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Next Situation Report to be issued on 22nd March 2010
THE WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Main highlights 
Fiji: There is still limited information available on the impact of the Cyclone, although it would appear that the islands which were in the direct path of the cyclone have suffered infrastructural damage. The estimated population located within a 40 mile radius of the cyclone’s path is noted as being approximately 30,000. Only one death to date has been attributed to the cyclone, and no serious injuries have officially been reported. On March 16th the Prime Minister declared a State of Natural Disaster, and the Government has made an official request for international assistance. 

The National Disaster Management Office and the Red Cross have initiated rapid assessments in Lau and Lomaiviti, Taveuni and Cikobia (preliminary results due back by Monday March 22nd). Aerial surveys have been undertaken by the New Zealand Defense Force and the Australian Defense Force. It is understood that more in depth sectoral assessments will be undertaken over the next week, and a team of 2 staff members are on stand-by to accompany a government ship to the Lau Island Group leaving Suva this weekend. Initial reports are that the island of Cikobia (pop 104) has been seriously affected with houses and schools destroyed and/or considerably damaged. Agricultural plots and gardens have suffered damages in the affected areas. Basic communication has been restored in most of the affected areas, with the exception of Taveuni Islands. Some areas in North Eastern, Central and Western Divisions remain without electricity. 

Virtually all Evacuation Centres have been closed, and a majority of evacuees have returned to their homes with the improvement in the weather. There are only 7 Evacuation Centres which remain open as of today, housing 263 evacuees. These centres are managed by the military, with security being provided by the police. Of the 7 Evacuation Centres, 6 are schools, which has hindered the return to schools for a certain number of students. The Australian and New Zealand Governments as well as the Red Cross have provided tarpaulins for emergency shelter. 

A number of health centres have reported damages or power failures, and this is currently being assessed by a Health Disaster Management Committee. A UNOCHA staff member has reported noting a number of damaged schools in the affected areas- including Cikobia, Savusavu, Moce, Lakeba PS (water tanks only) Uluiqalau, Duavata P.S and Secondary (Udu Point). There have apparently been requests made by Divisional Education Offices for temporary school tents, however this has not been confirmed by the central Ministry of Education. Schools listed included.The Fiji Government sent vessels to Northern and Eastern Divisions with relief items on March 17th. 

There has been no indication that the protection needs of women and children in the Evacuation Centres have been considered, and it has been recommended by the Protection Working Group & the Ministry of Women and Social Welfare that a rapid assessment take place to determine what, if any, issues are present. 

Both Australia and New Zealand have pledged one million dollars (in their respective currencies) for relief and recovery operations. 


Solomon Islands: Tropical Cyclone Ului is weakening and is now a Category 3, located near 15 South and 157.8 East on March 18th and moving in a southerly direction. A tropical cyclone watch advice however remains in force for Rennell/Bellona Province and heavy shows continue over most of the islands. Flooding remains a strong possibility for low coastal areas in Rennell/Bellona Province.
Due to the continued poor weather, an assessment team has not been able to travel to the affected locations, although damage reports have come in through radio communications. Damage to housing and food gardens would seem to be the most common impact of the cyclone. 


Inter-Agency Coordination 
·   Fiji: A UN Coordination Team meeting and a Pacific Humanitarian Team meeting took place on March 17th, albeit with little information/data presented. On March 18th, Hamish Weatherly (UNICEF Pacific Emergency Coordinator) went on an aerial fly-over exercise with the Australian Military as a means of better understanding the extent of the damage. 
  
        Solomon Islands: The government is organizing themselves based on a cluster approach under the National Disaster Operation Committee (NDOC) and the assessment teams to all affected areas are on stand by for deployment as soon as the weather improves. It has been agreed that each cluster will support the “Initial Response and Assessment” and will assign a representative for the joint assessment. NGO’s have also been welcomed to be part of the assessment teams- and will carry relief items with them on this exercise. 

The NDOC consists of the NDMO director, the chairs for six clusters as well as a Deputy Accounting General, Solomon Islands Red Cross and a UN representative. This is a new disaster management structure based on the cluster system, stated in Solomon Islands’ new DRM plan. UNICEF and the UN are working through this system in determining how best to support the Government.

Water, Environment and Sanitation 
Progress of activities during the week 

Fiji: 5000 flyers on the use of Puritabs have been printed, and will be sent for distribution alongside 10L collapsible water containers and personal soap bars over the next 24 hours. The flyers will be distributed by Red Cross volunteers, in conjunction with the water container and soap bars. UNICEF is recommending the distribution of water ‘packs’ for families, containing- 2 10L collapsible water containers, 6 bars of soap, information flyer and Water Purification Tablets. 

Solomon Islands: No activities to report. 

Nutrition
Progress of activities during the week 

Fiji: ‘Breastfeeding promotion in Emergency’ posters have been sent out with the Red Cross team travelling to northern Division on March 19th. 

Solomon Islands: No activities to report

Health
Progress of activities during the week 

Fiji: 5 New basic Emergency Health Kits were provided to the Fiji Ministry of Health, to be flown up to the Northern Division HQ on March 18th. 

Solomon Islands: No activities to report

Education  
Progress of activities during the week 

Fiji: No activities to report.


Solomon Islands: No activities to report

Child Protection 
Progress of activities during the week

Fiji: The protection cluster has met with the Ministry of Women and Social Welfare in order to discuss the possibility of a rapid assessment to the 7 Evacuation Centres in order to identify possible protection issues.

Solomon Islands: No activities to report


Logistics and Supplies
Fiji: 
· 5 Health Kits have been provided to the Ministry of Health for delivery to the Health Officer of the Northern Division. 
· 5000 copies of a communication flyer on the use of Water Purification Tablets (to be used with the 67 mg WPT being provided by AusAID) are being printed on March 18th and will be sent to Northern Division over the next few days.
· At this stage, UNICEF Pacific will not be providing any 33mg water purification tablets (for individual use), as AusAID has supplied sufficient quantities of the 67mg water purification tablets to accompany the 10L containers.


Solomon Islands:
· No emergency supplies have been requested/released to the NDMO.

Funding

Funding Status and Allocation as of 18 March 2010
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Staffing 

	New (international) staff assigned to emergency response
	Recruitment in process /  requested

	
	WASH Emergency Specialist

	
	

	
	

	
	






Security and Access
General Situation:
· All UNICEF Pacific staff who had travelled to Fiji for a UNICEF Retreat are accounted for and are all located in Suva. Staff who had remained in the Solomon Islands Field Office, are currently on their way to Fiji for the retreat/training exercise. 


For further information please contact 
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