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!฀HIGH฀AND฀RISING฀TEENAGE฀PREGNANCY฀RATE฀IS฀ANOTHER฀CONSEQUENCE฀OF฀RESTRICTED฀ACCESS฀

FOR฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀TO฀REPRODUCTIVE฀AND฀SEXUAL฀HEALTH฀SERVICES฀AND฀INFORMATION�฀4HE฀RATE฀IS฀

HIGHER฀FOR฀&IJIAN฀THAN฀)NDO
&IJIAN฀WOMEN�฀4HE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀(EALTH฀IS฀TRYING฀TO฀ADDRESS฀THIS฀

PROBLEM฀THROUGH฀AWARENESS฀PROGRAMMES฀AND฀BY฀EXPANDING฀REPRODUCTIVE฀HEALTH฀SERVICES�

#ONDOMS฀SHOULD฀BE฀THE฀MOST฀READILY฀AVAILABLE฀PROPHYLACTIC฀AGAINST฀34)฀INFECTION฀OR฀

UNINTENDED฀PREGNANCY�฀BUT฀STUDIES฀BY฀7(/฀�����	฀AND฀5.&0!฀�����	฀HAVE฀CONlRMED฀THAT฀

CONDOMS฀ARE฀STILL฀HARD฀TO฀GET฀IN฀RURAL฀COMMUNITIES฀AND฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀CAN฀BE฀EMBARRASSED฀TO฀

SEEK฀THEM฀IN฀PHARMACIES�฀#ONDOM฀USE฀IS฀BEING฀ENCOURAGED฀BY฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀(EALTH฀AND฀

VARIOUS฀.'/S฀AND฀AGENCIES฀THAT฀ARE฀WORKING฀TO฀PREVENT฀()6฀TRANSMISSION�฀4HE฀NUMBER฀OF฀

CONDOMS฀DISTRIBUTED฀HAS฀RISEN฀STEADILY฀BUT฀WHILE฀IT฀CAN฀BE฀ASSUMED฀THAT฀SOME฀ARE฀BEING฀USED฀

IN฀SITUATIONS฀OF฀HIGH
RISK฀SEX�฀THIS฀PROGRESS฀CANNOT฀BE฀QUANTIlED�

3UBSTANCE฀ABUSE฀IS฀NOW฀A฀GENERAL฀PROBLEM฀IN฀THE฀&IJI฀POPULATION�฀AND฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀ARE฀IN฀

THE฀FOREFRONT฀OF฀THE฀ASSOCIATED฀BEHAVIOURAL฀CHANGES�฀4HE฀����฀..3฀FOUND฀THAT฀ONE฀QUARTER฀

OF฀&IJI�S฀ADULT฀POPULATION฀NOW฀SMOKED�฀MORE฀MALES฀THAN฀FEMALES฀����฀AND฀���฀RESPECTIVELY	฀

AND฀MORE฀&IJIANS฀THAN฀)NDO
&IJIANS฀����฀AND฀���฀RESPECTIVELY	฀
฀ALTHOUGH฀MORE฀)NDO


&IJIANS฀SMOKED฀HEAVILY�฀฀&IVE฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀��
��฀YEAR฀OLDS฀REGULARLY฀SMOKED�฀$ESPITE฀ALL฀PUBLIC฀

EDUCATION฀PROGRAMMES�฀THERE฀HAD฀BEEN฀A฀SMALL฀OVERALL฀INCREASE฀IN฀THE฀OVERALL฀PROPORTION฀OF฀

SMOKERS฀n฀UP฀����฀SINCE฀����฀n฀AND฀IN฀THE฀PROPORTION฀OF฀YOUNG฀ADOLESCENTS฀WHO฀SMOKED฀n฀UP฀

����฀FOR฀MALES฀AND฀����฀FOR฀FEMALES฀SINCE฀�����

!LCOHOL฀USE฀HAS฀ALSO฀BECOME฀MORE฀WIDESPREAD�฀4HE฀����฀..3฀FOUND฀THAT฀���฀OF฀THE฀ADULT฀

POPULATION฀REPORTED฀DRINKING฀ALCOHOL�฀AGAIN฀MORE฀MALES฀THAN฀FEMALES฀����฀AND฀���฀

RESPECTIVELY	�฀!LCOHOL฀USE฀WAS฀WIDESPREAD฀AMONG฀YOUNG฀ADOLESCENTS�฀WITH฀���฀OF฀��
��฀YEAR


OLD฀MALES฀AND฀���฀OF฀FEMALES฀REGULARLY฀DRINKING�฀AND฀���฀OF฀THESE฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀REPORTING฀

BINGE฀DRINKING�฀$RINKING฀WAS฀MORE฀COMMON฀AMONG฀&IJIANS฀THAN฀)NDO
&IJIANS�฀)N฀�����฀

HOWEVER�฀FEWER฀PEOPLE฀REPORTED฀DRINKING฀MORE฀THAN฀�฀DAYS฀A฀WEEK฀THAN฀IN฀�����฀WHEN฀THE฀

PREVIOUS฀.ATIONAL฀.UTRITION฀3URVEY฀WAS฀CONDUCTED�฀2ISKS฀ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀ALCOHOL฀USE฀INCLUDE฀

ACCIDENTS�฀HIGH฀RISK฀SEXUAL฀BEHAVIOUR�฀DOMESTIC฀VIOLENCE�฀CRIME�฀AND฀DEPLETION฀OF฀FAMILY฀

BUDGETS�฀-ARIJUANA฀USE฀IS฀WIDESPREAD�฀INCLUDING฀AMONG฀SCHOOL฀CHILDREN�฀DESPITE฀MANDATORY฀

PRISON฀SENTENCES฀FOR฀POSSESSION฀AND฀USE�฀9AQONA฀�KAVA	฀CONSUMPTION฀IS฀ALSO฀GREATER฀AND฀MORE฀

WIDESPREAD฀THAN฀IN฀�����฀!GAIN�฀MORE฀MALES฀THAN฀FEMALES฀AND฀MORE฀&IJIANS฀THAN฀)NDO
&IJIANS฀

REGULARLY฀DRINK฀YAQONA�฀3IXTY
NINE฀PERCENT฀OF฀ADULTS฀SURVEYED฀IN฀THE฀����฀..3฀DRANK฀KAVA฀

�
�฀DAYS฀PER฀WEEK�฀AND฀���฀DID฀SO฀DAILY�฀

�C	฀฀7OMEN

-ATERNAL฀AND฀CHILD฀HEALTH฀SERVICES฀ARE฀AVAILABLE฀IN฀GOVERNMENT฀CLINICS฀AND฀WITH฀PRIVATE฀

PRACTITIONERS฀THROUGHOUT฀&IJI�฀3INCE฀THE฀EARLY฀����S�฀A฀STEADY฀���฀OF฀WOMEN฀HAVE฀GIVEN฀

BIRTH฀IN฀HOSPITALS฀EQUIPPED฀WITH฀AT฀LEAST฀BASIC฀ESSENTIAL฀EMERGENCY฀OBSTETRIC฀CARE�฀4HE฀

MATERNAL฀MORTALITY฀RATE฀IN฀&IJI�S฀RELATIVELY฀SMALL฀POPULATION฀mUCTUATES฀WIDELY฀AND฀THIS฀

LIMITS฀ITS฀USEFULNESS฀AS฀A฀GENERAL฀MEASUREMENT฀OF฀HEALTH���฀)N฀�����฀THE฀MATERNAL฀MORTALITY฀

RATE฀WAS฀�����฀PER฀�������฀LIVE฀BIRTHS�฀WHILE฀THE฀OVERALL฀AVERAGE฀FOR฀����
����฀WAS฀������฀

#OMPLEMENTARY฀INDICATORS฀ARE฀THE฀#RUDE฀"IRTH฀2ATE฀�����������฀����	฀AND฀THE฀#ONTRACEPTIVE฀

0REVALENCE฀2ATE฀�������฀����	�฀-ATERNAL฀MORTALITY฀AND฀MORBIDITY฀IS฀NOW฀LESS฀RELATED฀TO฀THE฀
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CONDITIONS฀OF฀DELIVERY฀AND฀MORE฀TO฀LONG
TERM฀HEALTH฀RISKS฀SUCH฀AS฀RHEUMATIC฀HEART฀DISEASE�฀

OBESITY�฀DIABETES฀AND฀ANAEMIA฀WHICH฀EXACERBATE฀COMPLICATIONS฀OF฀PREGNANCY฀AND฀CHILD


BEARING�฀4HE฀LEADING฀CAUSE฀OF฀MATERNAL฀DEATHS฀IN฀����฀WAS฀RUPTURED฀ECTOPIC฀PREGNANCY฀

����	���฀#OMPLICATIONS฀OF฀PREGNANCY฀ARE฀STILL฀A฀MAJOR฀REASON฀FOR฀WOMEN฀TO฀BE฀HOSPITALISED�฀

2EDUCING฀MATERNAL฀DEATHS฀AND฀PREGNANCY
RELATED฀ILLNESS฀WILL฀AGAIN฀REQUIRE฀SUB
NATIONAL฀

DIFFERENCES฀IN฀MATERNAL฀HEALTH฀CONDITIONS฀TO฀BE฀BETTER฀IDENTIlED฀AND฀ADDRESSED�฀

&IGURE฀���฀฀-AIN฀CONTRACEPTIVE฀METHODS�฀����
����

฀฀฀

3OURCE�฀-INISTRY฀OF฀(EALTH�฀����

&AMILY฀PLANNING฀SERVICES฀HAVE฀BEEN฀WIDELY฀AVAILABLE฀IN฀&IJI฀FOR฀THE฀PAST฀��฀YEARS�฀AND฀ARE฀

PROVIDED฀FREE฀IN฀ALL฀'OVERNMENT฀MEDICAL฀STATIONS฀THROUGHOUT฀&IJI�฀&ROM฀����฀TO฀����฀THE฀

CONTRACEPTIVE฀PREVALENCE฀RATE฀HAS฀RANGED฀BETWEEN฀��฀AND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀WOMEN฀OF฀CHILD


BEARING฀AGE�฀WHICH฀IS฀MODERATELY฀HIGH�฀4HE฀EMPHASIS฀IS฀ON฀THE฀HEALTH฀BENElTS฀OF฀WELL
SPACED฀

BIRTHS฀AND�฀WHILE฀A฀@CAFETERIA�฀CHOICE฀OF฀METHODS฀HAS฀BEEN฀CHAMPIONED�฀MOST฀PROMOTION฀HAS฀

BEEN฀GIVEN฀TO฀LONG
ACTING฀METHODS�฀SUCH฀AS฀PILLS�฀DEPO
PROVERA฀AND฀STERILISATION�฀6ASECTOMY฀

IS฀STILL฀LITTLE฀USED�฀"IRTH฀CONTROL฀IS฀MORE฀WIDELY฀PRACTICED฀THAN฀THE฀OFlCIAL฀CONTRACEPTIVE฀

PREVALENCE฀RATE฀SUGGESTS�฀FOR฀THIS฀lGURE฀IS฀COMPILED฀ONLY฀FROM฀GOVERNMENT฀HEALTH฀SERVICES฀AND฀

MISSES฀OUT฀THE฀MANY฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀USE฀PRIVATE฀HEALTH฀SERVICES�฀TRADITIONAL฀METHODS฀�INCLUDING฀

RHYTHM฀AND฀WITHDRAWAL�฀USED฀PARTICULARLY฀BY฀&IJIAN฀COUPLES	�฀OR฀POORLY฀COUNTED฀METHODS฀

�CONDOMS	�฀USED฀PARTICULARLY฀BY฀)NDO
&IJIAN฀COUPLES���฀฀฀

��
฀-INISTRY฀OF฀(EALTH�฀�����

��฀'OVERNMENT฀OF฀&IJI�฀����฀-$'฀2EPORT�
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&IGURE฀���฀฀฀#ONTRACEPTIVE฀PREVALENCE฀RATE�฀����
����

฀฀

3OURCE�฀-INISTRY฀OF฀(EALTH�฀����

4HE฀MOST฀COMMON฀CANCERS฀IN฀FEMALES฀ARE฀CERVICAL�฀BREAST฀AND฀UTERINE���฀#ANCERS฀OF฀THE฀

FEMALE฀REPRODUCTIVE฀ORGANS฀MAKE฀UP฀ALMOST฀���฀OF฀CANCERS฀IN฀BOTH฀MALES฀AND฀FEMALES�฀

GIVING฀WOMEN฀A฀MUCH฀HIGHER฀INCIDENCE฀OF฀CANCER฀THAN฀MEN�฀4HE฀INCIDENCE฀OF฀CANCER฀IS฀ALSO฀

MUCH฀HIGHER฀IN฀&IJIANS฀THAN฀)NDO
&IJIANS���฀4HE฀PARTICULARLY฀HIGH฀INCIDENCE฀OF฀CERVICAL฀CANCER฀

IN฀&IJI�฀WHICH฀ALONE฀ACCOUNTS฀FOR฀���฀OF฀CANCERS฀IN฀WOMEN���฀IS฀RELATED฀TO฀THE฀PREVALENCE฀OF฀

34)S�฀4HE฀DEATH฀RATE฀FROM฀CANCER฀IS฀RELATED฀TO฀THE฀MINIMAL฀PAP฀TEST฀SCREENING฀AVAILABLE฀FOR฀

WOMEN�฀ALTHOUGH฀THIS฀TEST฀IS฀NOW฀PROMOTED฀BY฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀(EALTH�฀

/BESITY฀IS฀MORE฀PREVALENT฀IN฀WOMEN฀THAN฀MEN�฀4HE฀����฀..3฀FOUND฀THAT฀�����฀OF฀WOMEN฀

WERE฀OVERWEIGHT฀AND฀�����฀WERE฀OBESE�฀!LTHOUGH฀&IJIAN฀FEMALES฀HAD฀THE฀HIGHEST฀RATE฀OF฀

OBESITY฀������	�฀THE฀RATE฀WAS฀INCREASING฀QUICKLY฀FOR฀)NDO
&IJIAN฀WOMEN฀ALSO�฀/VERWEIGHT฀AND฀

OBESITY฀ARE฀MAJOR฀RISK฀FACTORS฀FOR฀.#$S฀AND฀LINKED฀TO฀THE฀HIGH฀INCIDENCE฀RATES฀OF฀DIABETES฀AND฀

HEART฀DISEASES�

���฀฀฀฀!DDRESSING฀HEALTH฀NEEDS

4HE฀����฀..3฀SUMMARISED฀THE฀MAIN฀NUTRITION฀RELATED฀ISSUES฀THAT฀NEED฀TO฀BE฀ADDRESSED฀IN฀

ORDER฀TO฀IMPROVE฀THE฀GENERAL฀HEALTH฀OF฀THE฀&IJI฀POPULATION�

s฀฀฀฀฀2EDUCE฀THE฀PREVALENCE฀OF฀ANAEMIA�฀BY฀INCREASING฀CONSUMPTION฀OF฀IRON
RICH฀FOODS�฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀INCLUDING฀FORTIlCATION฀OF฀COMMONLY฀EATEN฀PROCESSED฀FOOD�฀AND฀BETTER฀MONITORING฀OF฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀PREGNANT฀WOMEN฀CHILDREN฀AND฀ADOLESCENTS

s฀฀฀฀฀฀2EDUCE฀THE฀PREVALENCE฀OF฀OVERWEIGHT฀AND฀OBESITY฀IN฀CHILDREN฀AND฀ADULTS�฀BY฀BETTER฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀EDUCATION�฀SCHOOL
BASED฀PROGRAMMES�฀PROMOTING฀OF฀PHYSICAL฀ACTIVITY�฀LOWER฀CONSUMPTION฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀OF฀SUGAR�฀FAT฀AND฀SALTY฀FOODS�฀AND฀HIGHER฀CONSUMPTION฀OF฀FRUITS฀AND฀VEGETABLES�฀

s฀฀฀฀฀฀2EDUCE฀THE฀INCIDENCE฀RATES฀OF฀,"7฀BABIES฀BY฀BETTER฀MATERNAL฀HEALTH฀PROGRAMMES฀AND฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀PROMOTION฀OF฀EARLY฀PRENATAL฀CLINIC฀AND฀REGULAR฀CHECK
UPS�฀
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s฀฀฀฀฀฀)MPROVE฀GROWTH฀AND฀REDUCE฀UNDERWEIGHT฀CHILDREN฀BY฀PROMOTING฀BETTER฀INFANT฀AND฀CHILD฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀FEEDING฀PRACTICES�฀EXCLUSIVE฀BREASTFEEDING�฀EXPANSION฀OF฀THE฀@BABY฀FRIENDLY฀HOSPITAL฀AND฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀WORK฀PLACE฀INITIATIVES��฀LEGISLATION฀ON฀THE฀&IJI฀#ODE฀FOR฀-ARKETING฀"REASTMILK฀3UBSTITUTES�฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀BETTER฀INFANT฀GROWTH฀MONITORING฀PROGRAMMES฀

s฀฀฀฀฀฀2EDUCE฀THE฀PREVALENCE฀OF฀HIGH฀BIRTH฀WEIGHT฀�("7	฀฀BY฀MONITORING฀WEIGHT฀GAIN฀IN฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀PREGNANT฀WOMEN�฀PUBLIC฀EDUCATION�฀AND฀PROMOTION฀OF฀HEALTH฀LIVING�

s฀฀฀฀฀฀2EDUCE฀THE฀INCIDENCE฀OF฀DIARRHOEA�฀SKIN฀INFECTIONS�฀PARASITIC฀INFESTATION฀AND฀OTHER฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀INFECTIONS฀BY฀PROMOTING฀HYGIENE฀AND฀SANITATION�฀EXPANDED฀SAFE฀WATER฀SUPPLY�฀BETTER฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀IMMUNISATION฀COVERAGE�฀AND฀MORE฀PROMOTION฀OF฀THE฀USE฀OF฀ORAL฀RE
HYDRATION฀FOR฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀DIARRHOEA�

s฀฀฀฀฀฀2EDUCE฀PREVALENCE฀RATES฀OF฀.#$฀RISK฀FACTORS฀BY฀INCREASING฀TAXES฀ON฀ALCOHOL฀AND฀TOBACCO�฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀HEALTH฀PROMOTION฀ACTIVITIES฀ESPECIALLY฀FOR฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE�฀BETTER฀MONITORING฀OF฀ANTI


฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀SMOKING฀LAWS�฀AND฀PROMOTING฀PHYSICAL฀ACTIVITIES�฀HEALTHY฀DIETS฀AND฀REGULAR฀HEALTH฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀CHECK
UPS�฀

s฀฀฀฀฀฀)MPROVE฀FOOD฀CONSUMPTION฀PATTERNS฀BY฀PROMOTING฀HEALTHY฀DIETS�฀LOCAL฀PRODUCTION฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀OF฀NUTRITIOUS฀FOODS�฀AND฀CONTROLS฀ON฀THE฀IMPORTATION฀OF฀FOODS฀TO฀MEET฀MINIMUM฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀NUTRITIONAL฀STANDARDS�฀

s฀฀฀฀฀฀)MPROVE฀FAMILY฀FOOD฀PRODUCTION฀AND฀HOUSEHOLD฀FOOD฀SECURITY฀BY฀ENCOURAGING฀FAMILY฀FOOD฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀PRODUCTION�฀ENACTMENT฀AND฀MONITORING฀OF฀FOOD฀STANDARDS฀LEGISLATION�฀BETTER฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀ENVIRONMENTAL฀MANAGEMENT฀AND฀POVERTY฀ALLEVIATION฀PROGRAMMES�฀฀

s฀฀฀฀฀฀&ORMULATE฀A฀POLICY฀AND฀PLAN฀OF฀ACTION฀FOR฀NUTRITION฀TO฀ADDRESS฀IMPROVED฀HOUSEHOLD฀FOOD฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀SECURITY�฀PROMOTION฀OF฀BETTER฀DIETARY฀PATTERNS�฀FOOD฀QUALITY฀STANDARDS฀AND฀CONTROL�฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀POVERTY฀ALLEVIATION�฀AND฀STRENGTHENED฀PUBLIC฀HEALTH฀SERVICES�
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��฀฀%DUCATION

���฀฀0RIMARY฀AND฀3ECONDARY฀%DUCATION

3CHOOL฀ENROLMENTS฀IN฀&IJI฀ARE฀HIGH�฀WITH฀A฀.ET฀%NROLMENT฀2ATIO฀OF฀AROUND฀�����฀%NTRY฀TO฀

PRIMARY฀EDUCATION฀IS฀ALMOST฀UNIVERSAL฀IN฀&IJI�฀EQUALLY฀SO฀FOR฀BOYS฀AND฀GIRLS฀�&IGURE฀���	�฀)T฀

IS฀IMPORTANT฀TO฀NOTE�฀HOWEVER�฀THAT฀THESE฀lGURES฀ARE฀BASED฀ON฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀%DUCATION�S฀

ESTIMATIONS฀OF฀THE฀TOTAL฀CHILD฀POPULATION฀AND฀IN฀THE฀ABSENCE฀OF฀A฀RECENT฀CENSUS�฀IT฀IS฀IMPOSSIBLE฀

TO฀CONlRM฀THESE฀lGURES�฀4HE฀MOST฀RECENT฀DATA฀ON฀SCHOOL฀ENROLMENTS฀BY฀AGE฀COMES฀FROM฀THE฀

����฀CENSUS฀�&IGURE฀���	

&IGURE฀���฀฀฀3CHOOL฀ENROLMENTS฀BY฀AGE�฀����

"UREAU฀OF฀3TATISTICS�฀����฀#ENSUS

4HIS฀SIGNIlCANT฀NATIONAL฀ACHIEVEMENT฀HAS฀COME฀ABOUT฀THROUGH฀THE฀JOINT฀EFFORTS฀OF฀THE฀

-INISTRY฀OF฀%DUCATION฀AND฀THE฀MANY฀.'/S�฀LOCAL฀COMMUNITIES�฀CHURCHES฀AND฀PRIVATE฀

ORGANISATIONS฀THAT฀OPERATE฀SCHOOLS฀OR฀PROGRAMMES฀TO฀ASSIST฀UNDER
PRIVILEGED฀CHILDREN�฀/VER฀

THE฀PAST฀DECADE�฀A฀STRONG฀PUSH฀TO฀WIDEN฀ACCESS฀TO฀SCHOOL฀BY฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀%DUCATION฀AND฀

THE฀MANY฀.'/S฀THAT฀OPERATE฀SCHOOLS฀OR฀PROGRAMMES฀TO฀ASSIST฀UNDER
PRIVILEGED฀FAMILIES฀HAS฀

CONSIDERABLY฀REDUCED฀THE฀NUMBER฀OF฀CHILDREN฀WHO฀NEVER฀ATTEND฀SCHOOL฀OR฀DO฀NOT฀COMPLETE฀

BASIC฀EDUCATION���฀฀

#OMMUNITY฀INVOLVEMENT฀IN฀SCHOOL฀MANAGEMENT฀IS฀ENCOURAGED฀BY฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀%DUCATION�฀

WHICH฀CONCENTRATES฀ON฀PROVIDING฀MATERIAL฀AND฀TECHNICAL฀SUPPORT฀AND฀SUPERVISION฀TO฀SCHOOLS฀

AND฀TEACHERS�฀&ROM฀����฀TO฀�����฀THE฀&IJI฀'OVERNMENT฀HAS฀SPENT฀AROUND฀���฀OF฀ITS฀ANNUAL฀

BUDGET฀ON฀EDUCATION���฀฀

3INCE฀THE฀EARLY฀����S�฀THE฀-INISTRY฀HAS฀WORKED฀TOWARDS฀MAKING฀BASIC฀SCHOOL฀EDUCATION฀

COMPULSORY฀
฀ALTHOUGH฀NOT฀FULLY฀FREE฀
฀FOR฀CHILDREN฀AGED฀�฀TO฀��฀YEARS฀BY฀PROGRESSIVELY฀

EXTENDING฀FEE
FREE฀EDUCATION฀TO฀COVER฀ALL฀BASIC฀EDUCATION฀YEARS�฀INCREASING฀THE฀AMOUNT฀OF฀

��
&IJI฀'OVERNMENT�฀�����฀

��
-INISTRY฀OF฀%DUCATION�฀�����฀!NNUAL฀lGURES฀WERE�฀�����฀������฀�����฀����฀�����฀������฀�����฀������฀�����฀������
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TUITION฀FEE
FREE฀GRANTS฀TO฀SCHOOLS���฀INCREASING฀THE฀NUMBER฀OF฀CIVIL฀SERVANT฀TEACHER฀POSTS���฀฀

HELPING฀EXTEND฀PRE
SCHOOL฀EDUCATION�฀ESTABLISHING฀MORE฀RURAL฀SCHOOLS฀AND฀PROVIDING฀TRANSPORT฀

ASSISTANCE฀TO฀CHILDREN฀IN฀REMOTE฀AREAS�฀IMPROVING฀THE฀QUALITY฀OF฀TEACHING฀STAFF฀AND฀SCHOOL฀

MANAGEMENT฀THROUGH฀PRE
SERVICE฀AND฀IN
SERVICE฀TRAINING�฀AND฀PROMOTING฀COMMUNITY฀SUPPORT฀

FOR฀EDUCATION���฀�4HERE฀HAS฀ALSO฀BEEN฀A฀CONSIDERABLE฀INCREASE฀IN฀EDUCATION฀OPPORTUNITIES฀

FOR฀CHILDREN฀WITH฀DISABILITIES฀THROUGHOUT฀&IJI�	฀!S฀4ABLE฀����฀SHOWS�฀THERE฀HAS฀BEEN฀A฀NET฀

DECREASE฀IN฀PRIMARY฀SCHOOL฀ENROLMENTS฀AND฀A฀FALL฀IN฀ENROLMENTS฀AT฀SCHOOLS฀CLOSE฀TO฀URBAN฀

AREAS฀�POSSIBLY฀BECAUSE฀OF฀INCREASED฀INABILITY฀TO฀AFFORD฀SCHOOLING	฀BUT฀A฀LARGE฀INCREASE฀IN฀VERY฀

REMOTE฀SCHOOL฀ENROLMENTS���฀฀

4ABLE฀����฀฀0RIMARY฀SCHOOL฀ENROLMENTS�฀����฀AND฀����

฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀฀.UMBER฀OF฀CHILDREN฀฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀!VERAGE

฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ����฀ ฀ ����฀ ฀฀฀ANNUAL฀CHANGE฀��	

฀ ฀ ฀

฀฀฀!LL฀SCHOOLS฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ �������฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀�������฀ ฀ 
���

฀ ฀ ฀ ฀

฀฀฀5RBAN฀SCHOOLS฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀฀������฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀������฀ ฀ ���

฀ ฀ ฀

฀฀฀2URAL฀SCHOOLS฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀฀������฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀������฀ ฀ 
���

฀฀฀
฀CLOSE฀TO฀URBAN฀AREAS฀ ฀ ฀ ฀฀������฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀������฀ ฀ 
���

฀฀฀
฀REMOTE฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀฀������฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀������฀ ฀ ���

฀฀฀
฀VERY฀REMOTE฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀฀������฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀������฀ ฀ ���

฀3OURCE�฀&OCUS฀%CONOMICS�฀����

4ABLE฀����฀฀3PECIAL฀3CHOOLS฀FOR฀$ISABLED฀#HILDREN�฀����

฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀&IJIAN฀฀฀฀฀)NDIAN฀฀฀฀฀/THERS฀ 4OTAL

฀฀"A฀3CHOOL฀FOR฀3PECIAL฀%DUCATION฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀�฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀
฀ ฀฀฀��

฀฀&IJI฀3CHOOL฀FOR฀THE฀"LIND฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀�฀ ฀฀฀��

฀฀'OSPEL฀3CHOOL฀FOR฀THE฀$EAF฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀�฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀�฀ ฀฀฀��

฀฀(ILTON฀3PECIAL฀3CHOOL฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀�฀ ฀฀฀��

฀฀,ABASA฀3CHOOL฀FOR฀THE฀$ISABLED฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀
฀ ฀���

฀฀,AUTOKA฀3CHOOL฀FOR฀3PECIAL฀%DUCATION฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀���

฀฀,AUTOKA฀3UNSHINE฀3CHOOL฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀�฀ ฀���

฀฀,EVUKA฀3CHOOL฀FOR฀3PECIAL฀%DUCATION฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀�฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀�฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀�฀ ฀฀฀��

฀฀.ADI฀#ENTRE฀FOR฀3PECIAL฀%DUCATION฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀ 
฀ ฀฀฀��

฀฀.AUSORI฀3PECIAL฀%DUCATION฀3CHOOL฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀�฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀
฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀��

฀฀2A฀3OCIETY฀3CHOOL฀FOR฀$ISABLED฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀�฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀
฀ ฀฀฀��

฀฀3AVUSAVU฀(ANDICAPPED฀3CHOOL฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀�฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀�฀ ฀฀฀��

฀฀3IGATOKA฀3CHOOL฀FOR฀3PECIAL฀%DUCATION฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀�฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀�฀ ฀฀฀��

฀฀3UVA฀)NTELLECTUALLY฀(ANDICAPPED฀3CHOOL฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀���

฀฀4HE฀%ARLY฀)NTERVENTION฀#ENTRE฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀�฀ ฀฀฀��

฀฀6EILOMANI฀2EHABILITATION฀7ORKSHOP฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀
฀ ฀฀฀��

฀฀6OCATIONAL฀4RAINING฀#ENTRE฀
฀3UVA฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀�฀ ฀฀฀��

฀฀4/4!,฀฀ ฀ ฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀ ฀฀���฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀���฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀���฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀����

3OURCE�฀-INISTRY฀OF฀%DUCATION�฀�����฀

��
/NLY฀�฀OF฀THE฀���฀PRIMARY฀SCHOOLS฀AND฀��฀OF฀THE฀���฀SECONDARY฀SCHOOLS฀ARE฀RUN฀BY฀'OVERNMENT�฀

฀฀฀฀�����	฀-OST฀ARE฀OPERATED฀BY฀COMMUNITY฀OR฀CHURCH฀ORGANISATIONS�฀
��

4HE฀REASON฀THAT฀BASIC฀EDUCATION฀IS฀NOT฀FULLY฀FREE฀IS฀THAT฀ALMOST฀ALL฀SCHOOLS฀ARE฀OPERATED฀BY฀NON
GOVERNMENT฀฀฀฀฀
฀฀฀฀ORGANISATIONS�฀AND฀GOVERNMENT฀CANNOT฀CONTROL฀ANY฀OTHER฀COSTS฀THAN฀TUITION฀FEES�
��

#OORDINATING฀#OMMITTEE฀ON฀#HILDREN�฀�����฀-INISTRY฀OF฀%DUCATION�฀ALL฀RECENT฀YEARS�
��

฀&OCUS฀%CONOMICS�฀�����
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-ANY฀CHILDREN฀IN฀&IJI฀MUST฀TRAVEL฀A฀LONG฀DISTANCE฀TO฀SCHOOL�฀AS฀SHOWN฀IN฀4ABLE฀�����฀INCLUDING฀

ALMOST฀ONE฀THIRD฀OF฀URBAN฀STUDENTS฀WHO฀TRAVEL฀MORE฀THAN฀�฀KM฀TO฀AND฀FROM฀SCHOOL฀DAILY�฀OFTEN฀

PASSING฀OTHER฀SCHOOLS฀IN฀ORDER฀TO฀ATTEND฀ONE฀WITH฀A฀MORE฀DESIRABLE฀ETHNIC฀FOCUS�฀RELIGION�฀OR฀

QUALITY���฀)N฀REMOTE฀PARTS฀OF฀&IJI�฀EVEN฀VERY฀YOUNG฀CHILDREN฀OFTEN฀BOARD฀AT฀SCHOOL฀DURING฀THE฀

WEEK฀FOR฀SCHOOL฀WOULD฀BE฀TOO฀FAR฀AWAY฀OTHERWISE�฀)N฀THESE฀OFTEN฀POOR฀COMMUNITIES�฀FEEDING฀

AND฀MAINTAINING฀CHILDREN฀AT฀BOARDING฀FACILITIES฀CAN฀BE฀DIFlCULT�฀฀฀

4HERE฀IS฀CONCERN฀THAT฀THERE฀HAS฀BEEN฀A฀SIGNIlCANT฀DECLINE฀IN฀THE฀QUALITY฀OF฀EDUCATION฀AND฀THE฀

STANDARDS฀ACHIEVED�฀BOTH฀IN฀BASIC฀NUMERACY฀AND฀LITERACY�฀3TUDENTS฀IN฀REMOTE฀AND฀VERY฀REMOTE฀

SCHOOLS฀ARE฀MOST฀DISADVANTAGED฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀THEIR฀PASS฀RATES฀IN฀NATIONAL฀EXAMINATIONS฀�4ABLE฀

����	�฀4HE฀GOVERNMENT�S฀RESPONSE฀HAS฀LARGELY฀BEEN฀TO฀INCREASE฀FUNDING฀FOR฀SCHOOLS�฀ALTHOUGH฀

THERE฀HAS฀BEEN฀LITTLE฀RESEARCH฀INTO฀THE฀MOST฀EFFECTIVE฀TARGETING฀OF฀THESE฀RESOURCES���฀.ARSEY฀

�����	฀NOTED฀THAT฀DIFFERENCES฀IN฀EDUCATION฀QUALITY฀MIRRORED฀SIGNIlCANT฀DIFFERENCES฀IN฀THE฀

CAPACITIES฀OF฀SCHOOLS฀TO฀GENERATE฀THEIR฀OWN฀FUNDS�฀&OR฀EVERY฀DOLLAR฀PROVIDED฀BY฀GOVERNMENT�฀

URBAN฀SCHOOLS฀SPENT฀AN฀ADDITIONAL฀������฀RURAL฀SCHOOLS฀AN฀ADDITIONAL฀��฀CENTS�฀REMOTE฀SCHOOLS฀

��฀CENTS�฀AND฀VERY฀REMOTE฀SCHOOLS฀��฀CENTS���฀0OORER฀COMMUNITIES฀GENERALLY฀HAVE฀LESS฀EXTRA฀

MONEY฀TO฀INVEST฀IN฀THE฀SCHOOLS฀THEIR฀CHILDREN฀ATTEND�฀AND฀THEREFORE฀LOWER
INCOME฀STUDENTS฀

GENERALLY฀ATTEND฀POORER฀QUALITY฀SCHOOLS�฀)MPROVING฀THE฀QUALITY฀OF฀SCHOOLS฀IS฀A฀PRO
POOR฀POLICY฀

THAT฀HAS฀WIDE฀POTENTIAL฀BENElTS฀FOR฀DISADVANTAGED฀GROUPS�

4ABLE฀����฀฀)NDICATORS฀OF฀ACCESS฀TO฀EDUCATION�฀����฀

฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ 5RBAN฀ ฀฀฀฀2URAL฀฀฀฀฀฀2EMOTE฀฀฀฀฀6ERY฀2EMOTE฀ ฀4OTAL

฀฀"OOKS฀PER฀PUPIL฀฀ ฀ ฀฀฀���฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀���฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀���฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀���฀ ฀฀฀฀���

฀฀$ESK฀PLACES฀PER฀PUPIL฀ ฀ ฀฀฀���฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀���฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀���฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀���฀ ฀฀฀฀���

฀฀0ERCENTAGE฀BOARDING฀ ฀ ฀฀฀���฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀���฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀���฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀���฀ ฀฀฀฀���

฀฀0ERCENTAGE฀REPEATING฀ ฀ ฀฀฀���฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀���฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀���฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀���฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀���

฀฀0ERCENTAGE฀TRAVELLING฀��฀KM฀ ฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��

฀฀0ERCENTAGE฀WALKING฀�฀�฀KM฀ ฀฀���฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀���฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀���฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀���฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀���

฀฀&AILURE฀RATES�฀%NGLISH฀
฀ ฀ ฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��

฀฀&AILURE฀RATES�฀-ATHEMATICS฀
฀ ฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��

฀฀&AILURE฀RATES�฀"ASIC฀SCIENCE฀
฀ ฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀��

3OURCE�฀.ARSEY�฀����฀฀
&IJI฀SECONDARY฀SCHOOL฀ENTRANCE฀EXAMINATION฀�&%9%	

4HE฀3$,฀'OVERNMENT�S฀AFlRMATIVE฀ACTION฀POLICIES฀FOR฀INDIGENOUS฀&IJIANS฀AND฀2OTUMANS฀

WERE฀ESPECIALLY฀APPLICABLE฀TO฀EDUCATION�฀AND฀CONTINUE฀TO฀DIRECT฀THE฀POLICIES฀OF฀THE฀-INISTRY฀

OF฀%DUCATION�฀)N฀THE฀NAME฀OF฀SOCIAL฀JUSTICE�฀SCHOOL฀DEVELOPMENT฀PROGRAMMES฀AIMED฀TO฀

PARTICULARLY฀IMPROVE฀EDUCATION฀AND฀TRAINING฀OPPORTUNITIES฀FOR฀&IJIAN฀AND฀2OTUMAN฀

��������.ARSEY�฀�����

4HE฀&IJI฀%DUCATION฀3ECTOR฀0ROGRAMME฀PROVIDES฀INFRASTRUCTURE฀SUPPORT฀TO฀���฀OF฀THE฀
MOST฀DISADVANTAGED฀SCHOOLS฀IN฀THE฀COUNTRY�฀3CHOOL฀SELECTION฀WAS฀UNDERTAKEN฀USING฀BASELINE฀
DATA฀FROM฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀%DUCATION�S฀DATABASE฀AND฀MERGING฀IT฀WITH฀A฀SPECIALLY฀DESIGNED฀
3CHOOLS฀)NFRASTRUCTURE฀$ISADVANTAGE฀)NDICES�฀4HE฀NEEDS฀OF฀THESE฀SCHOOLS฀WERE฀CONlRMED฀
THROUGH฀DETAILED฀QUESTIONNAIRES฀AND฀SITE฀VISITS�฀4HE฀TARGETED฀SCHOOLS฀ARE฀DRAWN฀FROM฀ALL฀
FOURTEEN฀PROVINCES�฀ALL฀NINE฀EDUCATION฀DISTRICTS�฀ALL฀FOUR฀EDUCATION฀DIVISIONS�฀AND฀ARE฀SPREAD฀
ACROSS฀��฀ISLANDS�฀/VER฀���฀OF฀THE฀SCHOOLS฀ARE฀IN฀REMOTE฀OR฀VERY฀REMOTE฀LOCATIONS�

3OURCE�฀-INISTRY฀OF฀%DUCATION�฀����
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STUDENTS฀AND฀FOCUS฀SCHOOL฀IMPROVEMENT฀PROGRAMMES฀ON฀THESE฀COMMUNITIES�฀4O฀THIS฀END�฀

A฀&IJIAN฀%DUCATION฀"OARD฀WAS฀ESTABLISHED฀TO฀PROVIDE฀ADVICE฀TO฀THE฀-INISTER฀OF฀%DUCATION฀

AND฀SCHOOLS฀WITH฀PREDOMINANTLY฀&IJIAN฀STUDENTS฀WERE฀DESIGNATED฀#ENTRES฀OF฀%XCELLENCE฀AND฀

PROVIDED฀HIGHER฀STANDARD฀FACILITIES฀AND฀EQUIPMENT�฀

4HESE฀POLICIES฀FOR฀EDUCATION฀WERE฀INmUENCED฀BY฀THE฀GOVERNMENT�S฀POLITICAL฀MANIFESTO�฀THE฀

����฀&IJI฀)SLANDS฀%DUCATION฀#OMMISSION�฀WHICH฀EXPANDED฀UPON฀THE฀CONVENTIONAL฀�THAT฀IS�฀FOR฀

&IJI	฀ANALYSIS฀OF฀ETHNIC฀DIFFERENCES฀IN฀EDUCATIONAL฀OUTCOMES�฀AND฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀%DUCATION�S฀

OWN฀LONG฀PREOCCUPATION฀WITH฀ETHNICITY���฀/THER฀EVIDENCE฀POINTS฀TO฀GENDER��฀OR฀URBAN
RURAL฀

DIFFERENCES��฀BEING฀SIGNIlCANT฀FACTORS฀IN฀EDUCATIONAL฀OUTCOMES�฀BUT฀THESE฀ISSUES฀HAVE฀RECEIVED฀

MUCH฀LESS฀ATTENTION�฀&URTHERMORE�฀.ARSEY฀�����	฀FOUND฀NO฀SIGNIlCANT฀RELATIONSHIP฀BETWEEN฀

HIGHER฀PER฀PUPIL฀FUNDING฀OR฀EXPENDITURES฀AND฀BETTER฀ACADEMIC฀PERFORMANCE�฀SUGGESTING฀THAT฀

THE฀AFlRMATIVE฀PROGRAMMES฀COULD฀HAVE฀BEEN฀MISDIRECTED�฀!฀PRINCIPAL฀OUTCOME�฀HOWEVER�฀HAS฀

BEEN฀A฀REQUIREMENT฀FOR฀)NDO
&IJIAN฀HOUSEHOLDS฀TO฀SPEND฀A฀LARGER฀PROPORTION฀OF฀THEIR฀INCOMES฀

ON฀EDUCATION���฀฀฀

���฀฀3CHOOL฀DROP
OUTS
7ITH฀'OVERNMENT�S฀IMBURSEMENT฀OF฀TUITION฀COSTS�฀OTHER฀ASSISTANCE฀FOR฀DISADVANTAGED฀CHILDREN฀

AND฀AT฀LEAST฀NOMINAL฀COMPULSORY฀SCHOOL฀ATTENDANCE�฀A฀����
�฀HOUSEHOLD฀SURVEY฀FOUND฀THAT฀

EVEN฀IN฀URBAN฀INFORMAL฀SETTLEMENTS�฀FEW฀CHILDREN฀DID฀NOT฀ATTEND฀PRIMARY฀SCHOOL���฀(OWEVER�฀

FOR฀THOSE฀CHILDREN฀WHO฀DO฀NOT฀COMPLETE฀PRIMARY฀SCHOOL�฀THE฀PRINCIPAL฀REASON฀THAT฀THEY฀LEAVE฀

SCHOOL฀EARLY฀IS฀THE฀INABILITY฀OF฀THEIR฀FAMILIES฀TO฀AFFORD฀SCHOOL฀COSTS���฀7HILE฀SCHOOLS฀ARE฀NOW฀

FREE฀OF฀TUITION฀COSTS฀UP฀TO฀SENIOR฀SECONDARY฀CLASSES�฀SCHOOLS฀LEVY฀OTHER฀FEES�฀AND฀OTHER฀ESSENTIAL฀

EXPENSES฀INCLUDE฀UNIFORMS�฀BOOKS�฀AND฀TRANSPORT�฀!NNUALLY�฀THIS฀AMOUNTS฀TO฀AROUND฀&����฀

PER฀PRIMARY฀PUPIL฀AND฀&����฀PER฀SECONDARY฀STUDENT฀A฀COST฀THAT฀IS฀HIGH฀FOR฀LOW
INCOME฀

FAMILIES�฀

4HE฀SURVIVAL฀RATIO฀�IE�฀THE฀PROPORTION฀OF฀CHILDREN฀WHO฀STAY฀AT฀SCHOOL฀FROM฀#LASS฀�฀TO฀THE฀END฀

OF฀#LASS฀�	฀HAS฀FALLEN฀SINCE฀THE฀EARLY฀����S�฀POSSIBLY฀INDICATING฀THE฀DIFlCULTY฀FACED฀BY฀OF฀LOW


INCOME฀FAMILIES฀IN฀KEEPING฀THEIR฀CHILDREN฀IN฀SCHOOL฀�&IGURE฀�����฀NEXT฀PAGE	�฀7ITHOUT฀A฀RECENT฀

CENSUS�฀IT฀IS฀NOT฀POSSIBLE฀TO฀MEASURE฀HOW฀MANY฀CHILDREN฀ARE฀NOW฀OUT฀OF฀SCHOOL�฀!NECDOTAL฀

EVIDENCE฀SUGGESTS฀THAT฀THE฀NUMBER฀HAS฀RISEN฀CONSIDERABLY�฀BROUGHT฀UP฀BY฀INCREASING฀ECONOMIC฀

PRESSURE฀ON฀MANY฀HOUSEHOLDS�

��%VEN฀TODAY�฀THE฀-INISTRY�S฀ANNUAL฀REPORTS฀MORE฀OFTEN฀PRESENT฀INFORMATION฀BY฀ETHNICITY฀THAN฀BY฀GENDER�
�����3AVE฀THE฀#HILDREN฀&IJI�฀�����
�����.ARSEY�฀�����
��-�฀#HUNG฀WITH฀%#2%!�฀�����



&IGURE฀����฀฀฀3URVIVAL฀RATES฀TO฀#LASS฀��฀BY฀SEX�฀����
����

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀3OURCE�฀-INISTRY฀OF฀%DUCATION฀ANNUAL฀REPORTS�฀VARIOUS฀YEARS

฀฀

���฀฀฀%ARLY฀#HILDHOOD฀%DUCATION
0RESCHOOL฀EDUCATION฀ASSISTS฀CHILDREN฀TO฀ADJUST฀TO฀SCHOOL฀AND฀MAY฀IMPROVE฀THEIR฀ACADEMIC฀

ATTAINMENT�฀4HERE฀HAS฀BEEN฀A฀GREAT฀EXPANSION฀OF฀ACCESS฀TO฀EARLY฀CHILDHOOD฀EDUCATION฀�%#%	฀

IN฀THE฀PAST฀DECADE�฀"Y฀�����฀���฀%#%฀CENTRES฀WERE฀OPERATING฀THROUGHOUT฀&IJI�฀ESTABLISHED฀AND฀

OPERATED฀BY฀LOCAL฀COMMUNITIES�฀4HE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀%DUCATION฀LICENSES฀AND฀MONITORS฀PRESCHOOLS฀

AND฀ASSISTS฀WITH฀SOME฀TRAINING�฀BUT฀RESPONSIBILITY฀FOR฀THE฀OPERATION฀OF฀PRESCHOOLS฀AND฀

KINDERGARTENS฀FALLS฀TO฀COMMUNITY฀GROUPS�฀AND฀THEIR฀FACILITIES฀AND฀PROGRAMMES฀ARE฀OF฀VARYING฀

STANDARDS�฀

)N฀�����฀��฀%#%฀CENTRES฀BENElTED฀FROM฀A฀TOTAL฀��������฀IN฀GOVERNMENT฀BUILDING฀GRANTS�AND฀

THE฀lRST฀��฀%#%฀TEACHERS฀GRADUATED฀FROM฀,AUTOKA฀4EACHERS฀#OLLEGE฀WITH฀AN฀!DVANCED฀

#ERTIlCATE฀IN฀%ARLY฀#HILDHOOD฀%DUCATION�฀/THER฀ORGANISATIONS฀THAT฀ASSIST฀%#%฀IN฀&IJI฀INCLUDE฀

THE฀&IJI฀%ARLY฀#HILDHOOD฀%DUCATION฀!SSOCIATION�฀THE฀5NIVERSITY฀OF฀THE฀3OUTH฀0ACIlC�฀5.)#%&�฀

AND฀3AVE฀THE฀#HILDREN฀&IJI�

���฀฀฀0OST
SECONDARY฀AND฀6OCATIONAL฀%DUCATION
0OST
SECONDARY฀EDUCATION฀IS฀AVAILABLE฀THROUGH฀SEVERAL฀'OVERNMENT
RUN฀OR฀PRIVATE฀INSTITUTIONS�฀

SUCH฀AS฀THE฀&IJI฀)NSTITUTE฀OF฀4ECHNOLOGY�฀AND฀REGIONAL฀TERTIARY฀INSTITUTIONS฀SUCH฀AS฀THE฀

5NIVERSITY฀OF฀THE฀3OUTH฀0ACIlC�฀THE฀5NIVERSITY฀OF฀&IJI�฀AND฀THE฀&IJI฀#OLLEGE฀OF฀!GRICULTURE�฀BUT฀

ENTRY฀INTO฀THESE฀INSTITUTIONS฀IS฀COMPETITIVE฀AND฀RESTRICTED�฀/NCE฀OUT฀OF฀SCHOOL�฀THERE฀ARE฀VERY฀

FEW฀OPPORTUNITIES฀FOR฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀TO฀GAIN฀LIVELIHOOD฀SKILLS฀OR฀QUALIlCATIONS�฀!LL฀FORMS฀OF฀

ADULT฀AND฀VOCATIONAL฀EDUCATION฀ARE฀LIMITED฀AND฀ENTRY฀IS฀COMPETITIVE�฀ADVANTAGING฀EITHER฀THE฀

BEST฀QUALIlED฀STUDENTS฀OR฀THOSE฀WHO฀CAN฀AFFORD฀THE฀HIGH฀FEES฀CHARGED฀BY฀PRIVATE฀AGENCIES�฀

7ITH฀INTERNATIONAL฀DONOR฀ASSISTANCE�฀THE฀'OVERNMENT฀PLANS฀TO฀MAKE฀A฀LARGE฀INVESTMENT฀IN฀

VOCATIONAL฀EDUCATION�
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3AVE฀THE฀#HILDREN฀&IJI฀HAS฀ASSISTED฀LOW
INCOME฀COMMUNITIES฀IN฀3UVA฀AND฀,ABASA฀TO฀

ESTABLISH฀AND฀RUN฀%#%฀CENTRES฀THROUGH฀ITS฀-OBILE฀+INDERGARTEN�฀4HIS฀PROJECT�฀WHICH฀OPERATES฀

IN฀DISADVANTAGED฀COMMUNITIES�฀INCLUDING฀INFORMAL฀URBAN฀SETTLEMENTS�DEMONSTRATES฀THE฀

POTENTIAL฀OF฀PRESCHOOLS฀TO฀GO฀BEYOND฀EARLY฀CHILDHOOD฀EDUCATION฀TO฀ALSO฀ASSIST฀IN฀BUILDING฀AND฀

EMPOWERING฀COMMUNITIES�฀
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)T฀IS฀AT฀THIS฀LEVEL฀THAT฀A฀CLEAR฀DISADVANTAGE฀APPEARS฀FOR฀FEMALES�฀WHO฀MAKE฀UP฀ONLY฀���฀OF฀

ALL฀ENROLMENTS฀IN฀TECHNICAL฀AND฀VOCATIONAL฀EDUCATION฀COURSES฀�&IGURE฀����	�฀4HIS฀lGURE฀HAS฀

CHANGED฀VERY฀LITTLE฀OVER฀THE฀PAST฀DECADE�฀฀

&IGURE฀����฀฀%NROLMENTS฀AT฀%DUCATION฀LEVELS฀AND฀'ENDER�฀����

3OURCE�฀฀-INISTRY฀OF฀%DUCATION�฀����

.ON
FORMAL฀EDUCATION�฀WHICH฀WOULD฀CATER฀FOR฀A฀MUCH฀LARGER฀POPULATION�฀IS฀POORLY฀ORGANISED฀

AND฀RECEIVES฀MUCH฀LESS฀GOVERNMENT฀ATTENTION�฀4HERE฀HAS฀BEEN฀NO฀NATIONAL฀ASSESSMENT฀OF฀

THE฀DEMAND฀FOR฀ADULT฀EDUCATION฀BUT฀ALMOST฀CERTAINLY฀THERE฀ARE฀FAR฀TOO฀FEW฀OPPORTUNITIES฀FOR฀

PEOPLE฀YOUTH�฀ADULTS�฀MEN฀OR฀WOMEN฀TO฀PARTICIPATE฀IN฀NON
FORMAL฀EDUCATION฀PROGRAMMES฀OF฀

ANY฀KIND�฀-OST฀ADULT฀EDUCATION฀PROGRAMMES฀CATER฀FOR฀YOUNG฀MEN฀BUT�฀EVEN฀THERE�฀ACCESS฀TO฀

THESE฀COURSES฀IS฀VERY฀RESTRICTED฀IN฀THE฀NUMBER฀OF฀PLACES฀AVAILABLE�฀THE฀HIGH฀COST�฀AND฀IN฀THE฀

RANGE฀OF฀SKILLS฀OFFERED�฀4HERE฀IS฀ALMOST฀NO฀PUBLIC฀ADVOCACY฀FOR฀WOMEN�S฀PARTICIPATION฀IN฀ADULT฀

EDUCATION�฀

!฀����฀SURVEY฀FOUND฀THAT฀THE฀EIGHT฀MAJOR฀NON
FORMAL฀VOCATIONAL฀PROGRAMMES฀RECEIVED฀

������฀APPLICATIONS฀THAT฀YEAR฀FOR฀A฀TOTAL฀OF฀�����฀PLACES�฀PROVIDING฀A฀PLACE฀TO฀LESS฀THAN฀HALF฀

OF฀THE฀APPLICANTS���฀"UT฀NEITHER฀NUMBER฀REPRESENTED฀THE฀REAL฀DEMAND฀FOR฀THIS฀TRAINING�฀FOR฀

MANY฀PEOPLE฀DID฀NOT฀KNOW฀ABOUT฀THESE฀COURSES฀OR฀HOW฀TO฀APPLY�฀-OST฀PEOPLE฀LEARN฀ABOUT฀

THEM฀BY฀WORD฀OF฀MOUTH฀FOR฀THERE฀IS฀NO฀PUBLIC฀LISTING฀OF฀TRAINING฀OPPORTUNITIES�฀3OMETIMES฀

THIS฀INFORMATION฀HARDLY฀ENTERS฀THE฀PUBLIC฀DOMAIN฀AT฀ALL฀BECAUSE฀THE฀ORGANISATIONS฀THEMSELVES฀

SELECT฀PEOPLE฀TO฀TRAIN�฀RATHER฀THAN฀GIVE฀INDIVIDUALS฀THE฀OPPORTUNITY฀TO฀APPLY฀FOR฀THEMSELVES฀

OR฀ASSESS฀THEIR฀OWN฀NEEDS�฀4HERE฀HAS฀BEEN฀VERY฀LITTLE฀REVIEW฀OF฀THE฀NON
FORMAL฀EDUCATION฀

PROGRAMMES฀THAT฀DO฀EXIST�฀OR฀OF฀FORMAL฀VOCATIONAL฀PROGRAMMES฀FOR฀THAT฀MATTER�฀.O฀TRACER฀

STUDIES฀HAVE฀BEEN฀CONDUCTED฀TO฀DOCUMENT฀WHAT฀GRADUATES฀OF฀THESE฀PROGRAMMES฀HAVE฀

ACHIEVED�

฀��
"ARR฀�����฀
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��฀฀9OUTH฀$EVELOPMENT

���฀฀0OLICIES฀AND฀0ROGRAMMES฀FOR฀9OUTH
4HE฀YOUTH฀POPULATION฀IS฀THE฀FASTEST฀GROWING฀SEGMENT฀OF฀THE฀&IJI฀POPULATION�฀)N฀�����฀THE฀

MEDIAN฀AGE฀IN฀&IJI฀WAS฀����฀YEARS฀AND฀�����฀OF฀THE฀POPULATION฀WAS฀AGED฀BETWEEN฀��฀AND฀

��฀YEARS�฀-ANY฀SOCIAL฀PROBLEMS฀CLUSTER฀AROUND฀YOUTH�฀INCLUDING฀CRIME฀�&IGURE฀����	�฀!฀LOT฀

OF฀ATTENTION฀HAS฀BEEN฀GIVEN฀TO฀THE฀PROBLEMS฀FACED฀BY฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE�฀AND฀TO฀IMPROVING฀THEIR฀

PROSPECTS฀THROUGH฀TRAINING฀IN฀LIFE฀SKILLS฀AND฀EMPLOYMENT฀GENERATION�฀PROVISION฀OF฀REPRODUCTIVE฀

HEALTH฀SERVICES฀SPECIlCALLY฀FOR฀YOUTH฀AND฀PROJECTS฀TO฀ADDRESS฀ISSUES฀SUCH฀AS฀SUBSTANCE฀ABUSE�฀฀

&IJI฀PARTICIPATED฀IN฀THE฀DEVELOPMENT฀OF฀THE฀0ACIlC฀9OUTH฀3TRATEGY�฀9OUTH฀DELEGATES฀CONTRIBUTED฀

TO฀REGIONAL฀STRATEGIES฀OF฀THE฀0ACIlC฀0LAN฀AND฀THE฀0ACIlC฀-ILLENNIUM฀$EVELOPMENT฀'OALS���฀฀฀

4HE฀&IJI฀'OVERNMENT฀RECOGNISES฀THAT฀THE฀ISSUES฀FACING฀CHILDREN฀AND฀YOUTH฀ARE฀MULTI
FACETED฀

AND฀NEED฀TO฀BE฀ADDRESSED฀IN฀A฀COORDINATED฀WAY�฀+EY฀ISSUES฀ARE฀EMPLOYMENT�฀TEENAGE฀

PREGNANCY฀AND฀SEXUAL฀AND฀REPRODUCTIVE฀HEALTH�฀THE฀LATTER฀ISSUES฀COVERED฀ELSEWHERE฀IN฀THIS฀

REPORT�

&IGURE฀����฀฀2EPORTED฀/FFENDERS฀BY฀AGE
GROUP�฀����
����

    Source: Fiji Police, 2005

!฀.ATIONAL฀9OUTH฀0OLICY฀WAS฀DEVELOPED฀IN฀����฀WITH฀THE฀ASSISTANCE฀OF฀THE฀.ATIONAL฀9OUTH฀

#OUNCIL฀AND฀REPRESENTATIVES฀OF฀OTHER฀YOUTH฀ORGANISATIONS�฀AND฀INCORPORATED฀INTO฀THE฀NATIONAL฀

DEVELOPMENT฀PLANNING฀PROCESS�฀+EY฀ELEMENTS฀OF฀THE฀POLICY฀WERE฀YOUTH฀DEVELOPMENT฀AND฀

EMPLOYMENT�฀LEADERSHIP฀AND฀DECISION
MAKING�฀PHYSICAL฀EDUCATION�฀SPORTS฀AND฀RECREATION�฀

YOUTH฀HEALTH�฀LIFE฀SKILLS฀TRAINING�฀YOUTHS฀AT฀RISK�฀YOUTH฀NETWORKING฀AND฀PARTNERSHIP�฀CULTURAL�฀

RELIGIOUS�฀VALUES฀AND฀VIRTUES�฀YOUTH฀RIGHTS�฀AND฀ENVIRONMENTAL฀SUSTAINABILITY�฀)N฀�����฀#ABINET฀

ENDORSED฀A฀��฀YEAR฀3TRATEGIC฀$EVELOPMENT฀FOR฀9OUTH฀0LAN฀����
����฀OF฀WHICH฀CORE฀AREAS฀WERE฀

HEALTH฀AND฀SOCIAL฀SERVICES�฀NON
FORMAL฀EDUCATION฀AND฀TRAINING�฀EMPLOYMENT฀AND฀SPORTS���฀

���฀฀฀%XPANDING฀LIVELIHOODS
4HERE฀IS฀A฀SHORTAGE฀OF฀WAGE฀EMPLOYMENT฀IN฀&IJI฀AND฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀ARE฀DISADVANTAGED฀BY฀

THEIR฀LACK฀OF฀WORK฀EXPERIENCE฀AND฀OFTEN฀LIMITED฀EMPLOYABLE฀SKILLS�฀4HE฀LINK฀BETWEEN฀LIMITED฀

EDUCATION฀AND฀RESTRICTED฀LIVELIHOOD฀OPPORTUNITIES฀IN฀&IJI฀IS฀WELL฀DOCUMENTED���฀.ATIONALLY�฀

THERE฀IS฀A฀MARKED฀DROP
OFF฀IN฀SCHOOL฀ENROLMENTS฀AFTER฀THE฀AGE฀OF฀��฀�&IGURE฀���฀SEE฀PAGE฀��	�฀
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4HERE฀HAS฀BEEN฀AN฀EXPANSION฀OF฀VOCATIONAL฀EDUCATION฀IN฀THE฀SCHOOLS฀BUT฀MOST฀OF฀IT฀IS฀PITCHED฀

AT฀HIGHER฀SECONDARY฀FORMS�฀-ANY฀STUDENTS฀WHO฀COULD฀BENElT฀MOST฀THEREFORE฀MISS฀OUT�฀AND฀

WHAT฀IS฀AVAILABLE฀IS฀TOO฀LIMITED฀TO฀MEET฀THE฀DEMAND���฀฀฀

9OUTH฀EMPLOYMENT฀IS฀BEING฀ADDRESSED฀BY฀'OVERNMENT฀THROUGH฀THE฀9OUTH฀%MPLOYMENT฀0OLICY฀

&RAMEWORK฀AND฀THE฀,ABOUR฀!DMINISTRATION฀AND฀0RODUCTIVITY฀)MPROVEMENT฀3UB
0ROGRAMME฀

UNDER฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀%MPLOYMENT฀AND฀0RODUCTIVITY�฀4HE฀PROBLEM฀OF฀lNDING฀EMPLOYMENT฀

FOR฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE�฀HOWEVER�฀CANNOT฀BE฀SEPARATED฀FROM฀THE฀OVERALL฀DIFlCULTIES฀OF฀CREATING฀

LIVELIHOODS฀IN฀&IJI�฀/VER฀THE฀PAST฀TWO฀DECADES�฀THE฀LOW฀LEVEL฀OF฀BUSINESS฀INVESTMENT฀HAS฀

DEPRESSED฀THE฀DEMAND฀FOR฀LABOUR฀AND฀RESTRICTED฀THE฀GROWTH฀OF฀THE฀JOB฀MARKET�฀4HERE฀HAS฀BEEN฀

A฀PROGRESSIVE฀EROSION฀OF฀THE฀VALUE฀OF฀REAL฀INCOMES�฀ESPECIALLY฀FOR฀WAGED฀WORKERS���฀4HE฀MOST฀

DISADVANTAGED฀WORKERS฀ARE฀THOSE฀IN฀THE฀INFORMAL฀SECTOR�฀EMPLOYED฀DOMESTICALLY�฀OR฀OUTSIDE฀OF฀

THE฀MAIN฀INDUSTRIES�฀OCCUPATIONS฀THAT฀ARE฀ENTIRELY฀UNPROTECTED฀IN฀&IJI�฀฀

&OR฀BOTH฀MEN฀AND฀WOMEN�฀THE฀PROPORTION฀OF฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀ARE฀ECONOMICALLY฀ACTIVE฀RISES฀WITH฀

EACH฀LEVEL฀OF฀FORMAL฀EDUCATION�฀4HE฀PROPORTION฀OF฀ECONOMICALLY฀ACTIVE฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀EARN฀A฀

WAGE฀OR฀SALARY฀ALSO฀RISES฀WITH฀EACH฀LEVEL฀OF฀FORMAL฀EDUCATION�฀AND฀WAGE฀AND฀SALARY฀EARNERS฀

PREDOMINATE฀IN฀THE฀HIGHER฀EARNING฀DECILES฀OF฀THE฀POPULATION���฀฀4HE฀FACT฀THAT฀OVERALL฀THIS฀

GENERATION฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀HAVE฀HAD฀MORE฀ACCESS฀TO฀EDUCATION฀THAT฀OLDER฀GENERATIONS฀WIDENS฀

THEIR฀POTENTIAL฀LIVELIHOOD฀OPPORTUNITIES�฀7ITHOUT฀ECONOMIC฀GROWTH�฀HOWEVER�฀THERE฀ARE฀NOT฀

ENOUGH฀JOBS฀BEING฀CREATED฀TO฀MEET฀THE฀DEMAND�฀4HE฀DECLINE฀IN฀LIVELIHOODS฀IS฀GREATEST฀IN฀RURAL฀

AREAS�฀*OBS฀AND฀INCOME฀ARE฀CONCENTRATED฀IN฀THE฀TOWNS�฀AND฀SO฀IS฀THE฀POPULATION฀OF฀YOUNG฀

ADULTS�

��฀฀0EOPLE฀WITH฀SPECIAL฀NEEDS

���฀$ISABLED฀CHILDREN฀AND฀ADULTS
$ISABLED฀OR฀CHRONICALLY฀ILL฀PEOPLE฀IN฀&IJI฀ARE฀AT฀HIGH฀RISK฀OF฀LIVING฀IN฀POVERTY���฀!LTHOUGH฀

EDUCATION฀OPPORTUNITIES฀FOR฀DISABLED฀CHILDREN฀HAVE฀RECENTLY฀WIDENED�฀MANY฀OLDER฀YOUTHS฀AND฀

ADULTS฀HAD฀ONLY฀A฀CHANCE฀TO฀ATTEND฀PRIMARY฀SCHOOL฀AT฀MOST�฀-ANY฀DISABLED฀PEOPLE฀CANNOT฀

THEREFORE฀GET฀GOOD฀PAYING฀JOBS฀AND฀THEY฀OFTEN฀FACE฀DISCRIMINATION฀IN฀THE฀WORK฀PLACE���฀฀

4HE฀NUMBER฀OF฀DISABLED฀ADULTS฀IS฀GROWING฀WITH฀THE฀INCREASED฀PREVALENCE฀OF฀CHRONIC฀ILLNESSES฀

SUCH฀AS฀DIABETES฀AND฀HYPERTENSION�฀)F฀THE฀FAMILY฀IS฀UNABLE฀TO฀PAY฀FOR฀THE฀COSTS฀OF฀MEDICINE฀

OR฀FOR฀LOOKING฀AFTER฀THE฀DISABLED฀FAMILY฀MEMBER�฀THE฀HOUSEHOLD฀WILL฀BE฀POOR�฀"ECAUSE฀OF฀

THE฀BURDEN฀OF฀CARE�฀SOME฀MENTALLY฀OR฀PHYSICALLY฀DISABLED฀OR฀ELDERLY฀PEOPLE฀ARE฀NEGLECTED฀

OR฀EXCLUDED฀BY฀THEIR฀FAMILIES�฀-ANY฀PERMANENTLY฀DISABLED฀PEOPLE฀ARE฀LEFT฀TO฀THE฀MERCY฀OF฀

THEIR฀RELATIVES฀AND฀THEIR฀NEEDS฀MAY฀BE฀IGNORED�฀4HIS฀IS฀ESPECIALLY฀SO฀IN฀AREAS฀WHERE฀THERE฀ARE฀

NO฀FACILITIES฀FOR฀THE฀DISABLED�฀4HE฀$ISABLED฀0ERSONS฀!SSOCIATION฀WORKS฀TO฀EMPOWER฀DISABLED฀

PEOPLE�฀PRINCIPALLY฀BY฀PROVIDING฀THEM฀REFERRAL฀SERVICES฀TO฀OTHER฀GOVERNMENT฀AND฀.'/฀

PROGRAMMES�

���฀0EOPLE฀LIVING฀IN฀POVERTY
3TORIES฀ABOUND฀IN฀&IJI�S฀NEWS฀MEDIA฀OF฀PEOPLE฀FACING฀HARD฀TIMES�฀AND฀ALL฀SURVEYS฀INTO฀INCOMES฀

OR฀LIVING฀STANDARDS฀CONlRM฀THAT฀MANY฀HOUSEHOLDS฀NOW฀LIVE฀ON฀A฀VERY฀THIN฀MARGIN�฀0OLITICAL฀

AND฀ECONOMIC฀TROUBLES฀IN฀&IJI฀HAVE฀HAD฀SERIOUS฀CONSEQUENCES฀FOR฀FAMILIES฀AND฀CHILDREN�฀

PARTICULARLY฀THROUGH฀AN฀UPSURGE฀IN฀UNEMPLOYMENT�฀-ANY฀FAMILIES฀HAVE฀BEEN฀LEFT฀FOR฀VARYING฀

LENGTHS฀OF฀TIME฀UNABLE฀TO฀BUY฀SUFlCIENT฀FOOD�฀PAY฀FOR฀HOUSING฀OR฀SEND฀THEIR฀CHILDREN฀TO฀

SCHOOL�฀.ATURAL฀DISASTERS�฀SUCH฀AS฀HURRICANES�฀CAN฀ALSO฀BE฀VERY฀DISRUPTIVE฀TO฀COMMUNITIES�฀4HE฀

'OVERNMENT�S฀.ATURAL฀$ISASTER฀#OORDINATION฀#OMMITTEE฀ATTEMPTS฀TO฀QUICKLY฀PROVIDE฀RELIEF฀

AND฀REHABILITATION฀TO฀COMMUNITIES฀IN฀EMERGENCIES�

��
0ERS฀COMM��฀!US!)$฀2EVIEW฀4EAM�฀�����฀ON฀VOCATIONAL฀EDUCATION�

��
.ARSEY�฀�����

��
&IJI฀'OVERNMENT฀AND฀5.$0�฀�����

��
&IJI฀'OVERNMENT฀AND฀5.$0�฀�����฀#HUNG฀WITH฀%#2%!�฀�����

��
5.$0฀AND฀&IJI฀'OVERNMENT�฀�����฀0ERS฀COMM�฀&IJI฀2ED฀#ROSS
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0OVERTY฀IS฀THE฀MAIN฀CAUSE฀OF฀CHILD฀LABOUR฀IN฀&IJI�฀#HILDREN฀WHO฀LEAVE฀SCHOOL฀EARLY฀MOSTLY฀DO฀

SO฀BECAUSE฀THEIR฀FAMILIES฀CANNOT฀AFFORD฀THE฀COST���฀-OST฀CHILDREN฀WHO฀WORK฀DO฀SO฀IN฀INFORMAL฀

WAYS�฀FOR฀FAMILIES฀AS฀DOMESTIC฀WORKERS�฀LABOURERS�฀OR฀FARM฀WORKERS�฀OFTEN฀BEING฀PASSED฀FROM฀

ONE฀FAMILY฀TO฀THE฀NEXT฀WITH฀LITTLE฀CONSIDERATION฀FOR฀THEIR฀CARE�฀3OME฀BECOME฀@STREET฀CHILDREN�฀IN฀

THE฀TOWNS�฀WORKING฀AS฀WHEELBARROW฀BOYS฀IN฀THE฀MARKETS�฀SHOE
SHINERS�฀OR฀PROSTITUTES�฀

4HE฀&IJI฀'OVERNMENT฀ALLOCATES฀ONLY฀A฀SMALL฀PROPORTION฀OF฀ITS฀BUDGET฀TO฀SOCIAL฀WELFARE�฀ON฀THE฀

BASIS฀THAT฀IT฀CANNOT฀AFFORD฀A฀WELFARE฀STATE฀NOR฀WANTS฀TO฀CREATE฀A฀@HANDOUT�฀MENTALITY�฀4HEIR฀

VIEW฀HAS฀BEEN฀THAT฀FAMILIES฀SHOULD฀TAKE฀RESPONSIBILITY฀TO฀PROTECT฀ALL฀THEIR฀MEMBERS฀n฀ALTHOUGH฀

THERE฀IS฀GOOD฀EVIDENCE฀THAT฀MANY฀POOR฀PEOPLE฀CANNOT฀RELY฀ON฀FAMILY฀SUPPORT�฀4HE฀MAIN฀

OFlCIAL฀WELFARE฀PROGRAMME�฀THE฀&AMILY฀!SSISTANCE฀3CHEME�฀PROVIDES฀SMALL฀CASH฀PAYMENTS฀

TO฀THE฀MOST฀DESTITUTE฀HOUSEHOLDS�฀4HERE฀HAVE฀ALWAYS฀BEEN฀MORE฀ELIGIBLE฀APPLICANTS฀THAN฀THE฀

PROGRAMME฀COULD฀CATER฀FOR�฀PAYMENTS฀HAVE฀REMAINED฀VERY฀SMALL�฀AND฀EVEN฀THESE฀PAYMENTS฀

WERE฀CUT฀DRASTICALLY฀IN฀THE฀GOVERNMENT�S฀LAST฀BUDGET�฀

/THER฀ASSISTANCE฀PROVIDED฀BY฀GOVERNMENT฀TO฀DISADVANTAGED฀GROUPS฀HAS฀INCLUDED฀SMALL฀

GRANTS฀PROVIDED฀THROUGH฀THE฀$EPARTMENT฀OF฀3OCIAL฀7ELFARE฀TO฀ASSIST฀WITH฀HOUSING฀AND฀HELP฀

PEOPLE฀�PRINCIPALLY฀EX
PRISONERS	฀DEVELOP฀LIVELIHOODS�฀CAPITAL฀AND฀RECURRENT฀GRANTS฀PROVIDED฀

THROUGH฀#3/S฀TO฀FUND฀SOCIAL฀SERVICES�฀MICRO
CREDIT฀SERVICES฀PROVIDED฀THROUGH฀THE฀-INISTRY฀

4HE฀BROKEN฀LIVES฀ON฀OUR฀STREETS

4HE฀3UVA฀-ARKET฀IS฀BOTH฀HOME฀AND฀PLACE฀OF฀EMPLOYMENT฀FOR฀0ITA฀AND฀*OHN�฀4HEY฀ARE฀
THE฀WHEELBARROW฀BOYS�฀EARNING฀A฀LIVING฀BY฀CARTING฀PRODUCE฀FOR฀FARMERS�฀STALL฀HOLDERS฀AND฀
SHOPPERS�฀0ITA฀AND฀*OHN฀ARE฀BOTH฀��฀YEARS฀OLD�฀4HEY฀HAVE฀BEEN฀FENDING฀FOR฀THEMSELVES฀
SINCE฀THEY฀WERE฀���฀0ITA฀COMES฀FROM฀A฀FAMILY฀OF฀lVE�฀(E฀WAS฀ORPHANED฀WHEN฀ONLY฀A฀YEAR฀
OLD�฀!N฀AUNT฀TOOK฀IN฀0ITA฀AND฀TWO฀OF฀HIS฀SIBLINGS�฀"UT฀THINGS฀STARTED฀TO฀GO฀WRONG฀FOR฀THEM฀
AS฀THEY฀GREW฀OLDER�฀h)N฀�����฀WHEN฀)฀WAS฀IN฀CLASS฀ONE�฀)฀NEVER฀HAD฀ANY฀LUNCH฀TO฀TAKE฀TO฀
SCHOOL�v฀SAYS฀0ITA�฀h)฀COULD฀GO฀WITHOUT฀LUNCH฀FOR฀WEEKS�v฀h4HIS฀HAPPENED฀RIGHT฀UNTIL฀CLASS฀
EIGHT�฀AND฀)฀MISSED฀SCHOOL฀A฀LOT�฀)฀AND฀SOME฀OTHER฀BOYS฀WOULD฀CLIMB฀MANGO฀AND฀GUAVA฀
TREES฀TO฀FEED฀OURSELVES�v0ITA�S฀WORLD฀CAME฀CRASHING฀DOWN฀ONE฀DAY฀IN฀����฀WHEN฀HE฀RETURNED฀
HOME฀TO฀lND฀ALL฀HIS฀BELONGINGS฀BY฀THE฀ROADSIDE�฀(E฀COULD฀HEAR฀HIS฀AUNT฀AND฀UNCLE฀ARGUING�฀
h)฀KNEW฀RIGHT฀AWAY฀IT฀WAS฀ABOUT฀ME฀BECAUSE฀MY฀OLDER฀BROTHER฀HAD฀RUN฀AWAY฀TWO฀WEEKS฀
BEFORE�฀7HEN฀MY฀AUNT฀TOLD฀ME฀TO฀LOOK฀FOR฀SOME฀PLACE฀ELSE฀TO฀LIVE฀)฀COULD฀FEEL฀MY฀HEART฀
BREAKINGxv

0ITA฀SAID฀HE฀WAS฀SO฀DEPRESSED฀THAT฀HE฀EVEN฀THOUGHT฀OF฀KILLING฀HIMSELF�฀h7HERE฀)฀WAS฀TO฀GO�฀
)฀DIDN�T฀KNOW�v฀(E฀ENDED฀UP฀AT฀THE฀BUS฀STAND�฀HUNGRY฀AND฀TIRED�฀h)฀WANTED฀TO฀SLEEP฀BUT฀)฀
COULDN�T฀BECAUSE฀)฀WAS฀SO฀EMBARRASSED�฀)฀WAITED฀FOR฀NIGHTFALL฀SO฀NO฀ONE฀COULD฀SEE฀ME�v

)T฀WAS฀AT฀THE฀MARKET฀THAT฀0ITA฀MET฀*OHN�฀*OHN฀HAD฀BEEN฀AN฀ONLY฀CHILD�฀LIVING฀IN฀4OORAK฀WITH฀
HIS฀PARENTS�฀(E฀SAID฀HIS฀WAS฀A฀HAPPY฀FAMILY฀UNTIL฀HIS฀PARENTS฀SEPARATED�฀4HEN฀THE฀HEATED฀
ARGUMENTS฀STARTED�฀h%VERY฀TIME฀THIS฀HAPPENED฀)฀WOULD฀STAND฀AND฀WATCH�฀FEELING฀VERY฀
HELPLESS�v฀*OHN�S฀MOTHER฀LEFT฀WHEN฀HE฀WAS฀STUDYING฀FOR฀THE฀&IJI฀*UNIOR฀%XAMINATION�฀h)฀JUST฀
COULDN�T฀CONCENTRATE฀AT฀SCHOOL�v฀HE฀SAID�฀7HEN฀HIS฀FATHER฀BROUGHT฀IN฀A฀NEW฀WOMAN�฀*OHN฀
DECIDED฀TO฀RUN฀AWAY�฀h)฀COULDN�T฀LIVE฀THERE฀BECAUSE฀NO฀ONE฀LOVED฀ME�v

(E฀CAME฀TO฀THE฀MARKET฀AND฀GOT฀INTO฀THE฀WHEELBARROW฀BUSINESS�฀h!T฀lRST฀)฀THOUGHT฀THE฀BARA฀
BOYS฀WOULD฀HARASS฀AND฀BEAT฀ME฀BUT฀LATER฀)฀CAME฀TO฀UNDERSTAND฀THAT฀WE฀HAD฀ONE฀THING฀IN฀
COMMON฀n฀SURVIVAL�v

*OHN฀REMEMBERS฀HIS฀lRST฀ENCOUNTER฀WITH฀0ITA฀AT฀THE฀MARKET�฀(E฀FELT฀AN฀IMMEDIATE฀
CONNECTION฀BECAUSE฀HE฀KNEW฀AT฀ONCE฀0ITA�S฀STORY฀WAS฀THE฀SAME฀AS฀HIS�฀"OTH฀BOYS฀LAMENT฀THE฀
LOST฀OPPORTUNITY฀TO฀GET฀AN฀EDUCATION�

3OURCE�฀&ULORI฀4URAGA฀AND฀3HOBNA฀'OUNDAR�฀7ANSOLWARA�฀*UNE฀����

��฀
3AVE฀THE฀#HILDREN฀&IJI�฀����.
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OF฀#OMMERCE�฀PUBLIC฀LEGAL฀SERVICES฀PROVIDED฀BY฀THE฀$EPARTMENT฀OF฀3OCIAL฀7ELFARE฀AND฀THE฀

!TTORNEY
'ENERAL�S฀/FlCE฀ON฀THE฀BASIS฀OF฀A฀MEANS฀TEST�฀PROVISION฀OF฀TUITION฀FEES฀FOR฀ALL฀SCHOOL


CHILDREN฀THROUGH฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀%DUCATION�฀HEALTH฀SERVICES฀PROVIDED฀FOR฀EVERYONE฀AT฀LITTLE฀OR฀

NO฀COST฀THROUGH฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀(EALTH�฀AND฀SPECIAL฀ASSISTANCE฀TO฀&IJIAN฀AND฀RURAL฀PEOPLE�฀

4HE฀TERMS฀@POVERTY��฀@HARDSHIP�฀AND฀@DISADVANTAGE�฀NOW฀OCCUR฀FREQUENTLY฀IN฀GOVERNMENT฀

PLANNING฀AND฀POLICY฀DOCUMENTS�฀3INCE฀�����฀NATIONAL฀PLANS฀HAVE฀EMPHASISED฀THE฀NEED฀

TO฀ADDRESS฀POVERTY฀AND฀HARDSHIP�฀-ANY฀.'/S฀WORKING฀IN฀THIS฀AREA฀BELIEVE฀NEVERTHELESS฀

THAT฀THERE฀IS฀INSUFlCIENT฀POLITICAL฀WILL฀TO฀FULLY฀ADDRESS฀THE฀PROBLEMS�฀4HERE฀ALSO฀ARE฀EVIDENT฀

CONTRADICTIONS฀IN฀POLICIES�฀&OR฀EXAMPLE�฀THE฀3OCIAL฀7ELFARE฀$EPARTMENT฀PROVIDES฀�����฀GRANTS฀

TO฀&AMILY฀!SSISTANCE฀RECIPIENTS฀TO฀ENABLE฀THEM฀TO฀BUILD฀HOUSES�฀AT฀WHICH฀PRICE฀THE฀ONLY฀

AFFORDABLE฀SITES฀WOULD฀BE฀IN฀INFORMAL฀SETTLEMENTS�฀-EANWHILE�฀THE฀STATED฀POLICY฀OF฀THE฀3QUATTER฀

5NIT฀
฀A฀DEPARTMENT฀WITHIN฀THE฀SAME฀MINISTRY฀
฀IS฀TO฀DISCOURAGE฀SQUATTER฀GROWTH฀THROUGH฀THE฀

REGULAR฀PATROLLING฀OF฀SQUATTER฀SETTLEMENTS�฀ISSUING฀OF฀EVICTION฀NOTICES฀TO฀NEW฀ENTRANTS�฀PULLING฀

DOWN฀SHACKS฀THAT฀HAVE฀BEEN฀ERECTED�฀WITHHOLDING฀CONSENT฀FOR฀WATER฀AND฀ELECTRICITY฀FROM฀NEW฀

SQUATTERS�฀AND฀GIVING฀LOW฀PRIORITY฀TO฀DEVELOPMENT฀OF฀NEW฀SQUATTER฀SETTLEMENTS�฀4HE฀5NIT฀SAYS฀IT฀

USES฀THESE฀STRATEGIES฀WITH฀SOME฀CONSTRAINT�฀BEING฀AWARE฀THAT฀THEY฀VIOLATE฀HUMAN฀RIGHTS���฀฀

#IVIL฀SOCIETY฀ORGANISATIONS฀PLAY฀A฀VERY฀IMPORTANT฀ROLE฀IN฀SOCIAL฀WELFARE฀AND฀DEVELOPMENT฀

IN฀&IJI�฀4HEY฀PROVIDE฀BY฀FAR฀THE฀LARGEST฀PART฀OF฀WELFARE฀ASSISTANCE฀TO฀POOR฀AND฀NEEDY฀PEOPLE฀

IN฀THE฀COMMUNITY�฀AND฀THIS฀HAS฀BEEN฀THEIR฀TRADITIONAL฀FOCUS�฀%VEN฀THOUGH฀MANY฀OF฀THESE฀

ORGANISATIONS฀ARE฀SMALL�฀HAVE฀A฀LIMITED฀RANGE�฀AND฀CANNOT฀MEET฀ALL฀DEMANDS฀ON฀THEIR฀

SERVICES�฀THE฀CONTRIBUTION฀OF฀#3/S฀TO฀WELFARE฀IN฀PARTICULAR฀FAR฀OUT
WEIGHS฀THAT฀OF฀GOVERNMENT�

7ORKERS฀AND฀THEIR฀FAMILIES฀AT฀6ATUKOULA฀'OLD฀-INE

-ANY฀COMMUNITIES฀IN฀DEVELOPING฀COUNTRIES฀HAVE฀COMPLAINED฀OF฀HUMAN฀RIGHTS฀ABUSES฀AND฀

ENVIRONMENTAL฀DEGRADATION฀PERPETUATED฀BY฀MINING฀COMPANIES�฀/FTEN฀THESE฀COMMUNITIES฀HAVE฀NO฀

INSTITUTION฀THAT฀THEY฀CAN฀ADDRESS฀TO฀SEEK฀FAIR฀AND฀EQUITABLE฀REDRESS฀AND฀MINING฀COMPANIES฀HAVE฀BEEN฀

ABLE฀TO฀DISREGARD฀THEIR฀CONCERNS�฀4HE฀GOLD
MINE฀AT฀6ATUKOULA฀IS฀NO฀EXCEPTION฀TO฀THIS฀SORRY฀STORY�฀

3INCE฀OPERATIONS฀BEGAN฀IN฀����฀BY฀%MPEROR฀'OLD฀-INING฀#OMPANY���฀WORKING฀CONDITIONS฀IN฀THE฀

MINE฀AND฀LIVING฀CONDITIONS฀FOR฀WORKERS฀AND฀THEIR฀FAMILIES฀HAVE฀BEEN฀THE฀SUBJECT฀OF฀MANY฀REVIEWS�฀

MOST฀OF฀THEM฀SILENCED฀BY฀THE฀COMPANY฀THROUGH฀SUCCESSFUL฀COURT฀ACTIONS�฀)N฀�����฀MINERS฀WENT฀OUT฀ON฀

STRIKE฀ALLEGING฀LOW฀PAY�฀NEGLIGENT฀HEALTH฀AND฀SAFETY฀CONDITIONS฀AND฀SUBSTANDARD฀COMPANY฀HOUSING�฀

4HIS฀DISPUTE฀HAS฀NEVER฀BEEN฀RESOLVED฀DESPITE฀AN฀OFlCIAL฀COMMISSION฀OF฀INQUIRY�฀A฀3ENATE฀INQUIRY฀AND฀

A฀SERIES฀OF฀COURT฀CASES�฀-ANY฀OF฀THE฀STRIKERS฀HAVE฀REMAINED฀OUT฀OF฀WORK฀FOR฀��฀YEARS�฀ALTHOUGH฀SOME฀

RETURNED฀TO฀WORK฀FOR฀LACK฀OF฀ANOTHER฀LIVELIHOOD�฀3OME฀OF฀THE฀EX
WORKERS฀WERE฀SERVED฀WITH฀EVICTION฀

ORDERS฀FROM฀THEIR฀COMPANY
OWNED฀HOUSING�฀4HE฀STRESS฀OF฀BEING฀ON฀STRIKE฀FOR฀SO฀LONG฀HAS฀LED฀TO฀FAMILY฀

BREAKDOWN�฀ALCOHOL฀AND฀SUBSTANCE฀ABUSE�฀AND฀SOMETIMES฀DOMESTIC฀VIOLENCE�฀4HE฀CHILDREN฀OF฀STRIKERS฀

COULD฀BE฀DISTINGUISHED฀FROM฀OTHER฀CHILDREN฀BY฀THEIR฀POOR฀HEALTH�฀LACK฀OF฀FOOD�฀LACK฀OF฀SHOES฀AND฀PROPER฀

SCHOOL฀UNIFORMS�

7ORKING฀CONDITIONS฀NEVER฀IMPROVED�฀!N฀/XFAM฀INQUIRY฀IN฀����฀FOUND฀THAT฀HAZARDOUS฀WORKING฀

CONDITIONS฀IN฀THE฀MINE฀HAD฀CAUSED฀DEATHS฀AND฀INJURIES�฀!FTER฀SALARY฀DEDUCTIONS�฀INCLUDING฀COSTS฀

OF฀SAFETY฀GEAR�฀DAMAGED฀MACHINE฀PARTS฀AND฀RENT฀FOR฀SUB
STANDARD฀COMPANY฀HOUSING�฀WORKERS฀

COMPLAINED฀THEY฀HAD฀BARELY฀ENOUGH฀TO฀FEED฀THEIR฀FAMILIES�฀�%MPEROR฀WAS฀GIVEN฀SPECIAL฀EXEMPTIONS฀TO฀

BASIC฀EMPLOYMENT฀STANDARDS฀IN฀&IJI฀UNDER฀THE฀%MPLOYMENT฀!CT�	฀7OMEN฀WORKERS฀WERE฀DISCRIMINATED฀

AGAINST฀BY฀THE฀COMPANY฀REFUSING฀TO฀GRANT฀THEM฀HOUSING�฀REQUIRING฀THEM฀TO฀WORK฀LONG฀HOURS฀IN฀

EXCRUCIATING฀CONDITIONS฀SOMETIMES฀LATE฀INTO฀THE฀NIGHT�฀AND฀THEN฀PROVIDING฀THEM฀NO฀TRANSPORT฀TO฀SAFELY฀

RETURN฀HOME�฀7ORKERS฀COMPLAINED฀THEY฀RECEIVED฀NO฀SICKNESS฀BENElTS฀FROM฀THE฀COMPANY฀AND฀ALLEGED฀

THEY฀WERE฀PRESSURED฀TO฀WORK฀WHEN฀INJURED฀AND฀UNWELL�

��฀
,INGAM�฀�������

��฀
%MPEROR฀'OLD฀-INE฀WAS฀FORMED฀IN฀����฀FROM฀THE฀ASSETS฀AND฀HOLDINGS฀OF฀THE฀%MPEROR฀'OLD฀-INING฀#OMPANY�฀4HE฀NEW฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀COMPANY฀WAS฀lRST฀DOMICILED฀ON฀THE฀)SLE฀OF฀-AN฀FOR฀TAX฀PURPOSES฀BUT฀LISTED฀ON฀THE฀!USTRALIAN฀STOCK฀EXCHANGE�฀UNTIL฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀����฀WHEN฀IT฀WAS฀FULLY฀TRANSFERRED฀TO฀!USTRALIA฀�-ACDONALD฀ET฀AL��฀����	�
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,IVING฀CONDITIONS฀IN฀THE฀WORKERS�฀QUARTERS฀REMAIN฀GRIM�฀$RINKING฀WATER฀IS฀DRAWN฀UNTREATED฀FROM฀THE฀

.ASIVI฀2IVER�฀DESPITE฀CONlRMED฀UNSAFE฀LEVELS฀OF฀MERCURY�฀CADMIUM฀AND฀E
COLI฀IN฀THE฀WATER�฀DESPITE฀

A฀����฀5.%3#!0฀REPORT฀THAT฀RECOMMENDED฀THE฀COMPANY�S฀LEASE฀NOT฀BE฀RENEWED฀UNTIL฀THEY฀HAD฀

SATISFACTORILY฀MONITORED฀THEIR฀ENVIRONMENTAL฀IMPACT�฀AND฀DESPITE฀A฀����฀OFlCIAL฀REVIEW฀REPORT฀THAT฀SAID฀

THAT฀h6ATUKOULA฀MIGHT฀BE฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀LAST฀MINING฀TOWNS฀IN฀THE฀WORLD฀WHERE฀UNTREATED฀WATER฀IS฀DRAWN฀

FROM฀TAPS฀THAT฀IS฀FREELY฀AVAILABLE฀TO฀CHILDREN�v฀7HEN฀THE฀MINE฀WAS฀WORKING�฀RAINWATER฀TANKS฀AND฀THE฀AIR฀

WERE฀POLLUTED฀FROM฀SULPHUR฀CLOUDS฀EMITTED฀FROM฀THE฀ROASTER฀STACKS�฀CAUSING฀CHILDREN฀TO฀HAVE฀RESPIRATORY฀

PROBLEMS฀SUCH฀AS฀ASTHMA�฀BAD฀HEADACHES�฀BLEEDING฀NOSES฀AND฀ITCHY฀EYES�฀4HE฀SULPHUR฀PLUMES฀REGULARLY฀

AFFECTED฀THE฀LOCAL฀PRIMARY฀SCHOOL฀CAUSING฀CHILDREN฀TO฀RUN฀INSIDE฀AND฀CLOSE฀THE฀WINDOWS฀TO฀AVOID฀THE฀

WHITE฀CLOUDS�฀!IR฀POLLUTION฀ALSO฀SPOILED฀FOOD฀CROPS�฀#OMPANY฀HOUSING�฀WHICH฀WAS฀RENTED฀OR฀PURCHASED฀

BY฀WORKERS฀OR฀ILLEGALLY฀OCCUPIED฀BY฀STRIKING฀WORKERS�฀WAS฀IN฀VERY฀POOR฀CONDITION�฀&AMILIES฀OCCUPIED฀

SINGLE
ROOM฀BARRACKS฀ORIGINALLY฀BUILT฀FOR฀SINGLE฀MALE฀WORKERS�฀WITH฀TEN฀OR฀MORE฀FAMILIES฀SHARING฀A฀TOILET฀

OR฀SHOWER�฀AND฀ALL฀NOW฀IN฀VERY฀DILAPIDATED฀CONDITION�฀(OUSES฀BUILT฀OF฀CORRUGATED฀IRON฀WERE฀IMPOSSIBLY฀

HOT฀DURING฀THE฀DAY฀AND฀LACKED฀KITCHEN฀OR฀BATHROOM฀FACILITIES�฀#HILDREN฀PLAYED฀AROUND฀THE฀OPEN฀DRAINS�

)N฀�����฀%MPEROR฀'OLD฀-INE฀WAS฀SOLD฀TO฀ANOTHER฀!USTRALIAN฀COMPANY�฀OF฀WHICH฀THE฀ORIGINAL฀COMPANY฀

HELD฀A฀LARGE฀SHARE�฀BUT฀THE฀SALE฀PROCESS฀WAS฀DELAYED�฀"Y฀*ULY฀�����฀THE฀MINE฀HAD฀BEEN฀CLOSED฀FOR฀

�฀MONTHS฀BUT฀NO฀RESOLUTION฀WAS฀EXPECTED฀FOR฀AT฀LEAST฀ANOTHER฀�฀MONTHS�฀3OME฀WORKERS฀HAD฀FOUND฀

SEASONAL฀WORK฀AWAY฀FROM฀6ATUKOULA฀AS฀CANE
CUTTERS฀OR฀FORESTRY฀WORKERS฀AND฀SENT฀WHAT฀MONEY฀THEY฀

COULD฀BACK฀TO฀THEIR฀FAMILIES�฀-ANY฀FAMILIES฀WERE฀LEFT฀WITH฀NO฀INCOME฀AT฀ALL�฀!฀POOR฀COMMUNITY฀WAS฀NOW฀

IN฀CRISIS�฀3CHOOLS฀IN฀THE฀AREA฀WERE฀TRYING฀TO฀ASSIST฀CHILDREN฀WHO฀HAD฀NO฀BUS฀FARES฀OR฀MEALS�฀BUT฀SCHOOL฀

ATTENDANCE฀WAS฀DROPPING�฀#OMMUNITY฀LEADERS฀HAD฀APPEALED฀TO฀THE฀.ATIONAL฀$ISASTER฀-ANAGEMENT฀

/FlCE฀FOR฀DISASTER฀RELIEF฀BUT฀NO฀GOVERNMENT฀ASSISTANCE฀HAD฀BEEN฀PROVIDED�฀&AMILIES฀OF฀THE฀����฀MINERS฀

WHO฀LOST฀THEIR฀JOBS฀WERE฀PLEADING฀FOR฀ASSISTANCE฀FROM฀ANY฀POSSIBLE฀DIRECTION�

3OURCES�฀฀-AC$ONALD฀ET฀AL��฀�����฀AND฀DISCUSSIONS฀AT฀6ATUKOULA฀WITH฀*OSEFA฀3ALAU�฀0RESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀&IJI฀-INE฀7ORKERS฀

5NION�฀+AVAKINI฀.AVUSO�฀'ENERAL฀3ECRETARY฀OF฀THE฀&IJI฀-INE฀7ORKERS฀5NION฀AND฀)NDUSTRIAL฀2ELATIONS฀!DVISOR�฀AND฀LAID


OFF฀WORKERS฀AND฀THEIR฀FAMILIES�฀*ULY฀�����

���฀฀7OMEN฀AND฀CHILDREN฀AT฀RISK฀OF฀ABUSE
$OMESTIC฀VIOLENCE฀IS฀AN฀ISSUE฀ABOUT฀WHICH฀THERE฀WAS฀BOTH฀COMMUNITY฀AND฀OFlCIAL฀DENIAL�฀

AND฀A฀STRANGE฀ASSUMPTION฀THAT฀THIS฀PARTICULAR฀FORM฀OF฀VIOLENCE฀COULD฀AND฀SHOULD฀BE฀DEALT฀WITH฀

BY฀FAMILIES฀THEMSELVES�฀,ED฀BY฀THE฀&IJI฀7OMEN�S฀#RISIS฀#ENTRE฀AND฀THE฀&IJI฀7OMEN�S฀2IGHTS฀

-OVEMENT�฀OVER฀THE฀PAST฀DECADE฀OR฀SO฀THERE฀HAS฀BEEN฀A฀REAL฀CHANGE฀IN฀OFlCIAL฀ATTITUDES฀TO฀

DOMESTIC฀VIOLENCE฀IN฀&IJI�฀4HE฀'OVERNMENT฀RECOGNISES฀IT฀AS฀A฀PERVASIVE฀SOCIAL฀PROBLEM฀ACROSS฀

ALL฀COMMUNITIES฀AND฀THE฀&IJI฀0OLICE฀HAVE฀PUT฀IN฀PLACE฀MECHANISMS฀SUCH฀AS฀A฀@NO
DROP�฀POLICY฀

TO฀BETTER฀REPORT฀AND฀DEAL฀WITH฀IT�฀4HE฀PROBLEM฀ITSELF�฀HOWEVER�฀REMAINS�฀
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&IGURE฀����฀฀2EPORTED฀CASES฀OF฀DOMESTIC฀VIOLENCE�฀����
����

                   Source: Fiji Police Force, 2005

0HYSICAL฀ABUSE฀OF฀CHILDREN฀IS฀COMMON฀IN฀&IJI฀BECAUSE฀IT฀IS฀OFTEN฀CONSIDERED฀AN฀ACCEPTABLE฀

FORM฀IN฀DISCIPLINE�฀!฀SURVEY฀CONDUCTED฀IN฀����฀FOUND฀THAT฀THE฀GREAT฀MAJORITY฀OF฀PUNISHMENTS฀

EXPERIENCED฀BY฀CHILDREN฀WERE฀DIRECT฀ASSAULTS�฀AND฀THAT฀YOUNGER฀CHILDREN฀RECEIVED฀MORE฀THAN฀

OLDER฀CHILDREN�฀4HESE฀ASSAULTS฀�IN฀THE฀WORDS฀OF฀THE฀CHILDREN	฀INCLUDED฀BEING฀BEATEN�฀HIT�฀

SLAPPED฀OR฀LASHED�฀SMACKED�฀WHACKED�฀GIVEN฀A฀HIDING�฀SPANKED�฀PUNCHED�฀hDONGEDv฀�ON฀THE฀

HEAD	฀AND฀PINCHED�฀-OST฀OF฀THE฀CHILDREN฀REPORTED฀THE฀SCHOOL฀AND฀THE฀HOME฀AS฀THE฀PLACES฀

WERE฀MOST฀PUNISHMENTS฀WERE฀ADMINISTERED฀AND฀THE฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀MOST฀DEALT฀OUT฀PUNISHMENT฀

WERE฀TEACHERS�฀(OWEVER�฀IF฀ALL฀IMMEDIATE฀FAMILY฀MEMBERS฀WERE฀ADDED฀TOGETHER�฀THE฀HOME฀

WAS฀WHERE฀MOST฀PUNISHMENT฀WAS฀METED฀OUT�฀#HILDREN฀WERE฀PUNISHED฀FOR฀DISOBEDIENCE�฀POOR฀

ACADEMIC฀PERFORMANCE฀AND฀MISBEHAVIOUR���฀

3EXUAL฀ABUSE฀ALSO฀OCCURS�฀WITH฀A฀HIGH฀NUMBER฀OF฀INCEST฀AND฀SEXUAL฀EXPLOITATION฀CASES฀

REPORTED฀IN฀THE฀MEDIA฀AND฀DEALT฀WITH฀IN฀THE฀COURTS�฀)T฀APPEARS฀THAT฀BOTH฀BOYS฀AND฀GIRLS฀

ARE฀EQUALLY฀INVOLVED฀IN฀PROSTITUTION฀AND฀PORNOGRAPHY�฀AND฀EXPLOITED฀BOTH฀BY฀LOCALS฀AND฀

FOREIGN฀ABUSERS���฀#HILDREN฀WHO฀ARE฀AT฀RISK฀FOR฀SEXUAL฀EXPLOITATION฀ALSO฀TEND฀TO฀BE฀AT฀RISK฀FOR฀

COMMERCIAL฀SEXUAL฀EXPLOITATION�฀WHICH฀TAKES฀lVE฀COMMON฀FORMS�฀PROSTITUTION�฀PORNOGRAPHY�฀

CHILD฀SEX฀TOURISM�฀ADOPTION฀AND฀EARLY฀MARRIAGE�฀3EXUAL฀EXPLOITATION฀CAN฀INCLUDE฀RAPE�฀INCEST�฀

MOLESTATION�฀DOMESTIC฀SEXUAL฀AND฀PHYSICAL฀ABUSE�฀SODOMY�฀PAEDOPHILIA�฀AND฀WITNESSING฀THIRD฀

PARTY฀INVOLVEMENT���฀!฀STUDY฀CONDUCTED฀IN฀����฀FOUND฀THAT฀PERPETRATORS฀OF฀CHILD฀COMMERCIAL฀

SEXUAL฀ABUSE฀INCLUDED฀A฀SMALL฀NUMBER฀OF฀FOREIGNERS฀RESIDENT฀IN฀&IJI�S฀TOWNS�฀WHO฀WERE฀

ASSISTED฀BY฀@MIDDLE
MEN�฀�SOMETIMES฀TAXI฀DRIVERS	฀OR฀WOMEN฀WHO฀WORKED฀AS฀@LOCAL฀AGENTS�฀

BY฀ARRANGING฀MEETING฀POINTS฀FOR฀YOUNG฀GIRLS฀WITH฀MEN฀FOR฀MONETARY฀EXCHANGE�฀4HE฀STUDY฀

CONCLUDED฀THAT฀COMMERCIAL฀SEXUAL฀EXPLOITATION฀WAS฀BECOMING฀MORE฀ORGANISED�฀LUCRATIVE฀AND฀

COMPLEX�฀AND฀THE฀RISK฀TO฀CHILDREN฀WAS฀RISING���฀฀

)N฀�����฀THE฀*UVENILES฀!CT฀WAS฀AMENDED฀IN฀REGARD฀TO฀THE฀PREVENTION฀OF฀CHILD฀PORNOGRAPHY฀AND฀

IN฀�����฀#ABINET฀PASSED฀A฀MOTION฀IMPLEMENTING฀TOUGHER฀SENTENCES฀FOR฀PERPETUATORS฀OF฀CHILD฀

SEXUAL฀ABUSE�฀4HOSE฀FOUND฀GUILTY฀NOW฀FACE฀A฀MINIMUM฀SENTENCE฀OF฀��฀YEARS฀IMPRISONMENT฀

AND฀A฀�������฀lNE�฀OR฀A฀MAXIMUM฀SENTENCE฀OF฀LIFE฀IMPRISONMENT฀AND฀lNE฀OF฀����������฀

��
฀3AVE฀THE฀#HILDREN฀&IJI�฀����A

��
฀!US!)$�฀�����฀#ARLING�฀�����฀3AVE฀THE฀#HILDREN฀&IJI�฀����B�

�����฀3AVE฀THE฀#HILDREN฀&IJI�฀����B�
��
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)T฀IS฀DIFlCULT฀TO฀KNOW฀FROM฀THE฀INCREASED฀NUMBER฀OF฀REPORTS฀OF฀DOMESTIC฀VIOLENCE฀OR฀CHILD฀ABUSE฀

WHETHER฀THE฀PROBLEMS฀ARE฀GROWING฀OR฀THEIR฀REPORTING฀HAS฀BECOME฀MORE฀THOROUGH�฀4HERE฀ARE฀

lVE฀APPROVED฀CHILDREN�S฀HOMES฀PROVIDING฀EMOTIONAL฀AND฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀CARE฀TO฀CHILDREN฀WHO฀

HAVE฀BEEN฀REMOVED฀FROM฀THEIR฀HOMES฀UNDER฀#OURT฀/RDER�฀BUT฀CHILD฀VICTIMS฀OF฀ABUSE฀LIVE฀THERE฀

TOGETHER฀WITH฀CHILD฀OFFENDERS�฀OR฀ELSE฀THEY฀MUST฀LIVE฀WITH฀OTHER฀RELATIVES฀OR฀EVEN฀BACK฀WITH฀

THE฀PERSON฀ACCUSED฀OF฀ABUSE�฀4HIS฀PROBLEM฀IS฀OFTEN฀COMPOUNDED฀BY฀A฀LONG฀DELAY฀BETWEEN฀AN฀

INCIDENT฀OF฀ABUSE฀AND฀IT฀GOING฀TO฀TRIAL�฀4HERE฀IS฀A฀GREAT฀SHORTAGE฀OF฀SKILLED฀CHILD฀COUNSELLORS�฀

HOWEVER฀THIS฀TRAINING฀IS฀NOW฀OFFERED฀AS฀PART฀OF฀THE฀#ERTIlCATE฀IN฀3OCIAL฀7ORK฀OFFERED฀BY฀THE฀

5NIVERSITY฀OF฀THE฀3OUTH฀0ACIlC�

���฀฀#HILDREN฀AND฀YOUTH฀IN฀TROUBLE฀WITH฀THE฀LAW
!LTHOUGH฀&IJI฀HAS฀A฀SPECIAL฀JUVENILE฀JUSTICE฀SYSTEM฀AND฀SPECIlC฀LEGISLATION�฀&IJI�S฀����฀#2#฀

REPORT฀POINTED฀OUT฀THE฀SHORT
COMINGS฀OF฀THE฀SYSTEM�฀4HE฀&IJI฀,AW฀2EFORM฀#OMMISSION฀

HAS฀PROPOSED฀LEGISLATIVE฀REFORM฀THAT฀RELATE฀SPECIlCALLY฀TO฀CHILDREN฀AND฀AIM฀TO฀HARMONISE฀

LEGISLATION฀WITH฀THE฀PRINCIPLES฀OF฀THE฀#2#฀AND฀#%$!7�฀(OWEVER�฀MOST฀OF฀THESE฀PROBLEMS฀ARE฀

YET฀TO฀BE฀RESOLVED�฀฀

4HE฀*UVENILE฀#OURTS฀ARE฀HELD฀ONLY฀IN฀3UVA฀AND฀,AUTOKA�฀IN฀A฀NORMAL฀-AGISTRATE�S฀#OURT�฀

#HILDREN฀AND฀YOUTH฀CAN฀STILL฀BE฀VICTIMS฀OF฀PUNITIVE฀BEHAVIOUR฀BY฀THE฀0OLICE฀OR฀BE฀DETAINED฀

WITH฀ADULTS฀IN฀OVER
CROWDED฀OR฀SUB
STANDARD฀PRISONS฀AND฀DETENTION฀CENTRES���฀#HILD฀

MAINTENANCE฀PAYMENTS฀ARE฀MOSTLY฀INADEQUATE฀TO฀COVER฀A฀CHILD�S฀NEEDS฀OR฀ARE฀INSUFlCIENTLY฀

&IJI�S฀0LAN฀OF฀!CTION฀AGAINST฀THE฀COMMERCIAL฀SEXUAL฀EXPLOITATION฀OF฀
CHILDREN฀CALLS฀FOR�

s฀฀฀$EVELOPMENT฀OF฀CHILD
SENSITIVE฀LAWS฀ESSENTIAL฀TO฀PREVENTING฀#3%#฀OR฀THE฀EXPLOITATION฀OF฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀CHILDREN฀OR฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀THROUGH฀INFORMATION฀TECHNOLOGIES฀AND฀OTHER฀CHANNELS฀OF฀฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀COMMUNICATION฀SUCH฀AS฀VIDEOS฀OR฀THE฀INTERNET�

฀

s฀฀฀)NTEGRATION฀OF฀THE฀ISSUE฀OF฀#3%#฀INTO฀BOTH฀FORMAL฀AND฀INFORMAL฀EDUCATION�฀TO฀ENCOURAGE฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀MORE฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀TO฀BE฀INVOLVED฀IN฀COMBATING฀#3%#฀THROUGH฀LOCAL฀TASK฀FORCES฀OR฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀CHILDREN�S฀TASK฀FORCES�

s฀฀฀฀3TRENGTHENING฀OF฀THE฀.ATIONAL฀9OUTH฀#OUNCIL฀TO฀BECOME฀AN฀INDEPENDENT฀ADVISORY฀AND฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀CONSULTATIVE฀BODY฀TO฀THE฀GOVERNMENT฀ON฀LEGISLATION฀AND฀OTHER฀ISSUES�

s฀฀฀฀$EVELOPMENT฀OF฀GREATER฀CAPACITY฀AMONG฀GOVERNMENT�฀.'/฀AND฀#3/฀BODIES�฀INCLUDING฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀TRAINING฀ON฀CHILD
FRIENDLY฀SERVICES฀AND฀COMMUNITY฀TRAINING฀ON฀THE฀#2#฀AND฀OTHER฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀INTERNATIONAL฀LEGAL฀INSTRUMENTS�฀PARENTING�฀COMMUNICATION�฀PEER฀COUNSELLING�฀AND฀THE฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀TRAINING฀OF฀TRAINERS฀FOR฀TEACHERS�฀PARENTS�฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀AND฀COMMUNITY฀LEADERS�

s฀฀฀฀'REATER฀PROVISION฀OF฀SERVICES฀FOR฀CHILD฀VICTIMS฀OF฀#3%#�฀WHICH฀ARE฀GENDER฀AND฀CULTURE฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀SENSITIVE�฀AND฀INCLUDE฀PEER฀COUNSELLING�฀HOT
LINE�฀SHELTERS�฀MEDICAL฀TREATMENT฀AND

฀฀฀฀฀฀PSYCHO
SOCIAL฀COUNSELLING�

s฀฀฀฀%STABLISHMENT฀OF฀COMMUNITY
BASED฀SURVEILLANCE฀AND฀MONITORING฀OF฀#3%#฀TO฀STRENGTHEN฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀THE฀SOCIAL฀PROTECTION฀OF฀CHILDREN฀AND฀TO฀INVOLVE฀THE฀PARTICIPATION฀OF฀CHILDREN฀AND฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE�

s฀฀฀฀4HE฀LINKAGE฀OF฀GOVERNMENT฀MONITORING฀OF฀THE฀3TOCKHOLM฀$ECLARATION฀AND฀AGENDA฀FOR฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀ACTION฀TO฀OTHER฀MONITORING฀EFFORTS�฀SUCH฀AS฀FOR฀THE฀#2#�

��
#ARLING�฀�����
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ENFORCED�฀4HERE฀IS฀NO฀SPECIlC฀LEGISLATION฀TO฀ADEQUATELY฀ADDRESS฀COMMERCIAL฀SEXUAL฀

EXPLOITATION฀OF฀CHILDREN�฀TRAFlCKING฀AND฀ABDUCTION�฀4HE฀FEW฀EXISTING฀PROVISIONS฀CONSIDER฀

COMMERCIAL฀SEXUAL฀EXPLOITATION฀OF฀CHILDREN฀TO฀BE฀A฀MISDEMEANOUR฀LIABLE฀FOR฀CONVICTIONS฀OF฀�฀

YEARS฀IMPRISONMENT�฀4HE฀MINIMUM฀AGE฀OF฀CRIMINAL฀RESPONSIBILITY฀IS฀��฀YEARS�฀OR฀��฀YEARS฀IF฀

IT฀CAN฀BE฀PROVEN฀THAT฀THE฀PERSON฀HAD฀THE฀CAPACITY฀TO฀KNOW฀IF฀WAS฀A฀WRONGFUL฀ACT���฀4HERE฀ARE฀

VERY฀FEW฀TRAINED฀LEGAL฀REPRESENTATIVES฀OR฀COUNSELLORS฀FOR฀CHILDREN�฀4HE฀7OMEN�S฀#RISIS฀#ENTRE฀

IS฀THE฀ONLY฀AGENCY฀THAT฀PROVIDES฀COUNSELLING฀TO฀CHILD฀VICTIMS฀OF฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE�฀7ELFARE฀OFlCERS฀

DO฀NOT฀ACCOMPANY฀CHILDREN฀TO฀COURT฀AND฀ARE฀USUALLY฀ONLY฀CALLED฀IN฀AT฀THE฀STAGE฀OF฀A฀SOCIAL฀

INQUIRY฀REPORT���฀

9OUNG฀PEOPLE฀ARE฀OFTEN฀POORLY฀INFORMED฀ABOUT฀THEIR฀RIGHTS฀AND฀LEGAL฀ISSUES�฀INCLUDING฀THE฀

,EGAL฀!ID฀SERVICE�฀*UVENILE฀OFFENDERS฀ARE฀OFTEN฀IMPRISONED฀IN฀A฀DETENTION฀HOME฀OR฀REGULAR฀

PRISON฀INSTEAD฀OF฀BEING฀GIVEN฀REHABILITATIVE฀PUNISHMENT�฀OFTEN฀BECAUSE฀OF฀THE฀DIFlCULTY฀OF฀

lNDING฀SUITABLE฀SUPERVISORS�฀!฀SURVEY฀OF฀JUVENILE฀OFFENDERS฀FOUND฀THAT฀NONE฀HAD฀HAD฀LEGAL฀

REPRESENTATION฀IN฀COURT���฀(OWEVER�฀THE฀0OLICE฀FOLLOW฀A฀NATIONAL฀STANDARD฀TO฀CAUTION฀A฀

JUVENILE฀FOR฀MINOR฀OFFENCES฀WITHOUT฀RESORTING฀TO฀JUDICIAL฀PROCEEDINGS฀AND฀PRACTICE฀PRE
TRIAL฀

DIVERSION�฀.O฀JUVENILE฀CAN฀RECEIVE฀CORPORAL฀PUNISHMENT฀BUT฀ALTHOUGH฀THE฀WORDS฀@CONVICTION�฀

OR฀@SENTENCE�฀CANNOT฀BE฀USED�฀THEY฀STILL฀GET฀A฀CRIMINAL฀RECORD�฀4HE฀0OLICE฀ALSO฀HAVE฀A฀*UVENILE฀

"UREAU฀THAT฀COLLECTS฀INFORMATION฀ABOUT฀JUVENILE฀JUSTICE฀ISSUES�฀EFFORTS฀ARE฀BEING฀MADE฀TO฀

IMPROVE฀THE฀STANDARDS฀OF฀PRISONS฀AND฀DETENTION฀CENTRES฀FOR฀JUVENILES�฀AND฀A฀NUMBER฀OF฀

TRAINING฀PROGRAMMES฀HAVE฀BEEN฀HELD฀FOR฀0OLICE฀TO฀DEAL฀WITH฀SEXUAL฀OFFENCES฀AGAINST฀CHILDREN฀

AND฀WOMEN�

4HE฀'ENEVA฀#OMMITTEE฀ON฀THE฀2IGHTS฀OF฀THE฀#HILD฀HAS฀RECOMMENDED฀THE฀REVISION฀OF฀LAWS�฀

POLICIES�฀PROGRAMMES฀AND฀PRACTICES฀PERTAINING฀TO฀THE฀JUVENILE฀JUSTICE฀SYSTEM�฀TO฀FULLY฀INTEGRATE฀

THE฀#2#฀AND฀OTHER฀INTERNATIONAL฀CONVENTIONS�฀)T฀ALSO฀RECOMMENDED฀A฀REVIEW฀OF฀PROVISIONS฀FOR฀

LEGAL฀COUNSELLING฀FOR฀CHILDREN฀IN฀CARE฀CENTRES�฀THAT฀DETENTION฀SHOULD฀BE฀USED฀AS฀A฀LAST฀RESORT�฀

AND฀THAT฀CONDITIONS฀OF฀DETENTION฀CENTRES฀BE฀IMPROVED�฀/THER฀POTENTIAL฀PARTNERS฀IDENTIlED฀TO฀

RAISE฀AWARENESS฀OF฀JUVENILE฀JUSTICES฀ISSUES฀ARE฀THE฀0ACIlC฀*UDICIAL฀%DUCATION฀0ROGRAMME�฀THE฀

2EGIONAL฀2IGHTS฀2ESOURCE฀4EAM�฀.ATIONAL฀#OUNCIL฀ON฀3UBSTANCE฀!BUSE�฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀9OUTH�฀

%MPLOYMENT฀/PPORTUNITIES฀AND฀3PORTS�฀7OMEN�S฀!CTION฀FOR฀#HANGE�฀3ALVATION฀!RMY�฀&IJI฀

2ED฀#ROSS฀3OCIETY�฀3AVE฀THE฀#HILDREN฀&IJI�฀9OUNG฀7OMEN�S฀#HRISTIAN฀!SSOCIATION�฀#HEVALIER฀

(OSTEL�฀&IJI฀7OMEN�S฀#RISIS฀#ENTRE�฀9OUNG฀,AWYERS฀!SSOCIATION฀AND฀THE฀.ATIONAL฀#OORDINATING฀

#OMMITTEE฀ON฀#HILDREN���฀฀฀

��฀฀2ECOGNITION฀AND฀PROTECTION฀OF฀HUMAN฀RIGHTS

���฀#HILDREN
-OST฀0ACIlC฀ISLAND฀COUNTRIES฀HAVE฀LONG฀HAD฀LAWS฀AND฀PROCEDURES฀TO฀PROTECT฀CHILDREN฀FROM฀

HARM฀OR฀NEGLECT฀BUT฀IT฀IS฀ONLY฀QUITE฀RECENTLY�฀PARTICULARLY฀AFTER฀RATIlCATION฀OF฀THE฀#2#�฀THAT฀

WIDER฀ATTENTION฀HAS฀BEEN฀GIVEN฀TO฀THE฀IMPLEMENTATION฀OF฀THESE฀LAWS฀AND฀PROCEDURES฀AND฀TO฀

THEIR฀LIMITATIONS�฀(OWEVER�฀THE฀#2#฀PROPOSES฀MORE฀THAN฀SIMPLY฀FOCUSING฀ON฀CHILDREN฀IN฀NEED฀

OF฀SPECIAL฀PROTECTION฀WITH฀REACTION
ORIENTED฀MEASURES�฀RATHER฀IT฀CALLS฀FOR฀A฀HOLISTIC฀APPROACH฀

THAT฀FOCUSES฀ON฀THE฀WHOLE฀PROTECTIVE฀ENVIRONMENT฀FOR฀ALL฀CHILDREN�฀TO฀ENSURE฀THAT฀THERE฀ARE฀

BACK
UP฀SUPPORT฀SYSTEMS฀WHEN฀REGULAR฀SAFETY฀NETS฀FAIL฀TO฀PROVIDE฀ADEQUATE฀PROTECTION฀FOR฀

CHILDREN฀AGAINST฀VIOLENCE�฀EXPLOITATION�฀ABUSE฀OR฀DISCRIMINATION���฀

��������������
#ARLING�฀�����

4HE฀!USTRALIA�&IJI฀,AW฀AND฀*USTICE฀3ECTOR฀0ROGRAMME฀HAS฀REFURBISHED฀JUVENILE฀

COURT฀FACILITIES�฀CONDUCTED฀A฀STUDY฀INTO฀COMMUNITY฀ATTITUDES฀ON฀JUVENILE฀JUSTICE�฀CONDUCTED฀

COMMUNITY฀AND฀PROFESSIONAL฀TRAINING฀WORKSHOPS฀ON฀VARIOUS฀ASPECTS฀OF฀LAW฀AND฀ORDER�฀

PROVIDED฀A฀COMMUNITY฀VOLUNTEER฀PROBATION฀OFlCER�฀AND฀UNDERTAKEN฀VARIOUS฀OTHER฀INITIATIVES฀

ON฀JUVENILE฀JUSTICE�
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&IJI฀RATIlED฀THE฀#2#฀IN฀����฀AND฀PRESENTED฀ITS฀lRST฀IMPLEMENTATION฀REPORT฀IN฀�����฀4HE฀

$EPARTMENT฀OF฀3OCIAL฀7ELFARE฀HAS฀A฀CHILD฀PROTECTION฀UNIT฀AND฀IS฀RESPONSIBLE฀FOR฀ADDRESSING฀

MOST฀CHILD฀PROTECTION฀ISSUES�฀BUT฀THE฀UNIT฀IS฀VERY฀UNDERSTAFFED฀AND฀LACKS฀TRANSPORT฀IN฀RURAL฀

AREAS�฀4HE฀-INISTRIES฀OF฀%DUCATION�฀9OUTH฀AND฀(EALTH฀ALSO฀HAVE฀RESPONSIBILITIES฀FOR฀CHILD฀

PROTECTION�฀&IJI฀HAS฀RATIlED฀),/฀CONVENTIONS฀REGARDING฀THE฀-INIMUM฀!GE฀FOR฀!DMISSION฀

TO฀%MPLOYMENT฀AND฀THE฀%LIMINATION฀OF฀THE฀7ORST฀&ORMS฀OF฀#HILD฀,ABOUR�฀ACCEDED฀TO฀THE฀

(AGUE฀#ONVENTION฀ON฀THE฀#IVIL฀!SPECTS฀OF฀)NTERNATIONAL฀#HILD฀!BDUCTION�฀AND฀ADOPTED฀THE฀

3TOCKHOLM฀!GENDA฀FOR฀!CTION฀TO฀PREVENT฀THE฀COMMERCIAL฀EXPLOITATION฀OF฀CHILDREN����

฀

5.)#%&฀AND฀OTHER฀DEVELOPMENT฀PARTNERS฀HAVE฀BEEN฀HELPING฀THE฀&IJI฀'OVERNMENT฀TO฀STRENGTHEN฀

THEIR฀CAPACITY฀TO฀SUPPORT฀CHILD฀RIGHTS�฀4HE฀COMMITMENT฀OF฀GOVERNMENT฀TO฀CHILD฀PROTECTION฀AS฀

DEMONSTRATED฀THROUGH฀THE฀POLICIES฀OF฀VARIOUS฀MINISTRIES฀AND฀THE฀POLICE฀IS฀DRIVING฀THIS฀PROCESS฀

ONWARDS�฀4HE฀.ATIONAL฀#OORDINATING฀#OMMITTEE฀FOR฀#HILDREN฀COORDINATES฀AND฀FACILITATES฀

ADVOCACY฀ABOUT฀THE฀#2#฀AND฀MONITORING฀AND฀REPORTING฀ACTIVITIES฀TO฀BE฀CARRIED฀OUT฀BY฀THE฀

GOVERNMENT�฀

!N฀IMPORTANT฀PART฀OF฀THIS฀PROCESS฀IS฀TO฀EDUCATE฀THE฀PUBLIC฀ABOUT฀CHILD฀RIGHTS฀AND฀CHILDREN�S฀

DEVELOPMENT�฀4HIS฀KNOWLEDGE฀HELPS฀TO฀BUILD฀CAPACITY฀TO฀BUDGET฀FOR฀AND฀DEVELOP฀NECESSARY฀

SERVICES฀FOR฀CHILDREN�฀AND฀TO฀MAKE฀PEOPLE฀AWARE฀OF฀WHAT฀TYPES฀OF฀ACTIONS฀CONSTITUTE฀CHILD฀

ABUSE฀AND฀ARE฀UNACCEPTABLE�฀4HE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀%DUCATION�฀FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀HAS฀HAD฀A฀POLICY฀IN฀

PLACE฀FOR฀MORE฀THAN฀A฀DECADE�฀THAT฀HEAD
TEACHERS฀ALONE฀COULD฀PHYSICALLY฀PUNISH฀CHILDREN฀AND฀

THEN฀ONLY฀IN฀CONTROLLED฀WAYS�฀4HE฀FACT฀THAT฀TEACHERS฀STILL฀STRIKE฀CHILDREN฀IS฀EVIDENT฀FROM฀THE฀

NUMBER฀OF฀NEWSPAPER฀REPORTS฀AND฀COURT฀CASES฀AGAINST฀THEM�฀BUT฀THESE฀REPORTS฀AND฀CASES฀ALSO฀

SHOW฀THAT฀THE฀COMMUNITY฀IS฀BECOMING฀LESS฀TOLERANT฀OF฀THIS฀BEHAVIOUR�฀

/NE฀OF฀THE฀DIFlCULTIES฀IN฀BETTER฀ADDRESSING฀CHILD฀PROTECTION฀IS฀THE฀LACK฀OF฀CONSOLIDATED฀AND฀

DISAGGREGATED฀DATA฀ON฀ISSUES฀SUCH฀AS฀JUVENILE฀JUSTICE�฀CHILD฀LABOUR�฀ABUSE฀AND฀EXPLOITATION�฀

LEAVING฀PEOPLE฀IN฀KEY฀POLITICAL�฀ADMINISTRATIVE฀AND฀JUDICIAL฀ROLES฀RELIANT฀ON฀MEDIA฀REPORTS฀

AND฀ANECDOTES����฀%FFORTS฀TO฀DEVELOP฀COMMON฀REPORTING฀DATABASES฀NEVERTHELESS฀GO฀BACK฀TO฀THE฀

EARLY฀����S����฀!NOTHER฀PROBLEM฀IN฀BETTER฀DEVELOPING฀CHILD฀PROTECTION฀IS฀THE฀LITTLE฀lNANCIAL฀

RESOURCES฀DIRECTED฀TOWARDS฀THIS�฀PARTICULARLY฀THE฀LIMITED฀RESOURCES฀OF฀THE฀$EPARTMENT฀OF฀3OCIAL฀

7ELFARE�฀THE฀POLICE�฀CHILDREN�S฀HOMES฀AND฀DETENTION฀CENTRES����฀

100,101,103 
Carling, 2004.

102 
Fiji Government, CRC Report 1995.



53 0!24฀��฀฀)335%3

4ABLE฀����฀฀-ISSING฀INFORMATION฀ON฀CHILD฀PROTECTION

฀ )SSUE฀ ฀ ฀ 3OURCE฀฀ ฀ $ATA฀AVAILABLE

฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀

฀

฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ $EPARTMENT฀

฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ OF฀3OCIAL฀

฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ 7ELFARE฀ ฀

฀฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ -URDER�฀MANSLAUGHTER�฀ASSAULT฀WITH฀INTENT฀฀

฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ TO฀CAUSE฀GRIEVOUS฀BODILY฀HARM�฀ASSAULT฀฀ ฀

฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ OCCASIONING฀ACTUAL฀BODILY฀HARM�฀฀ ฀ ฀

฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ABDUCTION�฀CRIMINAL฀INTIMIDATION�COMMON฀฀฀

฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ASSAULT�฀OTHERS

฀ ฀ ฀ ฀

฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ #HILD฀NEGLECT�฀ABANDONMENT�LOST�฀฀ ฀

฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ORPHANED�฀BEYOND฀CONTROL฀�REMOVAL฀OF฀฀ ฀

฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ CHILD	�฀CHILD฀AVAILABLE฀FOR฀ADOPTION�฀฀ ฀

฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ VICTIMS฀OF฀PARENTAL฀CONmICT�฀TRUANCY

฀

6IOLENCE฀AGAINST฀CHILDREN฀

฀IN฀THE฀SCHOOL฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ .O฀DATA฀AVAILABLE

฀6IOLENCE฀AGAINST฀CHILDREN฀

฀IN฀CONmICT฀WITH฀THE฀LAW฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ .O฀DATA฀AVAILABLE

฀6IOLENCE฀AGAINST

฀INSTITUTIONALISED฀CHILDREN฀ ฀ ฀ .O฀DATA฀AVAILABLE

฀6IOLENCE฀AGAINST฀CHILDREN฀

฀IN฀WORK฀SITUATIONS฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ .O฀DATA฀AVAILABLE

฀6IOLENCE฀AGAINST฀CHILDREN

฀IN฀THE฀STREET�COMMUNITY฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ .O฀DATA฀AVAILABLE

฀

฀6IOLENCE฀AGAINST฀CHILDREN฀

฀IN฀THE฀CYBERSPACE฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ .O฀DATA฀AVAILABLE

3OURCE�฀-INISTRY฀FOR฀7OMEN�฀3OCIAL฀7ELFARE฀AND฀0OVERTY฀!LLEVIATION�฀�����฀

.OTE�฀4HERE฀ARE฀PROTOCOLS฀FOR฀INFORMATION฀SHARING฀BETWEEN฀THE฀$EPT฀OF฀3OCIAL฀7ELFARE฀AND฀THE฀POLICE�฀BUT฀NO฀LEGAL฀
REQUIREMENTS�

"IRTH฀REGISTRATION฀IS฀AN฀IMPORTANT฀RIGHT฀FOR฀ALL฀CHILDREN�฀#OMPARED฀WITH฀OTHER฀0ACIlC฀ISLAND฀

COUNTRIES�฀&IJI�S฀REGISTRATION฀SYSTEM฀IS฀COMPREHENSIVE�฀2EGISTRATION฀OF฀BIRTHS฀WITHIN฀TWO฀MONTHS฀

IS฀A฀LEGAL฀REQUIREMENT฀UNDER฀THE฀����฀"IRTHS�฀$EATHS฀AND฀-ARRIAGES฀!CT�฀"IRTH฀REGISTRIES฀ARE฀

AVAILABLE฀IN฀ALL฀GOVERNMENT฀CENTRES�฀!BOUT฀���฀OF฀ALL฀BIRTHS฀ARE฀REGISTERED฀WITHIN฀THE฀CORRECT฀

TIME฀PERIOD�฀���฀ARE฀LATE฀REGISTRATIONS฀�IE�฀AFTER฀��฀MONTHS	฀AND฀AN฀ESTIMATED฀��฀OF฀BIRTHS฀ARE฀

NOT฀REGISTERED฀FOR฀SOME฀REASON����฀

���฀,�฀-ATADIGO�฀2EGISTER฀'ENERAL�฀IN฀5.)#%&�฀�����

2EPORTED฀CASES฀OF฀RAPE�฀ATTEMPTED฀

RAPE�฀DElLEMENT฀OF฀GIRLS฀UNDER฀��฀YRS�฀

DElLEMENT฀OF฀GIRLS฀��
��฀YRS�฀UNNATURAL฀

OFFENCES�฀INDECENT฀EXPOSURE�฀INCEST�

INDECENT฀ASSAULT

0OLICE

฀2EPORTED฀CASES฀OF฀SEXUAL฀

฀ABUSE฀OF฀CHILDREN฀AND฀

฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE

3EXUAL฀ABUSE

2EPORTED฀CASES฀OF฀CHILD฀

PHYSICAL฀ABUSE

0OLICE

$EPARTMENT฀OF฀

3OCIAL฀7ELFARE


