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��฀4HE฀%CONOMIC฀AND฀0OLITICAL฀3ITUATION

&IJI฀IS฀A฀SMALL฀ISLAND฀STATE฀LYING฀��฀TO฀��฀SOUTH฀OF฀THE฀EQUATOR฀IN฀THE฀SOUTHERN฀0ACIlC฀/CEAN�฀

4HE฀COUNTRY฀HAS฀APPROXIMATELY฀���฀ISLANDS฀WITH฀A฀TOTAL฀AREA฀OF฀����฀THOUSAND฀SQ�฀KM�฀OF฀

LAND�฀SPREAD฀OVER฀���฀THOUSAND฀SQ�฀KM�฀OF฀OCEAN�฀4OURISM�฀REMITTANCES�฀SUGAR฀PRODUCTION�฀

AND฀TO฀A฀LESSER฀DEGREE฀MANUFACTURING�฀ARE฀THE฀MAIN฀SUPPORTS฀OF฀THE฀ECONOMY�฀4HE฀POPULATION฀

OF฀AROUND฀�������฀IS฀GROWING฀SLOWLY�฀IF฀AT฀ALL�฀DUE฀TO฀A฀MODERATELY฀SLOW฀RATE฀OF฀FERTILITY฀AND฀A฀

FAST฀RATE฀OF฀OUT
MIGRATION�฀*UST฀OVER฀HALF฀OF฀THE฀POPULATION฀ARE฀INDIGENOUS฀&IJIANS�฀4HE฀OTHER฀

LARGE฀ETHNIC฀GROUP฀ARE฀)NDO
&IJIANS�฀MOSTLY฀DESCENDANTS฀OF฀INDENTURED฀LABOURERS฀WHO฀CAME฀

FROM฀)NDIA฀IN฀THE฀LATE฀NINETEENTH฀AND฀EARLY฀TWENTIETH฀CENTURIES�฀/THER฀ETHNIC฀GROUPS฀�OFlCIALLY฀

KNOWN฀AS฀@/THERS�	฀HAVE฀NEVER฀MADE฀UP฀MORE฀THAN฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀THE฀POPULATION�฀4HEY฀

INCLUDE฀#HINESE�฀%UROPEANS฀AND฀OTHER฀0ACIlC฀)SLANDERS�฀AND฀A฀GROWING฀NUMBER฀OF฀PEOPLE฀OF฀

MIXED฀ETHNICITY฀OR฀OTHER฀ORIGINS�฀

/NE฀OF฀THE฀LARGER฀COUNTRIES฀OF฀THE฀3OUTH฀0ACIlC฀ISLAND฀REGION�฀4HE฀&IJIAN฀)SLANDS฀HAVE฀A฀

RELATIVELY฀WELL
DEVELOPED฀INFRASTRUCTURE�฀ON฀AVERAGE฀A฀MODERATELY฀GOOD฀STANDARD฀OF฀LIVING�฀

AND฀A฀HIGH฀BUT฀STATIC฀LEVEL฀OF฀HUMAN฀DEVELOPMENT�฀)NTERNATIONALLY�฀&IJI฀IS฀LISTED฀ON฀5.$0�S฀

DEVELOPMENT฀SCALES฀AMONG฀THE฀MEDIUM฀DEVELOPED฀COUNTRIES�฀RANKING฀��TH฀OF฀���฀COUNTRIES฀

ON฀THE฀����฀(UMAN฀$EVELOPMENT฀)NDEX฀�($)	�฀4HIS฀RANKING฀ON฀THE฀($)฀REmECTS฀HIGH฀ADULT฀

LITERACY�฀SCHOOL฀ENROLMENTS฀AND฀LIFE฀EXPECTANCY�฀WHICH฀TOGETHER฀COMPENSATE฀FOR฀A฀SOMEWHAT฀

LOWER฀'ROSS฀$OMESTIC฀0RODUCT฀�'$0	�฀฀

3INCE฀)NDEPENDENCE฀IN฀�����฀SUCCESSIVE฀GOVERNMENTS฀HAVE฀GIVEN฀PRIORITY฀TO฀EQUAL฀

DEVELOPMENT�฀ECONOMIC฀GROWTH�฀EXPANDING฀HEALTH฀AND฀EDUCATION฀SERVICES�฀AND฀DEVELOPING฀

HUMAN฀RESOURCES�฀.'/S�฀CHURCH฀ORGANISATIONS฀AND฀OTHER฀COMMUNITY฀BODIES฀HAVE฀ALSO฀MADE฀

LARGE฀CONTRIBUTIONS฀TO฀NATIONAL฀DEVELOPMENT�฀4HEY฀OPERATE฀MOST฀OF฀THE฀SCHOOLS฀AND฀MANY฀OF฀

THE฀WELFARE฀AND฀COMMUNITY฀DEVELOPMENT฀ORGANISATIONS�฀฀

4ABLE฀���฀฀฀&IJI�S฀2ANKING฀ON฀THE฀(UMAN฀$EVELOPMENT฀)NDEX฀�($)	�฀����
����

 Year  HDI    International ranking

 1990  0.724           71 Medium HDI

 1995  0.741                 46 High HDI

 2000  0.769           66 Medium HDI

 2005  0.752            92 Medium HDI

 2006  0.758           90 Medium HDI

฀
฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀3OURCE�฀5.$0฀(UMAN฀$EVELOPMENT฀2EPORTS�฀VARIOUS฀YEARS�฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀.OTE�฀4HE฀LOWER฀THE฀INTERNATIONAL฀RANKING฀NUMBER�฀THE฀BETTER฀THE฀SCORE�
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&IGURE฀���฀4HE฀($)฀FOR฀0ACIlC฀)SLAND฀#OUNTRIES�฀����฀AND฀����

 

3OURCE�฀5.$0฀�FORTHCOMING	

/VER฀THE฀PAST฀TWO฀DECADES�฀POLITICAL฀INSTABILITY฀HAS฀TAKEN฀ITS฀TOLL฀ON฀&IJI�฀)T฀HAS฀HELD฀BACK฀

ECONOMIC฀GROWTH�฀WHICH฀HAS฀CONTRIBUTED฀TO฀A฀WIDENING฀GAP฀BETWEEN฀THE฀RICH฀AND฀THE฀POOR�฀

!฀RECENT฀ECONOMIC฀SURVEY฀ESTIMATED฀THAT฀EACH฀OF฀THE฀FOUR฀COUPS฀OVER฀THE฀PAST฀TWENTY฀YEARS฀

HAS฀COST฀&IJI฀THREE฀YEARS฀OF฀ECONOMIC฀GROWTH�฀A฀TOTAL฀OF฀��฀YEARS฀OF฀STAGNATION�฀AND฀THE฀IMPACT฀

HAS฀BEEN฀GREATLY฀AFFECTED฀ON฀THE฀POOR
�
�฀4HIS฀HAS฀ERODED฀THE฀SENSE฀OF฀NATIONAL฀COMMUNITY฀AND฀

DIMINISHED฀THE฀QUALITY฀OF฀LIFE฀FOR฀MANY฀PEOPLE��฀฀฀

7HILE฀THE฀EXERCISE฀OF฀MEASURING฀DEVELOPMENT฀STANDARDS฀HAS฀TIGHTENED฀THE฀FOCUS฀ON฀PRACTICAL฀

ACHIEVEMENTS฀TOWARDS฀MEETING฀NATIONAL฀COMMITMENTS�฀THE฀CURRENT฀EMPHASIS฀ON฀INTERNATIONAL฀

YARDSTICKS฀SUCH฀AS฀THE฀($)฀AND฀THE฀-$'S฀HAS฀HAD฀ONE฀UNFORTUNATE฀EFFECT�฀THAT฀OF฀FOCUSSING฀

ATTENTION฀ON฀CRUDE฀NATIONAL฀AVERAGES�฀)N฀THIS�฀A฀MOST฀ELEMENTARY฀FEATURE฀OF฀STATISTICS฀IS฀EASILY฀

OVERLOOKED�฀AVERAGES฀TELL฀VERY฀LITTLE฀ABOUT฀THE฀RANGE�฀.ATIONAL฀AVERAGES฀SHOW฀NOTHING฀OF฀THE฀

EXTENT฀OF฀INEQUALITY฀WITHIN฀A฀COUNTRY฀AND฀CAN฀CAMOUmAGE฀DEEP฀POCKETS฀OF฀DISADVANTAGE�฀"Y฀

INTERNATIONAL฀COMPARISONS�฀&IJI฀MAY฀APPEAR฀MODERATELY฀WELL฀OFF฀BUT฀THE฀EXTENT฀OF฀INEQUALITY฀IS฀

LARGE฀AND฀GROWING�฀

3INCE฀THE฀LATE฀����S�฀&IJI�S฀PROGRESS฀ON฀THE฀($)฀HAS฀STALLED฀�&IGURE฀���	�฀)NFANT�฀CHILD฀AND฀

MATERNAL฀MORTALITY฀RATES฀HAVE฀HALVED฀SINCE฀THE฀����S฀AND฀ARE฀NOW฀LOW�฀AND฀LIFE฀EXPECTANCY฀AT฀

BIRTH฀IS฀HIGH฀AT฀����฀YEARS฀FOR฀WOMEN฀AND฀����฀YEARS฀FOR฀MEN�฀(OWEVER�฀EVEN฀A฀DECADE฀AGO�฀IN฀

THE฀����฀CENSUS�฀THERE฀WERE฀SIGNS฀THAT฀LIFE฀EXPECTANCY฀NUMBERS฀WERE฀NO฀LONGER฀INCREASING฀AND฀

COULD฀INSTEAD฀BE฀FALLING฀BACK��฀4HERE฀IS฀A฀HIGH฀LEVEL฀OF฀ADULT฀LITERACY�฀ALMOST฀UNIVERSAL฀PRIMARY฀

SCHOOL฀ENROLMENT�฀AND฀AROUND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀ADOLESCENTS฀REMAIN฀AT฀SCHOOL฀TO฀THE฀AGE฀OF฀��฀

YEARS�฀UP฀FROM฀A฀MUCH฀SMALLER฀NUMBER฀A฀GENERATION฀AGO�฀,ARGELY฀BECAUSE฀THESE฀EDUCATION฀

INDICATORS฀WERE฀ALREADY฀GOOD�฀IN฀RECENT฀YEARS฀&IJI฀HAS฀MADE฀MUCH฀LESS฀IMPROVEMENT฀ON฀THEM฀

THAN฀MANY฀OF฀ITS฀NEIGHBOURING฀COUNTRIES�฀"UT฀THERE฀IS฀ALSO฀GROWING฀PRESSURE฀ON฀THE฀QUALITY฀

OF฀EDUCATION฀AND฀OTHER฀BASIC฀SERVICES�฀FOR฀WHILE฀GOVERNMENT฀EXPENDITURE฀ON฀SERVICES฀HAS฀

INCREASED�฀SO฀TOO฀HAS฀THE฀PROPORTION฀OF฀FUNDS฀THAT฀MUST฀GO฀SOLELY฀TO฀OPERATING฀COSTS�฀

0OLITICAL฀INSTABILITY฀AND฀CIVIL฀DISORDER฀IN฀����฀SHOCKED฀THE฀&IJI฀ECONOMY฀ALMOST฀TO฀A฀STANDSTILL฀

OUT฀OF฀WHICH฀IT฀WAS฀SLOWLY฀DRAWN฀BY฀THE฀RECOVERY฀OF฀THE฀TOURISM฀SECTOR�฀4HIS฀IN฀TURN฀BROUGHT฀

฀
฀�

฀#HAND�฀�����
฀฀
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GROWTH฀IN฀RELATED฀AREAS฀SUCH฀AS฀RESTAURANTS฀AND฀CONSTRUCTION��฀0OLITICAL฀INSTABILITY�฀THE฀

EXPIRY฀OF฀TAX฀HOLIDAYS฀FOR฀SOME฀GARMENT฀FACTORIES฀AND฀LOSS฀OF฀EXPORT฀QUOTAS฀CONTRIBUTED฀TO฀

A฀DECLINE฀IN฀CLOTHING฀MANUFACTURING฀AND฀THE฀LOSS฀OF฀APPROXIMATELY฀�����฀JOBS�฀MOST฀HELD฀

BY฀WOMEN��฀฀!S฀QUALIlED฀AND฀SKILLED฀CITIZENS฀EMIGRATED�฀SKILL฀SHORTAGES฀HAMPERED฀BOTH฀THE฀

PUBLIC฀AND฀PRIVATE฀SECTORS�฀HOWEVER฀REMITTANCES฀FROM฀WORKERS฀ABROAD฀NOW฀MAKE฀A฀SIGNIlCANT฀

CONTRIBUTION฀TO฀THE฀NATIONAL฀AND฀HOUSEHOLD฀INCOMES�฀4HE฀RURAL฀SECTORS฀n฀AGRICULTURE�฀FORESTRY฀

AND฀lSHERIES฀n฀HAVE฀CONTINUED฀TO฀SHRINK฀IN฀IMPORTANCE฀SINCE฀THE฀����S�฀!฀SHARP฀DROP฀OF฀CANE฀

PRODUCTION฀IN฀THE฀EARLY฀����S฀AND฀ITS฀POOR฀QUALITY�฀TRANSPORTATION฀PROBLEMS�฀UNCERTAINTY฀

OVER฀LAND
LEASES�฀POOR฀MILL฀PERFORMANCE�฀ALL฀CONTRIBUTED฀TO฀A฀DECLINE฀IN฀SUGAR฀PRODUCTION�฀

AND฀THEREBY฀TO฀EXPORT฀EARNINGS฀AND฀&IJI�S฀BALANCE฀OF฀PAYMENTS��฀4HE฀VIABILITY฀OF฀THE฀SUGAR฀

AND฀CLOTHING฀INDUSTRIES฀IS฀IN฀DOUBT�฀AND฀WITH฀THEM฀MOST฀PROSPECTS฀FOR฀ECONOMIC฀GROWTH�฀

EMPLOYMENT�฀AND฀TAX฀REVENUES��฀'OVERNMENT฀EFFORTS฀TO฀STIMULATE฀THE฀ECONOMY฀HAVE฀BEEN฀

HELD฀BACK฀BY฀A฀LOW฀LEVEL฀OF฀PRIVATE฀INVESTMENT฀AND฀CONTINUING฀CONCERNS฀OVER฀THE฀SECURITY฀OF฀

LAND฀TENURE฀AND฀POLITICAL฀STABILITY�฀!NOTHER฀POLITICAL฀CRISIS฀IN฀LATE฀����฀BROUGHT฀ON฀ANOTHER฀

ECONOMIC฀DOWNTURN�฀

4HESE฀HAVE฀BEEN฀DIFlCULT฀TIMES฀FOR฀MANY฀FAMILIES฀IN฀&IJI�฀.ARSEY฀�����A	฀REPORTED฀THAT฀

AVERAGE฀WAGES฀STAYED฀BELOW฀THE฀GROWTH฀LINE฀OF฀PER฀CAPITA฀'$0฀FROM฀THE฀EARLY฀����S�฀CAUGHT฀

UP฀BRIEmY฀IN฀�����฀AND฀THEN฀WENT฀INTO฀A฀DEEP฀AND฀WIDENING฀SLUMP�฀0EOPLE฀EARNING฀SALARIES฀

GENERALLY฀DID฀NOT฀DO฀WELL฀UNLESS฀THEY฀WORKED฀FOR฀'OVERNMENT฀OR฀STATUTORY฀AUTHORITIES฀WHERE฀

STRONG฀UNIONS฀COULD฀PROTECT฀REAL฀INCOMES�฀7AGE฀EARNERS฀n฀GENERALLY฀PEOPLE฀AT฀THE฀LOWER฀END฀OF฀

THE฀INCOME฀SCALE฀n฀WERE฀WORSE฀OFF฀IN฀����
�฀THAN฀IN฀������

฀฀

$ESPITE฀THE฀ECONOMIC฀PROBLEMS�฀'$0฀HAS฀CONTINUED฀TO฀GROW�฀BUT฀THE฀BENElTS฀OF฀THIS฀GROWTH฀

HAVE฀NOT฀BEEN฀WELL฀DISTRIBUTED�฀7HILE฀THERE฀WAS฀LITTLE฀GROWTH฀IN฀REAL฀'$0฀PER฀HEAD฀FROM฀����฀

TO฀�����฀IT฀INCREASED฀SUBSTANTIALLY฀SINCE฀�����฀GROWING฀���฀FROM฀����฀TO฀�����฀4HE฀FACT฀THAT฀

POVERTY฀ALSO฀GREW฀OVER฀THAT฀PERIOD฀SUGGESTS฀THAT฀THE฀DEVELOPMENT฀PROCESS฀HAS฀NOT฀BEEN฀

INCLUSIVE฀AND฀CALLS฀INTO฀QUESTION฀THE฀QUALITY฀OF฀BOTH฀ECONOMIC฀AND฀SOCIAL฀POLICIES���
฀฀

฀

฀ &IGURE฀���฀2EAL฀'$0฀PER฀HEAD฀SINCE฀����

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀3OURCE�฀&OCUS฀%CONOMICS�฀�����฀DERIVED฀FROM฀&IJI฀)SLANDS฀"UREAU฀OF฀3TATISTICS฀�����	฀AND฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀7ORLD฀$EVELOPMENT฀)NDICATORS฀����

��฀�฀!$"�฀�����
��฀�฀
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4HE฀&IJI฀'OVERNMENT�S฀STATED฀COMMITMENT฀TO฀EQUITABLE฀DEVELOPMENT฀HAS฀COME฀UNDER฀

INCREASED฀PRESSURE�฀4HE฀PRESENT฀DEVELOPMENT฀PLAN฀IS฀TO฀FOCUS฀UPON฀OPPORTUNITIES฀FOR฀ECONOMIC฀

GROWTH฀AND฀TO฀GET฀THE฀ECONOMY฀MOVING฀AS฀A฀PRECURSOR฀TO฀SOCIAL฀DEVELOPMENT�฀"UT฀IN฀RECENT฀

YEARS�฀GOVERNMENT�S฀BUDGET฀HAS฀GROWN฀FASTER฀THAN฀THE฀NATIONAL฀ECONOMY฀AND฀ITS฀LEVEL฀OF฀DEBT฀

HAS฀GROWN฀RAPIDLY�฀#IVIL฀SERVICE฀SALARIES฀TAKE฀UP฀A฀LARGE฀PART฀OF฀GOVERNMENT฀SPENDING�฀AND฀

THE฀����฀BUDGET฀INTRODUCED฀A฀��฀PAY฀CUT฀FOR฀CIVIL฀SERVANTS�฀4HERE฀IS฀LITTLE฀LEFT฀OVER฀FOR฀CAPITAL฀

COSTS�฀AND฀SOCIAL฀SERVICES฀ARE฀UNDER฀GROWING฀STRAIN฀TO฀MAINTAIN฀THEIR฀QUALITY฀IN฀THE฀FACE฀OF฀THIS฀

DECLINING฀INVESTMENT�

&IJI�S฀STALLED฀PROGRESS฀ON฀HUMAN฀DEVELOPMENT

#HILD฀MORTALITY฀IS฀AN฀IMPORTANT฀INDICATOR฀OF฀HUMAN฀DEVELOPMENT�฀&IJI฀HAS฀A฀RELATIVELY฀LOW฀

MORTALITY฀RATE฀FOR฀CHILDREN�฀)N฀THE฀EARLY฀����S฀IT฀WAS฀THE฀SECOND
LOWEST฀AMONG฀0ACIlC฀)SLAND฀

COUNTRIES�฀/VER฀THE฀PAST฀DECADE�฀CHILD฀MORTALITY฀DROPPED฀IN฀EVERY฀OTHER฀COUNTRY฀IN฀THE฀REGION฀

n฀PARTICULARLY฀IN฀COUNTRIES฀WITH฀HIGHER฀RATES฀n฀BUT฀&IJI฀REMAINED฀STATIC�฀

&IGURE฀���฀฀#HILD฀MORTALITY฀RATES฀IN฀0ACIlC฀)SLAND฀COUNTRIES�฀EARLY฀����S

3OURCE�฀5.$0�฀����

&IGURE฀���฀฀0ER฀CENT฀DECREASE฀IN฀CHILD฀MORTALITY฀IN฀0ACIlC฀)SLAND
฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀COUNTRIES�฀EARLY฀����S฀TO฀����S

3OURCE�฀5.$0�฀FORTHCOMING
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��฀฀0OPULATION฀TRENDS

4HE฀LAST฀NATIONAL฀POPULATION฀CENSUS฀WAS฀HELD฀��฀YEARS฀AGO฀IN฀�����฀0OPULATION฀PROJECTIONS฀

PARTLY฀COMPENSATE฀FOR฀THE฀LACK฀OF฀RECENT฀lGURES฀BUT฀MUCH฀IS฀UNCERTAIN฀ABOUT฀THE฀PRESENT฀

SITUATION�฀"ECAUSE฀THERE฀ARE฀NO฀lRM฀POPULATION฀COUNTS�฀IMPORTANT฀QUESTIONS฀THAT฀CANNOT฀BE฀

PROPERLY฀ANSWERED฀INCLUDE฀THE฀PROPORTIONS฀OF฀CHILDREN฀IN฀OR฀OUT฀OF฀SCHOOL�฀VOCATIONAL฀SKILLS฀IN฀

THE฀WORKING฀POPULATION�฀THE฀EXTENT฀OF฀UNEMPLOYMENT�฀THE฀GROWTH฀OF฀TOWNS�฀AND฀THE฀NUMBER฀

OF฀FAMILIES฀LIVING฀IN฀SQUATTER
LIKE฀HOUSING�

3INCE฀)NDEPENDENCE�฀&IJI฀HAS฀HAD฀A฀SLOW฀BUT฀STEADY฀EXODUS฀OF฀PROFESSIONAL฀AND฀SKILLED฀WORKERS�฀

BUT฀EMIGRATION฀ACCELERATED฀IN฀THE฀����S�฀3OON฀AFTER฀THE฀MILITARY฀COUPS฀OF฀�����฀EMIGRATION฀

RATES฀MORE฀THAN฀DOUBLED�฀)N฀THE฀EARLY฀����S�฀THE฀OUTmOW฀DROPPED฀BACK฀TO฀AROUND฀�����฀

PEOPLE฀PER฀YEAR�฀PARTLY฀BECAUSE฀OF฀LONG฀WAITING฀TIMES฀FOR฀VISAS�฀AND฀THEN฀STEADILY฀ROSE฀AGAIN�฀

"Y฀�����฀EMIGRATION฀WAS฀ALMOST฀BACK฀TO฀ITS฀POST
����฀HEIGHT�฀BUT฀AFTER฀THE฀ATTEMPTED฀COUP฀

THAT฀YEAR฀IT฀SURGED฀UPWARDS฀AGAIN�฀TO฀A฀NET฀LOSS฀OF฀�����฀PEOPLE฀IN฀�����฀�����฀IN฀����฀

AND฀�����฀IN฀�������฀-OST฀MIGRANTS฀ARE฀SKILLED฀WORKERS฀OR฀PROFESSIONALS฀AND฀THEIR฀FAMILIES�฀

4HIS฀@BRAIN฀DRAIN�฀HAS฀HAD฀SERIOUS฀REPERCUSSIONS฀ON฀THE฀STAFlNG฀OF฀SCHOOLS�฀HEALTH฀FACILITIES�฀

BUSINESSES฀AND฀GOVERNMENT฀ADMINISTRATION�฀

&IGURE฀���฀฀.ET฀%MIGRATION฀FROM฀&IJI�฀����
����

3OURCE�฀"UREAU฀OF฀3TATISTICS�฀����฀฀฀

"ECAUSE฀EMIGRATION฀RATES฀HAVE฀BEEN฀HIGHER฀FOR฀)NDO
&IJIANS฀THAN฀&IJIANS�฀THE฀REMAINING฀

POPULATION฀IS฀MORE฀HEAVILY฀&IJIAN�฀AND฀THIS฀HAS฀AN฀EFFECT฀ON฀OTHER฀DEMOGRAPHIC฀

CHARACTERISTICS�฀4HE฀CRUDE฀BIRTH฀RATE�฀TOTAL฀FERTILITY฀RATE฀AND฀INFANT฀MORTALITY฀RATE฀FOR฀SEVERAL฀

DECADES฀HAVE฀BEEN฀HIGHER฀FOR฀&IJIANS฀THAN฀)NDO
&IJIANS฀�&IGURE฀���	�฀!S฀THE฀POPULATION฀

BECOMES฀MORE฀&IJIAN�฀THESE฀RATES฀WILL฀LIKELY฀RISE฀n฀BUT฀AS฀AN฀ARTEFACT฀OF฀THE฀CHANGING฀

POPULATION฀COMPOSITION฀RATHER฀THAN฀A฀DETERIORATION฀OF฀NATIONAL฀HEALTH฀STANDARDS�
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