk and Vulnerability Among 
Vanuatu Youth
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UNDERSTANDING HIV AND AIDS RISK 
AND VULNERABILITY AMONG VANUATU YOUTH
Despite the low prevalence of HIV and AIDS, young boys and girls, men and women in Vanuatu are at increased risk and vulnerability to HIV and other 
Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs). The level of risk and vulnerability is affected by certain behaviours like commercial and transactional sex, and 
the lack of knowledge for safe sex and substance abuse. A Knowledge, Attitude and Practices (KAP) survey was jointly organised by UNICEF Pacific 
Offices and the Government of Vanuatu from 2008 to 2009 to gain a better understanding of risk and vulnerability related to HIV and AIDS among 
most-at-risk and especially vulnerable adolescents, young people and general population youth in Vanuatu. 

What the survey says
The survey has a total of 510 respondents from Port Vila area (213), Tanna in Tafea Province (130), and Malekula in Malampa Province (167). 
The KAP survey uses the term “adolescent” for youth ages 15-19, “young people” to describe the 20-24 age group, and “youth” for the sample of 
15-24 years. The terms Most-at-Risk Adolescent (MARA), Most-at-Risk Young Person (MARYP), Especially Vulnerable Adolescent (EVA) and Especially 
Vulnerable Young Person (EVYP) are used in accordance with international standards.

The findings from mapping workshops, KAP survey questionnaires, Focus Group Discussions, and Key Informant Interviews are presented below. 
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