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UNICEF Fiji and Solomon Islands Situation Report No. 1
Dated: March 16th 2010
Next Situation Report to be issued on 19 March 2010
THE WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Main highlights 
Fiji: Since March 13th, Cyclone Tomas has been buffeting the Fiji Islands and is currently classified as a Category 4 Storm. The most recent track is noted below: 
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The most affected areas have been the Northern and Eastern Divisions, with eastern parts of Vanua Levu and the Lau Islands Group having faced the brunt of the cyclone. Up to 130,000 people may have been affected, with 120,000 in eastern Vanua Levu and a further 10,000 in the Lau Islands Group. A State of Natural Disaster has been declared by the Government of Fiji in both Northern and Eastern Divisions on March 16th, in light of the extensive damage to schools, health facilities, police posts and homes and the continued flooding. Communication with Vanua Levu, Taveuni, Cikobia and many of the other smaller islands has been cut as telecommunication providers have experienced damages to their stations and installations. Providers are mobilizing teams to repair communications, but for now much of the impact and damages are yet unknown. 

Fiji Electricity Authority reports extensive damage in Northern and Eastern divisions to power infrastructure, therein affecting water and sewerage systems. Savusavu airport remains closed on Vanua Levu as the runway has been damaged and Nausori Airport (Suva) is undamaged but will remain closed through March 17th until the weather clears. The Nadi international airport is fully operational. 

The national Disaster Management Agency (DISMAC) reports that a rapid assessment of affected areas is most urgent priority, as is support to evacuation centres- including the distribution of food. The Fiji military, Navy and three government shipping vessels will be tasked to provide support to assessment teams and the delivery of relief to the eastern islands of Vanua Levu and Cikobia, Lomaiviti group and Lau group. A French aircraft and commercial helicopters will be used for aerial surveys as soon as the weather permits, most likely Wednesday or Thursday. The government will be seeking international support and will hold a meeting with donor and development partners on March 17th in order to communicate the priority areas of assistance. The Fiji Ministry of Foreign Affairs has formally requested the provision of air support for medical evacuation, transportation of rations and aerial survey. Requests have also been made for immediate relief assistance (shelter, food, blankets, drinking water, water purification tablets and water containers). 

194 Evacuation Centres have been established across the country, with 12,586 people (6,196 adults and 5,236 children) currently sheltering in these. 89 of those Evacuation Centres are schools and government authorities are prioritising the use of other buildings to allow children to return to schools as soon as possible. There are reports of considerable damage to housing in Vanua Levu and one death has occurred as a result of the sea storm surges. Schools and public offices remain closed since noon on March 12th. A nation-wide curfew has been in place since 20:00 March 15th and is likely to extend through to 06:00AM March 17th. The cyclone is expected to have left the Fiji Islands Group by evening of 17th. 

UNICEF Pacific is ready to conduct a rapid assessment in the affected areas and a team of 5 staff are on stand-by with pre-designed rapid assessment tools for this purpose. As per its commitment to the Fiji Disaster Information Management working group, UNICEF will aim to join a multi-agency assessment exercise.

Solomon Islands: Cyclone Ului formed in Northern Vanuatu last week and has tracked west, affecting the southern and western provinces of the Solomon Islands. Reaching a Category 5 status, this hurricane has affected Rennell and Bellona Province in particular. It is estimated that 5,000 people have been impacted, although this number could increase taking into account coastal villages in Makira/Ulawa Province affected by storm surges and flooding. In 5 villages of Rennell and Bellona, there has been significant damage to housing and some roads remain blocked due to debris. There have been no reports of fatalities or injuries from the cyclone. Access to affected areas remains difficult, and the National Disaster Emergency Office is planning a rapid assessment once the current cyclone warning which is in place for much of the country has been cancelled. 
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Inter-Agency Coordination 
·   Fiji: A Pacific Humanitarian Team meeting is scheduled for the morning of March 17th, at which time immediate needs of the affected populations will be discussed. UNICEF Pacific has been liaising with UNOCHA, who are gathering information on the current situation from the Disaster Management Office (DISMAC). 
  
        Solomon Islands: The National Emergency Management Office is leading the rapid assessment and any necessary response. UNICEF Solomon Islands Field Office is in contact with the National Disaster Management Office, who are aware of the potential assistance UNICEF can provide. There is the possibility of the Regional Assistance Mission to the Solomon Islands (RAMSI) providing logistical assistance to remote communities for the rapid assessment.

Water, Environment and Sanitation 
Progress of activities during the week 

Fiji: No information yet available 

Solomon Islands: No information yet available 


Nutrition
Progress of activities during the week 

Fiji: No substantiated information yet available, although initial reports of considerable damage to food crops in the Northern Division may have eventual repercussions on nutritional status of women and children

Solomon Islands: No information yet available

Health
Progress of activities during the week 


Fiji: No information yet available

Solomon Islands: No information yet available

Education  
Progress of activities during the week 

Fiji: No information yet available


Solomon Islands: No information yet available

Child Protection 
Progress of activities during the week

Fiji: No information yet available

Solomon Islands: No information yet available




Logistics and Supplies
Fiji: 
The following key emergency supplies are available in UNICEF Pacific’s Fiji warehouse:
· 102,000 Oral Re-hydration Salts (ORS) sachets
· Water Purification Tablets-33mg (300,000 tablets)
· Water Purification Tablets- 1.67g (5000 tablets)
· 5,264 collapsible water containers
· 15 ‘1500 litre’ bladder tank kits
· 30 ‘5000 litre’ bladder tank kits
· Water Purifying Tablet Brochure- 4,000
· 30 ECD kits and 10 School in a Box
· 23 Recreation Kits
· 44 Health Kits
· 5 ’80 metre sq’ tents
· 3 ’42 metre sq’ tents
· 42 ’24 metre sq’ tents
· 160 tarpaulin (4m x 5m)
· Emergency HANDS publication (English)-3,500 (which has 5 key messages on hand washing, breastfeeding, food safety, drinking water and rubbish removal)
· Vitamin A 100,000 unit, 39 packs (of 500 capsules)
· Vitamin A 200,000 unit, 32 packs (of 500 capsules)
· 16,199 vials of measles vaccine 


Solomon Islands:
The following emergency supplies are available in UNICEF Pacific’s Honiara warehouse:
· 7 Health Kits
· 5 School in a Box Kits
· 3 Recreation Kits
· 4 ‘80 metre sq’ tents
· 6 ’42 metre sq’ tents
· 40 ’24 metre sq’ tents
· 130 tarpaulin (4m x 5m)
· 4560 collapsible 10L water containers
· 5 ‘1500 litre’ bladder tank kits

Funding

Funding Status and Allocation as of 16 March 2010
	Country
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	Total $
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	Country
	Donor
	Total (€)
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Staffing 

	New (international) staff assigned to emergency response
	Recruitment in process /  requested

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	






Security and Access
General Situation:
· All UNICEF Pacific staff have been accounted for, with warden systems in place for Suva and Nadi, Fiji. Those staff from the Field Offices who had travelled into Fiji for a retreat have been grouped into hotels in Nadi and Suva. All Field Office staff who remained in Solomon Islands are accounted for.


For further information please contact 

	Dr Isiye Ndombi
UNICEF Representative 
UNICEF Pacific

Telephone: 679 3300439
Facsimile: 679 3301667
indombi@unicef.org 
	Tim Sutton
Deputy Representative
UNICEF Pacific

Telephone: 679 3300439
Facsimile: 679 3301667
tsutton@unicef.org 
	Emmanuelle Abrioux
Chief, Education and Emergency Focal Point, UNICEF Pacific
	
Telephone: 679 3300439
Facsimile: 679 3301667
eabrioux@unicef.org 
	Will Parks
Chief, PAPE
UNICEF Pacific

Telephone: 679 3300439
Facsimile: 679 3301667
wparks@unicef.org 
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