EDUCATION SECTOR

WFFC Goal - Expand Ea'rl'y childhood care & education for chi'ldreh-ExpénH and 'i_mp-rcwe
comprehensive early childhood care and education, for girls and boys, especially for the most
vulnerable and disadvantaged.
Children 36 - | Figure shownis | 2004 77.4% 2006 70.9% Ministry of
59 months gross Education
attending enrollment
early (number
childhood enrolled divided
education by children ages
programs 3-5 years of

age)
Primary Children 2004 85.4% 2006 88.3% Ministry of
school net enrolled in Education
enrolment grades 1-6 of
ratio (%) appropriate age

divided by

number children

6-13 yrs
Ratio of girls | Primary = 5Y Primary: 0.93 sY Primary: Ministry of
to boys in Grades 1-8; 2000-01 | Secondary:1.0 | 2007-8 0.86 Education
primary, Secondary = Tertiary — Not Secondary:
secondary, Grades 9-12 Available, 0.98
tertiary Tertiary -
education Mot

Available

Primary Students SY 83% sY  89% Ministry of
completion entering grade 1 2005 2008 Education
rate (%) expected to

complete &

years of

schooling
Secondary | Students SY 70% SY 78% Ministry of
school net enrolled in 2004 2006 Education
enrolment Grades 8-12
ratio (%) who are of

appropriate age

divided by

number children

14-17 yrs
Proportion of | Teachers with at 100 2006 52.3% Ministry of
trained least associate (late 1990s) Education
teachers in degree (with or
the primary without degree
education in education);
(%) private and

public schools

G0




Years of
education
that is
compulsory
to attend

(years)

6-17 years 2007 8-17 years of
of age age

Years of
education
that is free
from charge

Grades 1-12

WFFC Goal - Eliminate illiteracy amongst adults Achieve a 50% improvement in levels of adult
literacy by 2015, especially for women

Adult literacy

CRC
ratification

MACC

Measure to
protect
children from
abuse,

Adult {legal 2000 15 years of 2005 15 years of | Minisiry of
resident) age & over = age & over | Education
Falauans with at 95%:; =86%;15- | analysis of
least 4 years of 15-24 years 24 years of | 2000 &
education of age = 99% age = 2005
99.7% Census

Abuse, Exploitation, Violence
'WFFC Goal: Protect against abuse, exploitation, and violence
Falau ratified the CRC in 1895 and submitted the initial report in 1988,

The initial report was reviewed by the CRC in 2000 with comments received in 2001;
2005 report not yet submitted.

There are no provisions under the law for a child to be forcibly removed by the
Government from his/her parents or family although a person (including a parent)
accused of child abuse or neglect will be ordered to have no contact with that child
until the case is resolved and if convicted will be removed from the child by virtue of a
prison sentence. When warranted, judicial restraining orders can be used to ensure
no-contact.

exploitation & | 100% of children are registered at birth (Ministry of Health; Office of Planning &
violence Statistics).

WFFC Goal - Protect children from the impact of armed conflict
Optional Palau has not signed the Optional Protocol on CRC on the involvement of children in
Protocol to Armed Conflict.
CRC
Legislative Palau is not involved in armed conflict and has no armed forces. Were Palau’s
environment security to be threatened, defense is the reapunsibiliw of the United States under the
to protect the | terms of the Compact of Free Association. Palauans are eligible for voluntary service
children in in the United States Armed Forces; the minimum requirement for enlistment is to be
armed 18 years of age and be a high school graduate.
conflict

WFFC Goal - Fight against sexual exploitation

Cptional Falau has not signed the Optional Protocol to CRC on the sale of children, child
FProtocol to prostitution and child pornography.
CRC
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Optional
FProtocol to
CRC

CEDAW

Measure taken
to protect
children from
sexual abuse

Palau has not signed the Optional Protocol to CRC on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography.,

Palau has not ratified CEDAW,

Sexual abuse is covered under the Palau Mational Code. The Victims of Crime
Assistance Program within the Ministry of Health investigates and provides
assistance to children who have been victims of sexual abuse in cooperation with
the office of the Attorney General, the police, and judiciary.

WFFC Goal 4 - Eliminate child labour

ILO Only two labour laws specifically refer to children; (a) persons under the age of 16

convention are prohibited from employment on foreign trading vessels except if operated by a

ratification single family (PNC 7.16); and (b) persons under the age of 21 are prohibited from

status employment in premises used for serving or consuming alcohol (PNC 11.1064). By
regulation of the Ministry of Commerce and Trade, no person under the age of 21
years is allowed to obtain a foreign labour permit.
The necessary amendments to the statute to provide for minimum ages and
conditions of employment for children can be incorporated in due course into a
proposed Uniform Labour Law.
There is no information on child labour available. Employment of children in ways
that are prejudicial to their health, development, or education is not considered to be
a problem in Palau. There are no street children in Palau.

WFFC Goal - Improve the plight of millions of children who live under especially difficult
circumstances

Improve the a

plight of As used in international circles, Palau has no children that live under “especially

children who difficult circumstances.” (This term normally refers to street children, children living in

live under deep poverty, refugees, or other victims of extreme circumstances).

especially

difficult Palauan family law provides for legal adoption by any person who is not the child's

Circumstances

Adopted
children

Children with
special needs

biological parent. The judicial standard in Palau is to ensure that adoptions are in the
best interests of the child. Children over the age of 12 must consent in order for an
adoption to be approved. There are also no special safeguards in place that govemn
adoption by non-citizens andfor non-residents.

While customary adoptions are legally recognized when carried out in accordance
with recognized custom, there is no requirement for court concurrence or for
registration. Customary adoptions generally come under the jurisdiction of the court
only if there is an externally imposed reason for court involvement such as a dispute
about custody or inheritance or the need for an adoption certificate to be issued to
satisfy formalities imposed by foreign Governments (e.g. for immigration purposes),
Adoption in Palau is a complicated cultural issue but there is no indication that
children are systematically disadvantaged by adoption

An Inter Agency Team exists in Palau to provide comprehensive services in health,
education and social support towards children and their families with special needs .
342 children aged 0-21 years were listed on the registry in 2007 as having special
care needs (MCH).




HIV-AIDS
WFFC Goal - Reduce HIV vertical transmission By 2005, reduce the proportion of infants infected
with HIV by 20% and by 50% by 2010, by: ensuring that 80% of pregnant women accessing anienatal
care have information, counseling and other HIV prevention services available to them; increasing
access for HIV infected women and babies to effective treatment to reduce mother-to-child
transmission of HIV, as well as through effective interventions for HIV infected women, including
VCCT: access to treatment, especially ART and, where appropriate, breast milk substitutes and the
provision of a continuum of care
Mother to Absolute 2002 0 2007 0% MOH -
child number of HIV/AIDS
transmission | cases Program
Status of 2002 No PMTCT 2007 No PMTCT
PMTCT policy set policy set
policy
Access to 2002 100% access 2007 100% access | MOH -
ART & where to drugs & todrugs & | HIW/AIDS
appropriate, care; no care; no Program
breast milk breast- breastfeeding
substitutes; feeding policy policy
provision of a
continuum of
care
Pregnant 2002 Baseline not 2006 100% MOH -
wWoIrmen available counseled; HIWAIDS
counseled on 95% accept | Program
PMTCT screening
service in the
past year,
Mumber of 2001 1 (Belau 2007 1 (Belau MOH -
WVCCT Mational Mational HIVAIDS
facilities Hospital) Hospital) Program
(number)

46One infant has been born to an HIV positive mother but the mother received drug therapy and the infant was born free of HIV.
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Annex B: Summary of Recommendations by the
International Committee on the Rights of the Child to the
Republic of Palau (26th Session, January 2001)
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21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Drug abuse
7KH &RPPLWWHH UHFRPPHQGV LQWHQVL{HG HIIRUWYV

WR SURWHF

DOFRKRO QDUFRWLFV DQG SV\FKRWURSLF VXEVWDQRFHYV LQFOX:

Sexual exploitation and abuse
7KH &RPPLWWHH UHFRPPHQGYV IXUWKHU DFWLRQV WR
JLYHQ HTXDO SURWHFWLRQ XQGHU WKH ODZ IURP VH
Juvenile justice

SURWHFW F
XDO H[SOR

7KH &RPPLWWHH UHFRPPHQGY WKDW PHDVXUHV EH WDNHQ WR EL
S$UWLFOHYV DQG Rl WKH &5& DV ZHOO DV RWKHU LQWHUQD!

OLQLPXP 5XOHV IRU WKH $GPLQLVWUDWLRQ RI -XYHQL
*XLGHOLQHV IRU WKH 3UHYHQWLRQ RI - XYHQLOH '"HOL

OH -XVWLF#
DTXHQF\ W

5XOHV IRU BURWHFWLRQ RI -XYHQLOHY '"HSULYHG RI WKHLU /LEHL

Optional protocols
7KH &RPPLWWHH UHFRPPHQGY WKDW 3DODX UDWLI\ W

KH RSWLRQ

FKLOGUHQ LQ DUPHG FRQALFW DQG E VDOH RI FKLOGUHQ FKLO

Dissemination of the Committee’s recommendations
7KH &RPPLWWHH UHFRPPHQGY WKDW LWV ¢QGLQJV DQ
EH ZLGHO\ FLUFXODWHG ZLWKLQ 3DODX

G UHFRPPH




Annex C: Traditional Versus Contemporary Values
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Annex D: U.S. Federal Grant Programs for Education and
Health in Palau, and Federal and Other Funding for Social
Services (Circa FY 2007)
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Annex E: Legal Minimum Age for Various Purposes
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Annex F: Master Plan for Education 2006-2012 and main
Institutional Players in the Education Sector

73




74




Annex G: Programs at Palau Community College,
Scholarships and Loans Administered by PNSB, and
Scholarship, Grant, and Loan Recipients, 2000-2006
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