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THE WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Main highlights 
Fiji: Three deaths have been confirmed as a result of Cyclone Tomas- including one on Rabi Island and two on Vanua Levu (two due to drowning). All Evacuation Centres have now been closed and those schools which were serving as Evacuation Centres have been re-opened to students. The Fiji Red Crescent Society (FRCS) currently has eight assessment and relief teams on the ground and estimates that the total affected population might be over 4,000 households (including partial damage to dwelling homes, crops and/or water supply). DISMAC (Fiji Disaster Management Committee) reports that a total estimate cost of rehabilitation of damaged roads are US$1.14 million (FJ$2.2 million).

Preliminary assessment findings suggest that a large number of houses were destroyed. The FRCS damage assessment summary report shows that 433 houses were destroyed and 688 houses damaged. The Fiji National Disaster Management Office has provided lower figures of shelter damage- noting 369 houses destroyed and 184 houses damaged. More detailed assessment reports are still to come in from Government and Development Partners. 

Schools in the Northern and Eastern divisions have resumed classes this week, although the NDMO reports that 52 schools in Eastern Division and 15 schools in Northern Division are damaged. NZAID believes that up to 72 classrooms have been either damaged or destroyed, and have provided 45 tents (March 21st) to serve as temporary learning spaces. 200 tents from the New Zealand Red Cross will be provided to the most affected boarding schools in Udu, Namuka, Tawake, Dogotuki and Saqani areas.

DISMAC reports that water system in Vanuabalavu Island, Cicia Island and Gau Island are damaged. No detailed data has been noted in relation to the situation of water, sanitation and hygiene in the affected areas.

The FRCS is distributing various non-food items, such as cooking sets, water containers, tarpaulins,
blankets, clothing, hygiene packs and other essential items. Australia plans to ship additional emergency relief items including tarpaulins, tents and blankets on March 24th. In addition, response teams are repairing communications, electricity and water systems. Several navy and commercial vessels have left for the Eastern division and Cikobia and Taveuni in the Northern division to support the response efforts. 

The Ministry of Health points out that food security is a concern and that micronutrient deficiency and
growth monitoring will be important in the coming weeks and months. The Ministry of Agriculture is currently conducting assessments on agricultural damage. Preliminary information from the FRCS suggests that crops were completely destroyed on the Lau Islands of Vanuabalavu, Mago, Kanace and Cicia. The NDMO report suggests that the available food supply will last for one to two weeks only in Totoya, Vanuabalavu and Cicia Islands. It has been reported that food gardens were affected on Lomaiviti and Gau Island. In response, the Ministry of Agriculture has dispatched kumala cuttings and seeds to the Lau group and has distributed seeds to the Northern and Eastern Divisions. Various relief agencies are involved in providing food packs to the Government containing such items as- split peas, sugar, rice, crackers, canned tuna and powdered milk to support their food rations. The Government has already provided emergency food supplies to 11 villages in Lau and Lomaiviti Provinces in the Eastern Division, as well as in Cakaudrove Province in Northern Division. 

Health assessment teams are currently conducting assessments on the health situation in villages, as
well as damages caused to health facilities. The teams are also conducting pest control by spraying
pesticide. A health team is currently treating three emergency cases of bloody diarrhea on Tavewa Island (off Vanua Levu) that emerged following the cyclone. Hospital and nurses’ compounds were damaged in Vanuabalavu Island and Ono-I-Lau. 

90% of power has now been restored in the Northern Division. The FRCS reports that the communication in Lau group is not yet restored and Fiji Telecom is currently installing temporary telecommunications equipment until damaged facilities are rehabilitated. The NSMO report
that communication infrastructure on Vanuabalavu Island and Totoya Island are damaged.

Solomon Islands: Following Cyclone Ului, it has been difficult to obtain information from the affected communities as travel from the NDMO assessment team was postponed due to continued poor weather. There is still uncertainty on the scale of the impact although aerial assessments conducted by the NDMO note that most of the damage is in relation to food gardens due to storm/sea surges. Minimal damage to housing/shelter has been recorded to date. AusAid has provided $170,000.00 SBD to support the mobilization of assessment teams (Rennell/Bellona and Makira Provinces) and the provision of relief supplies. The NDMO have made a request to international agencies (March 22nd) for non-food items- notably tarpaulins, water purification tablets- although UNICEF is yet to receive an official letter which clearly states the exact items and quantities required. 



Inter-Agency Coordination 
Fiji: The Fiji’s Disaster Management Committee is coordinating the government response. The Budget and Aid Coordination Committee, responsible for coordination of the recovery process, will meet this week for the first time. It has been communicated to international Development Partners that international assistance will be coordinated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, although operational
issues can be undertaken directly with the line ministries. A second Pacific Humanitarian Team (PHT) coordination meeting was held at 10:00am on 24th March.
  
Solomon Islands: 

Water, Environment and Sanitation 
Progress of activities during the week 

Fiji: 13,000 bars of soap have been provided to the NDMO/MoH/Red Cross in the Northern and Eastern Divisions for distribution to households. Flyers on the utilization of water purification tablets (provided by AusAID) have been printed by UNICEF and provided to Red Cross for distribution along with the WPT’s and water containers.  5000 Oral Rehydration Salts (ORS) sachets (1Lt) have been air-freighted to the Northern Division on March 23rd, in response to growing concerns of water-borne diseases (3 cases of bloody diarrhea reported in community of 7 households on March 22nd). This stock will be distributed equally by the MoH through health posts and the Red Cross as they visit communities to ensure that well stocked health facilities are supported by targeted outreach in communities. The Ministry of Health has confirmed that it will be requesting UNICEF for support in the provision of additional quantities of ORS over the course of the next few days.

Solomon Islands: No activities to report. 

Nutrition
Progress of activities during the week 

Fiji: UNICEF is monitoring the food distribution process- particularly in relation to use of powdered milk. If food rations become a larger scale response, UNICEF may consider re-printing flyers promoting nutritional issues of infants and weaning children to be included in ration packs. 

Solomon Islands: No activities to report


Health
Progress of activities during the week 

Fiji: UNICEF has provided 15 New Basic Emergency Health Kits (5 to Northern Division and 10 to Eastern Division) to be utilized at health facility level. 

In conjunction with the MoH, UNICEF is assessing the need for a typhoid vaccination campaign and investigating options for procuring approximately 10,000 doses of this vaccine.  

Solomon Islands: No activities to report

Education  
Progress of activities during the week 

Fiji: The 10 tents provided by UNICEF (24 m2) have been transported to the Eastern Division on 21
March, as have 10 Enhanced Education Kits (a combination of educational and recreational materials).  UNICEF has formally communicated with NZAID, AusAID and NDMO the availability of pre-positioned tents available in the warehouse for rapid release as well as the availability of additional Enhanced Education kits.

Solomon Islands: No activities to report

Child Protection 
Progress of activities during the week

Fiji: A UNICEF Pacific Protection Officer is currently traveling in Eastern Division with a government relief/assessment team and will assist in determining what support may be needed in relation to protection issues.

Solomon Islands: No activities to report

Logistics and Supplies
Fiji: The UNICEF Pacific Emergency and Supply Logistics Assistant is travelling to Labasa, Northern Division on March 24th in order to monitor and support the distribution of supplies. 

Solomon Islands: No activities to report 

Funding

Funding Status and Allocation as of 23rd March 2010
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Staffing 

	New (international) staff assigned to emergency response
	Recruitment in process /  requested

	Mr Roberto Saltori, Emergency WASH Specialist, APSSC (23/3-6/4)
	

	Mr Tai Ring Teh, WASH Officer, UNICEF Myanmar (23/3-10/4)
	

	Mr Hamish Weatherly, Emergency Response Consultant (extension to existing contract) 
	

	
	



Security and Access
General Situation:
· All staff are safe.


For further information please contact 

	Dr Isiye Ndombi
UNICEF Representative 
UNICEF Pacific

Telephone: 679 3300439
Facsimile: 679 3301667
indombi@unicef.org 
	Tim Sutton
Deputy Representative
UNICEF Pacific

Telephone: 679 3300439
Facsimile: 679 3301667
tsutton@unicef.org 
	Emmanuelle Abrioux
Chief, Education and Emergency Focal Point, UNICEF Pacific
	
Telephone: 679 3300439
Facsimile: 679 3301667
eabrioux@unicef.org 
	Will Parks
Chief, PAPE
UNICEF Pacific

Telephone: 679 3300439
Facsimile: 679 3301667
wparks@unicef.org 
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