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!S฀PART฀OF฀ITS฀COUNTRY฀PROGRAMMES�฀5.)#%&฀ASSISTS฀GOVERNMENTS฀TO฀PRODUCE฀AND฀UPDATE฀A฀

REPORT฀ON฀DEVELOPMENT฀TRENDS฀WITHIN฀EACH฀COUNTRY฀THAT฀DESCRIBES฀HOW฀THESE฀CHANGES฀AFFECT฀THE฀

WELL
BEING฀OF฀CHILDREN�฀YOUTH฀AND฀WOMEN�฀4HESE฀REPORTS฀HELP฀TO฀DIRECT฀5.)#%&�S฀PROGRAMMES฀

AND฀THEY฀ALSO฀PROVIDE฀A฀USEFUL฀REFERENCE฀FOR฀NATIONAL฀BODIES�฀THE฀PUBLIC฀AND฀OTHER฀DEVELOPMENT฀

PARTNERS�฀4HIS฀REPORT฀PRESENTS฀AN฀OVERVIEW฀OF฀THE฀SITUATION฀OF฀CHILDREN฀AND฀WOMEN฀IN฀&IJI฀IN฀THE฀

lRST฀DECADE฀OF฀THE฀��ST฀CENTURY�฀฀)T฀WAS฀DRAFTED฀WITH฀HELP฀FROM฀MANY฀PEOPLE฀IN฀&IJI฀AND฀DRAWS฀

UPON฀BOTH฀PUBLISHED฀AND฀UNPUBLISHED฀INFORMATION฀AND฀REPORTS�

0OLITICAL฀INSTABILITY฀AND฀ASSOCIATED฀ECONOMIC฀DIFlCULTIES฀OVER฀THE฀PAST฀TWENTY฀YEARS฀HAVE฀PUT฀

THE฀&IJI฀'OVERNMENT�S฀COMMITMENT฀TO฀EQUITABLE฀DEVELOPMENT฀UNDER฀INCREASED฀PRESSURE�฀4HE

CURRENT฀DEVELOPMENT฀PLAN฀FOCUSES฀ON฀OPPORTUNITIES฀FOR฀ECONOMIC฀GROWTH�฀IN฀THE฀EXPECTATION฀

THAT฀THIS฀IS฀THE฀PRECURSOR฀TO฀SOCIAL฀DEVELOPMENT�฀"UT฀GOVERNMENT�S฀BUDGET฀HAS฀GROWN฀FASTER฀

THAN฀THE฀NATIONAL฀ECONOMY�฀ITS฀DEBT฀HAS฀GROWN฀RAPIDLY�฀AND฀CIVIL฀SERVICE฀SALARIES฀TAKE฀UP฀A฀

LARGE฀PART฀OF฀GOVERNMENT฀SPENDING�฀DESPITE฀A฀RECENT฀PAY฀CUT�฀4HERE฀IS฀LITTLE฀LEFT฀OVER฀FOR฀CAPITAL฀

COSTS�฀AND฀SOCIAL฀SERVICES฀ARE฀UNDER฀GROWING฀STRAIN฀TO฀MAINTAIN฀THEIR฀QUALITY฀IN฀THE฀FACE฀OF฀THIS฀

DECLINING฀INVESTMENT�฀0ROGRESS฀IN฀SECTORS฀SUCH฀AS฀HEALTH�฀EDUCATION฀AND฀SOCIAL฀SERVICES�฀WHICH฀

HAS฀TAKEN฀SO฀MUCH฀TO฀ACHIEVE�฀IS฀IN฀JEOPARDY�

3INCE฀THE฀LATE฀����S�฀&IJI�S฀PROGRESS฀HAS฀STALLED฀ON฀BASIC฀DEVELOPMENT฀INDICATORS�฀INCLUDING฀THE฀

(UMAN฀$EVELOPMENT฀)NDEX฀�($)	�฀)NFANT�฀CHILD฀AND฀MATERNAL฀MORTALITY฀RATES฀HAVE฀HALVED฀

SINCE฀THE฀����S฀AND฀ARE฀NOW฀LOW�฀AND฀LIFE฀EXPECTANCY฀AT฀BIRTH฀IS฀HIGH฀AT฀����฀YEARS฀FOR฀WOMEN฀

AND฀����฀YEARS฀FOR฀MEN�฀)N฀THE฀EARLY฀����S฀&IJI�S฀CHILD฀MORTALITY฀RATE฀WAS฀THE฀SECOND฀LOWEST฀

AMONG฀0ACIlC฀ISLAND฀COUNTRIES�฀3INCE฀THEN�฀CHILD฀MORTALITY฀HAS฀DROPPED฀IN฀EVERY฀OTHER฀COUNTRY฀

IN฀THE฀REGION฀n฀PARTICULARLY฀IN฀COUNTRIES฀WITH฀HIGHER฀RATES฀n฀BUT฀&IJI฀REMAINED฀STATIC�฀4HERE฀IS฀

A฀HIGH฀LEVEL฀OF฀ADULT฀LITERACY�฀ALMOST฀UNIVERSAL฀PRIMARY฀SCHOOL฀ENROLMENT�฀AND฀AROUND฀��฀PER฀

CENT฀OF฀ADOLESCENTS฀REMAIN฀AT฀SCHOOL฀TO฀THE฀AGE฀OF฀��฀YEARS�฀UP฀FROM฀A฀MUCH฀SMALLER฀NUMBER฀

A฀GENERATION฀AGO�฀0ARTLY฀BECAUSE฀THESE฀EDUCATION฀INDICATORS฀WERE฀ALREADY฀GOOD�฀&IJI฀HAS฀MADE฀

LESS฀RECENT฀IMPROVEMENT฀ON฀THEM฀THAN฀MOST฀OTHER฀0ACIlC฀ISLAND฀COUNTRIES�฀

4HE฀LAST฀NATIONAL฀POPULATION฀CENSUS฀WAS฀HELD฀��฀YEARS฀AGO฀IN฀�����฀0OPULATION฀PROJECTIONS฀

COMPENSATE฀FOR฀THE฀LACK฀OF฀RECENT฀lGURES฀BUT฀MUCH฀IS฀UNCERTAIN฀ABOUT฀THE฀PRESENT฀SITUATION�฀

"ECAUSE฀THERE฀ARE฀NO฀lRM฀POPULATION฀COUNTS�฀IMPORTANT฀QUESTIONS฀THAT฀CANNOT฀BE฀PROPERLY฀

ANSWERED฀INCLUDE฀THE฀PROPORTIONS฀OF฀CHILDREN฀IN฀OR฀OUT฀OF฀SCHOOL�฀VOCATIONAL฀SKILLS฀IN฀THE฀

WORKING฀POPULATION�฀THE฀EXTENT฀OF฀UNEMPLOYMENT�฀THE฀GROWTH฀OF฀TOWNS�฀AND฀THE฀NUMBER฀OF฀

FAMILIES฀LIVING฀IN฀SQUATTER
LIKE฀HOUSING�฀)T฀IS฀NONETHELESS฀EVIDENT฀THAT฀THERE฀IS฀NOW�฀A฀VERY฀HIGH฀

RATE฀OF฀EMIGRATION฀FROM฀&IJI�฀PARTICULARLY฀OF฀SKILLED฀AND฀PROFESSIONAL฀PEOPLE�฀AN฀OUTmOW฀OF฀RURAL฀

RESIDENTS฀TO฀THE฀TOWNS฀AND฀MORE฀GENERALLY฀PEOPLE฀FROM฀6ANUA฀,EVU฀TO฀6ITI฀,EVU�฀BECAUSE฀OF฀

THE฀EXPIRATION฀OF฀AGRICULTURAL฀LAND฀LEASES�฀AN฀UPSURGE฀IN฀INFORMAL฀SETTLEMENTS฀WHERE฀PEOPLE฀
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MUST฀LIVE฀WITH฀POOR฀LIVING฀CONDITIONS฀AND฀INSECURE฀TENURE�฀AND฀GENERALLY฀A฀GROWING฀BREADTH฀

AND฀DEPTH฀OF฀POVERTY�

(EALTH฀CONCERNS฀INCLUDE฀PROBLEMS฀OF฀ACCESS฀TO฀GOOD฀QUALITY฀CARE�฀ESPECIALLY฀FOR฀PEOPLE฀IN฀

REMOTE฀RURAL฀AREAS�฀THE฀EXPENSE฀OF฀HEALTH฀CARE฀FOR฀LOW
INCOME฀PEOPLE�฀DESPITE฀THE฀LOW฀USER฀FEES฀

AT฀GOVERNMENT฀FACILITIES�฀DETERIORATING฀NATIONAL฀NUTRITION฀STANDARDS�฀THE฀INCREASED฀PREVALENCE฀

OF฀CHRONIC฀DISEASES�฀REPRODUCTIVE฀HEALTH฀PROBLEMS�฀ESPECIALLY฀FOR฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE�฀AND฀THE฀RISKS฀

POSED฀BY฀()6฀AND฀!)$3�฀0ROGRESS฀HAS฀STALLED฀ON฀LOWERING฀THE฀INFANT฀MORTALITY฀RATE�฀TO฀THE฀

POINT฀WHERE฀IT฀APPEARS฀TO฀HAVE฀RECENTLY฀INCREASED�฀0OSSIBLE฀CAUSES฀FOR฀THIS฀INCLUDE฀A฀DECLINE฀

IN฀THE฀QUALITY฀OF฀HEALTH฀SERVICES�฀A฀DECLINE฀IN฀THEIR฀USE�฀OR฀THE฀WORSENING฀HEALTH฀OF฀WOMEN฀

OF฀CHILD
BEARING฀AGE�฀4O฀CONTAIN฀THIS฀PROBLEM฀WILL฀REQUIRE฀BOTH฀PERSISTENCE฀WITH฀TRADITIONAL฀

STRATEGIES฀n฀IMMUNISATION�฀NUTRITION฀EDUCATION�฀AND฀SO฀ON฀n฀AND฀THE฀ADOPTION฀OF฀NEW฀ONES�฀

PARTICULARLY฀THE฀IDENTIlCATION฀OF฀SUB
NATIONAL฀PATTERNS฀OF฀CHILD฀ILLNESS฀AND฀DEATH�฀AND฀

TARGETING฀CHILDREN฀WITH฀SPECIAL฀HEALTH฀RISKS฀AND฀FAMILIES฀LIVING฀IN฀POVERTY�

3CHOOL฀ENROLMENTS฀IN฀&IJI฀ARE฀HIGH�฀WITH฀A฀.ET฀%NROLMENT฀2ATIO฀OF฀AROUND฀�����฀%NTRY฀TO฀

PRIMARY฀EDUCATION฀IS฀ALMOST฀UNIVERSAL�฀EQUALLY฀SO฀FOR฀BOYS฀AND฀GIRLS�฀4HIS฀SIGNIlCANT฀NATIONAL฀

ACHIEVEMENT฀HAS฀COME฀ABOUT฀THROUGH฀THE฀JOINT฀EFFORTS฀OF฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀%DUCATION฀AND฀THE฀

MANY฀.'/S�฀LOCAL฀COMMUNITIES�฀CHURCHES฀AND฀PRIVATE฀ORGANISATIONS฀THAT฀OPERATE฀SCHOOLS�฀

OR฀PROGRAMMES฀TO฀ASSIST฀UNDER
PRIVILEGED฀CHILDREN�฀3INCE฀THE฀EARLY฀����S�฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀

%DUCATION฀HAS฀WORKED฀TOWARDS฀MAKING฀BASIC฀EDUCATION฀COMPULSORY฀n฀ALTHOUGH฀NOT฀ENTIRELY฀

FREE฀n฀FOR฀CHILDREN฀AGED฀�
��฀YEARS฀BY฀EXTENDING฀TUITION฀FEE
FREE฀GRANTS฀TO฀SCHOOLS�฀INCREASING฀

THE฀NUMBER฀OF฀CIVIL฀SERVANT฀TEACHER฀POSTS�฀HELPING฀TO฀EXTEND฀EARLY฀CHILDHOOD฀EDUCATION�฀

ESTABLISHING฀MORE฀RURAL฀SCHOOLS฀AND฀PROVIDING฀TRANSPORT฀ASSISTANCE฀TO฀CHILDREN฀IN฀REMOTE฀RURAL฀

AREAS�฀IMPROVING฀THE฀QUALITY฀OF฀TEACHING฀STAFF฀AND฀SCHOOL฀MANAGEMENT฀THROUGH฀TRAINING฀

PROGRAMMES�฀PROMOTING฀COMMUNITY฀SUPPORT฀FOR฀EDUCATION�฀AND฀INCREASING฀EDUCATION฀

OPPORTUNITIES฀FOR฀CHILDREN฀WITH฀DISABILITIES�฀.ONETHELESS�฀THE฀SURVIVAL฀RATIO฀FROM฀PRIMARY฀

SCHOOL฀CLASSES฀�฀TO฀�฀APPEARS฀TO฀HAVE฀FALLEN฀SINCE฀THE฀EARLY฀����S�฀POSSIBLY฀INDICATING฀THE฀

DIFlCULTY฀FACED฀BY฀LOW
INCOME฀FAMILIES฀IN฀KEEPING฀THEIR฀CHILDREN฀AT฀SCHOOL฀n฀BUT฀THE฀FULL฀EXTENT฀

OF฀THIS฀WILL฀ONLY฀BE฀EVIDENT฀AFTER฀THE฀FORTHCOMING฀CENSUS฀IS฀COMPLETED�

0OST
SECONDARY฀EDUCATION฀IS฀AVAILABLE฀THROUGH฀SEVERAL฀'OVERNMENT
RUN฀OR฀PRIVATE฀INSTITUTIONS�฀

BUT฀ALL฀FORMS฀OF฀ADULT฀AND฀VOCATIONAL฀EDUCATION฀ARE฀LIMITED฀AND฀ENTRY฀IS฀COMPETITIVE�฀

ADVANTAGING฀THE฀BEST฀QUALIlED฀STUDENTS฀OR฀THOSE฀WHO฀CAN฀AFFORD฀THE฀OFTEN฀HIGH฀FEES�฀&EMALES฀

CONSTITUTE฀ONLY฀���฀OF฀ENROLMENTS฀IN฀TECHNICAL฀AND฀VOCATIONAL฀EDUCATION�฀INDICATING฀THEIR฀

CONTINUING฀DISADVANTAGE�฀.ON
FORMAL฀EDUCATION฀REMAINS฀POORLY฀ORGANISED฀AND฀LITTLE฀

SUPPORTED฀BY฀GOVERNMENT�

4HE฀YOUTH฀POPULATION฀IS฀THE฀FASTEST฀GROWING฀SEGMENT฀OF฀&IJI�S฀POPULATION�฀!฀LOT฀OF฀ATTENTION฀

HAS฀BEEN฀GIVEN฀TO฀THE฀PROBLEMS฀FACED฀BY฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE�฀AND฀TO฀IMPROVING฀THEIR฀PROSPECTS฀
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THROUGH฀TRAINING฀IN฀LIFE฀SKILLS฀AND฀EMPLOYMENT฀GENERATION�฀PROVISION฀OF฀YOUTH
FRIENDLY฀

REPRODUCTIVE฀HEALTH฀SERVICES�฀AND฀PROJECTS฀TO฀ADDRESS฀ISSUES฀SUCH฀AS฀SUBSTANCE฀ABUSE�฀!฀

.ATIONAL฀9OUTH฀0OLICY฀WAS฀DEVELOPED฀IN฀����฀WITH฀THE฀ASSISTANCE฀OF฀THE฀.ATIONAL฀9OUTH฀

#OUNCIL฀AND฀OTHER฀YOUTH฀ORGANISATIONS�฀AND฀INCORPORATED฀INTO฀THE฀NATIONAL฀DEVELOPMENT฀

PLANNING฀PROCESS�฀

0EOPLE฀WITH฀SPECIAL฀NEEDS฀INCLUDE฀DISABLED฀CHILDREN฀AND฀ADULTS�฀PEOPLE฀LIVING฀IN฀POVERTY฀�฀AND฀

CHILDREN฀AND฀WOMEN฀AT฀RISK฀OF฀ABUSE�฀4HE฀TERMS฀@POVERTY��฀@HARDSHIP�฀AND฀@DISADVANTAGE�฀NOW฀

OCCUR฀FREQUENTLY฀IN฀GOVERNMENT฀PLANNING฀AND฀POLICY฀DOCUMENTS�฀฀-ANY฀.'/S฀WORKING฀IN฀THIS฀

AREA฀NEVERTHELESS฀BELIEVE฀THAT฀THERE฀IS฀INSUFlCIENT฀POLITICAL฀WILL฀TO฀FULLY฀ADDRESS฀THESE฀PROBLEMS�฀

4HERE฀IS฀A฀CLOSE฀CONNECTION฀BETWEEN฀DISABILITY฀AND฀POVERTY�฀4HE฀&IJI฀'OVERNMENT฀ALLOCATES฀A฀

VERY฀SMALL฀PROPORTION฀OF฀ITS฀BUDGET฀TO฀SOCIAL฀WELFARE�฀4HE฀MAIN฀OFlCIAL฀WELFARE฀PROGRAMME�฀

THE฀&AMILY฀!SSISTANCE฀3CHEME�฀PROVIDES฀SMALL฀PAYMENTS฀TO฀THE฀MOST฀DESTITUTE฀HOUSEHOLDS�฀BUT฀

EVEN฀THESE฀PAYMENTS฀WERE฀SEVERELY฀CUT฀IN฀THE฀LAST฀BUDGET�฀฀

$OMESTIC฀VIOLENCE฀IS฀AN฀ISSUE฀THAT฀IS฀NOW฀RECEIVING฀MORE฀OF฀ITS฀DUE฀ATTENTION�฀AND฀THE฀PAST฀

DECADE฀HAS฀SEEN฀A฀REAL฀CHANGE฀IN฀OFlCIAL฀ATTITUDES�฀/THER฀AREAS฀OF฀DISCRIMINATION฀AGAINST฀

WOMEN฀REMAIN�฀PARTLY฀BECAUSE฀LEGISLATIVE฀CHANGES฀HAVE฀YET฀TO฀BE฀MADE฀IN�฀FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀LEGAL฀

PROVISIONS฀FOR฀VARIOUS฀SEXUAL฀OFFENCES�฀OR฀SUFlCIENT฀ACTION฀YET฀TAKEN฀TO฀COUNTER฀DE฀FACTO฀

DISCRIMINATION฀AGAINST฀FEMALES฀IN฀THE฀EDUCATION฀SYSTEM฀AND฀WORKFORCE�฀

0HYSICAL฀ABUSE฀OF฀CHILDREN฀REMAINS฀A฀PROBLEM฀EVEN฀IN฀THE฀SCHOOLS�฀AND฀THEIR฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE฀AND฀

EXPLOITATION฀MAY฀BE฀ON฀THE฀INCREASE�฀AIDED฀BY฀NEW฀ELECTRONIC฀MEDIA�฀MORE฀EXTENSIVE฀TOURISM�฀

AND฀POVERTY�฀฀7ORK฀IS฀UNDERWAY฀TO฀EDUCATE฀THE฀COMMUNITY�฀INCLUDING฀CHILDREN�฀ABOUT฀CHILD฀

RIGHTS฀AND฀CHILDREN�S฀DEVELOPMENT�฀4HE฀COMMITMENT฀OF฀THE฀&IJI฀'OVERNMENT฀TO฀CHILD฀

PROTECTION฀IS฀DEMONSTRATED฀THROUGH฀THE฀POLICIES฀OF฀VARIOUS฀MINISTRIES�฀PARTICULARLY฀THE฀0OLICE�฀

4HE฀.ATIONAL฀#OORDINATING฀#OMMITTEE฀ON฀#HILDREN฀COORDINATES฀AND฀FACILITIES฀ADVOCACY฀ABOUT฀

THE฀#ONVENTION฀ON฀THE฀2IGHTS฀OF฀THE฀#HILD�฀AND฀MONITORS฀AND฀REPORTS฀ON฀RELATED฀ACTIVITIES฀OF฀

THE฀GOVERNMENT�

)N฀ITS฀3TRATEGIC฀0LAN฀����
�����฀THE฀&IJI฀'OVERNMENT฀REAFlRMED฀ITS฀RESPONSIBILITY฀TO฀PUT฀IN฀

PLACE฀POLICIES฀THAT฀WILL฀ACHIEVE฀PROSPERITY�฀ESPECIALLY฀FOR฀THE฀POOREST�฀DISADVANTAGED฀AND฀MOST฀

VULNERABLE฀CITIZENS�฀(OWEVER�฀PRO
POOR฀PLANNING฀IS฀NOT฀STRONG฀IN฀&IJI�฀.ATIONAL฀PLANS฀

EMPHASIZE฀THE฀NEED฀TO฀ADDRESS฀POVERTY฀AND฀HARDSHIP�฀YET฀THE฀MAJOR฀UPHEAVALS฀OF฀RECENT฀YEARS฀

n฀THE฀TERMINATION฀OF฀THOUSANDS฀OF฀AGRICULTURAL฀LEASES�฀THE฀PERIODS฀OF฀ECONOMIC฀MALAISE฀THAT฀

HAVE฀FOLLOWED฀PERIODS฀OF฀POLITICAL฀UNREST�฀THE฀LOSS฀OF฀FACTORY฀EMPLOYMENT฀FOR฀THOUSANDS฀OF฀

WORKERS�฀PARTICULARLY฀WOMEN�฀THE฀LARGE฀OUT
mOW฀OF฀PEOPLE฀FROM฀6ANUA฀,EVU�฀STAGNATION฀OF฀THE฀

LOW
INCOME฀URBAN฀HOUSING฀MARKET�฀AND฀THE฀VISIBLE฀GROWTH฀OF฀POVERTY฀n฀HAVE฀NOT฀BEEN฀

SUFlCIENTLY฀MITIGATED฀BY฀WELL฀DESIGNED฀OR฀IMPLEMENTED฀PROGRAMMES�
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.ON
GOVERNMENT฀ORGANISATIONS฀HAVE฀FOR฀MANY฀YEARS฀MADE฀A฀LARGE฀CONTRIBUTION฀TO฀

EDUCATION�฀HEALTH฀AND฀SOCIAL฀SERVICES฀IN฀&IJI�฀4HEY฀NOW฀NEED฀TO฀BE฀ABLE฀TO฀SCALE฀UP฀THEIR฀

ACTIVITIES�฀TO฀WIDEN฀AND฀DEEPEN฀THEIR฀COVERAGE�฀AND฀THIS฀REQUIRES฀THAT฀MORE฀RESOURCES฀

ARE฀CHANNELLED฀INTO฀SUPPORTING฀EFFECTIVE฀PROGRAMMES�฀4HE฀POTENTIAL฀ROLE฀FOR฀.'/S฀IN฀

DEVELOPMENT฀HAS฀BEEN฀TALKED฀ABOUT฀FOR฀MORE฀THAN฀A฀DECADE�฀BUT฀MANY฀OF฀THESE฀ORGANISATIONS฀

IN฀&IJI฀BELIEVE฀THAT฀THIS฀POTENTIAL฀IS฀STILL฀FAR฀FROM฀BEING฀REALISED�

-!0฀/&฀&)*)฀
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)NTRODUCTION

!S฀PART฀OF฀ITS฀COUNTRY฀PROGRAMMES�฀5.)#%&฀ASSISTS฀GOVERNMENTS฀TO฀PRODUCE฀AND฀UPDATE฀A฀

REPORT฀ON฀DEVELOPMENT฀TRENDS฀WITHIN฀EACH฀COUNTRY฀THAT฀DESCRIBES฀HOW฀THESE฀CHANGES฀AFFECT฀THE฀

WELL
BEING฀OF฀CHILDREN�฀YOUTH฀AND฀WOMEN�฀4HESE฀REPORTS฀HELP฀TO฀DIRECT฀5.)#%&�S฀PROGRAMMES฀

AND฀THEY฀ALSO฀PROVIDE฀A฀USEFUL฀REFERENCE฀FOR฀NATIONAL฀BODIES�฀THE฀PUBLIC฀AND฀OTHER฀

DEVELOPMENT฀PARTNERS�฀4HIS฀REPORT฀PRESENTS฀AN฀OVERVIEW฀OF฀THE฀SITUATION฀OF฀CHILDREN฀AND฀

WOMEN฀IN฀&IJI฀IN฀THE฀lRST฀DECADE฀OF฀THE฀��ST฀CENTURY�฀)T฀WAS฀DRAFTED฀WITH฀HELP฀FROM฀MANY฀

PEOPLE฀IN฀&IJI฀AND฀DRAWS฀UPON฀BOTH฀PUBLISHED฀AND฀UNPUBLISHED฀INFORMATION฀AND฀REPORTS�

)N฀�����฀THE฀&IJI฀'OVERNMENT฀RATIlED฀THE฀#ONVENTION฀ON฀THE฀2IGHTS฀OF฀THE฀#HILD฀�#2#	฀AND฀

IN฀�����฀PRODUCED฀THEIR฀lRST฀#2#฀)MPLEMENTATION฀2EPORT�฀4HE฀#2#฀IS฀CENTRAL฀TO฀THE฀WORK฀OF฀

5.)#%&฀AND฀FORMS฀AN฀IMPORTANT฀BACKDROP฀TO฀THIS฀REPORT�฀4HE฀SECOND฀GUIDING฀DOCUMENT฀FOR฀

THIS฀REPORT฀IS฀5.)#%&�S฀-EDIUM฀4ERM฀3TRATEGIC฀0LAN฀����
�����฀WHICH฀SETS฀OUT฀THE฀

ORGANISATION�S฀PRIORITIES฀FOR฀THE฀NEXT฀FOUR฀YEARS�฀4HE฀GOAL฀OF฀5.)#%&�S฀0ACIlC฀0ROGRAMME฀IS�฀

TOGETHER฀WITH฀REGIONAL฀AND฀COUNTRY฀PARTNERS�฀TO฀ENSURE฀A฀BETTER฀OUTCOME฀FOR฀0ACIlC฀ISLAND฀

CHILDREN฀AS฀REmECTED฀IN฀MORE฀ACCURATE฀DATA฀FOR฀PLANNING฀AND฀MONITORING�฀IMPROVED฀POLICIES฀

AND฀LEGISLATION�฀AND฀GREATER฀ACCESS฀TO฀QUALITY฀SERVICES�฀4HE฀RESULTS฀SOUGHT฀ARE�

฀ ��฀)NCREASED฀COUNTRY฀OWNERSHIP฀OF฀THE฀PRINCIPLES฀OF฀THE฀#ONVENTION฀ON฀THE฀2IGHTS฀OF฀THE฀฀

฀ ฀฀฀฀#HILD฀�#2#	฀AND฀THE฀#ONVENTION฀FOR฀THE฀%LIMINATION฀OF฀ALL฀&ORMS฀OF฀$ISCRIMINATION฀฀ ฀

฀ ฀฀฀฀!GAINST฀7OMEN฀�#%$!7	�

฀ ��฀)MPROVED฀INFANT฀AND฀CHILD฀HEALTH฀AND฀DEVELOPMENT฀AND฀EDUCATION฀OF฀CHILDREN฀UNDER฀฀

฀ ฀฀฀฀��฀YEARS฀OF฀AGE�

฀ ฀��฀'REATER฀RESILIENCY฀OF฀ADOLESCENTS�

฀ ��฀'REATER฀PARTICIPATION฀OF฀CHILDREN฀IN฀SOCIETY฀AND฀THEIR฀PROTECTION฀FROM฀ABUSE฀AND฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀DISCRIMINATION�

!฀THIRD�฀MORE฀GENERAL฀BACKGROUND฀IS฀THE฀-ILLENNIUM฀$EVELOPMENT฀'OALS�฀WHICH฀INFORM฀THE฀

WORK฀OF฀ALL฀5NITED฀.ATIONS฀AGENCIES฀AND฀WHICH฀ARE฀VERY฀PERTINENT฀TO฀THE฀STATUS฀AND฀CONDITIONS฀

OF฀CHILDREN�฀YOUTH฀AND฀WOMEN�
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4HE฀$ElNITION฀OF฀A฀#HILD

5NDER฀&IJI�S฀#ONSTITUTION�฀ALL฀PEOPLE฀IRRESPECTIVE฀OF฀AGE�฀SEX�฀ETHNICITY฀OR฀RELIGION฀HAVE฀EQUAL฀

RIGHTS�฀!S฀A฀SIGNATORY฀TO฀THE฀#ONVENTION฀ON฀THE฀2IGHTS฀OF฀THE฀#HILD�฀&IJI฀RECOGNISES฀THAT฀PEOPLE฀

UNDER฀THE฀AGE฀OF฀��฀YEARS฀ARE฀ENTITLED฀TO฀PARTICULAR฀RIGHTS฀AND฀PROTECTION฀AS฀CHILDREN�฀BUT฀

THE฀LAWS฀ARE฀NOT฀CONSISTENT฀ABOUT฀THIS�฀-OST฀PROVISIONS฀IN฀THE฀&IJI฀#ONSTITUTION฀SUGGEST฀THAT฀A฀

PERSON฀REACHES฀ADULT฀STATUS฀AT฀THE฀AGE฀OF฀��฀YEARS�฀WHEN�฀FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀THEY฀BECOME฀ELIGIBLE฀TO฀

VOTE�฀"UT฀IN฀OTHER฀RESPECTS�฀THE฀AGE฀OF฀LEGAL฀RESPONSIBILITY฀IS฀YOUNGER�฀

฀ ฀5NDER฀THE฀*UVENILES฀!CT�฀NO฀CHILD฀UNDER฀THE฀AGE฀OF฀��฀YEARS฀CAN฀BE฀GUILTY฀OF฀ANY฀฀ ฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀OFFENCE�฀!LL฀OTHER฀CHILDREN฀UP฀TO฀THE฀AGE฀OF฀��฀YEARS฀ARE฀DEALT฀WITH฀IN฀JUVENILE฀COURTS�฀฀

฀ ฀!฀CHILD฀BETWEEN฀TEN฀AND฀TWELVE฀CAN฀BE฀FOUND฀GUILTY฀ONLY฀IF฀THE฀CHILD฀KNOWS฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀THE฀CRIME฀HE฀OR฀SHE฀COMMITTED฀WAS฀WRONG�฀#HILDREN฀UNDER฀��฀CAN฀BE฀PLACED฀IN฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀PRISON฀IF฀THEY฀ARE฀CONSIDERED฀HARDENED฀JUVENILE฀CRIMINALS�฀5NDER฀THE฀0ENAL฀#ODE฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀�3ECTION฀��	�฀A฀SENTENCE฀OF฀DEATH฀CANNOT฀BE฀PRONOUNCED฀ON฀A฀PERSON฀UNDER฀THE฀AGE฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀OF฀��฀YEARS�฀

¬฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀4HERE฀IS฀NO฀PRESCRIBED฀AGE฀AT฀WHICH฀A฀CHILD฀CAN฀GIVE฀TESTIMONY฀IN฀#OURT฀OR฀AT฀WHICH฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀PARENTAL฀CONSENT฀DOES฀OR฀DOES฀NOT฀APPLY�฀5NDER฀THE฀*UVENILES฀!CT�฀A฀CHILD฀CAN฀GIVE฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀SWORN฀EVIDENCE฀IF฀HE฀OR฀SHE฀UNDERSTANDS฀THE฀NATURE฀OF฀AN฀OATH�฀)F฀THEY฀DO฀NOT฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀UNDERSTAND฀THE฀OATH฀BUT฀UNDERSTAND฀THE฀DUTY฀OF฀SPEAKING฀THE฀TRUTH฀�DESCRIBED฀AS฀฀฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀hANY฀CHILD฀OF฀TENDER฀YEARSv	฀THEIR฀EVIDENCE฀IS฀ADMISSIBLE฀BUT฀MUST฀BE฀CORROBORATED�฀

¬฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀5NDER฀THE฀*UVENILES฀!CT�฀IT฀IS฀AN฀OFFENCE฀TO฀ASSAULT�฀ILL
TREAT�฀NEGLECT�฀ABANDON�฀OR฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀EXPOSE฀A฀JUVENILE฀TO฀SUFFERING฀OR฀INJURY฀TO฀HEALTH�฀4HE฀0ENAL฀#ODE฀INCLUDES฀OTHER฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀MEASURES฀TO฀SAFEGUARD฀AND฀PROTECT฀CHILDREN฀FROM฀THE฀OFFENCES฀OF฀ABDUCTION�฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀DElLEMENT�฀AND฀INFANTICIDE�฀AGAIN฀UP฀TO฀THE฀AGE฀OF฀��฀YEARS�฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀4HE฀-ARRIAGE฀!CT฀PROVIDES฀A฀MINIMUM฀AGE฀FOR฀MARRIAGE฀OF฀��฀YEARS฀FOR฀WOMEN฀฀ ฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀AND฀��฀YEARS฀FOR฀MEN�฀BUT฀PARENTAL฀CONSENT฀IS฀NEEDED฀FROM฀THE฀FATHER฀FOR฀PERSONS฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀UNDER฀THE฀AGE฀OF฀���฀)F฀HE฀HAS฀DIED�฀THE฀MOTHER฀OR฀A฀MAGISTRATE฀CAN฀GIVE฀CONSENT�

฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀)N฀REGARD฀TO฀PROPERTY�฀THE฀7ILLS฀!CT฀PROVIDES฀THAT฀A฀PERSON฀CAN฀MAKE฀A฀WILL฀ONCE฀฀฀฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀THEY฀REACH฀THE฀AGE฀OF฀��฀YEARS�฀4HERE฀IS฀NO฀SPECIlC฀LEGISLATION฀AS฀TO฀THE฀MINIMUM฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀AGE฀AT฀WHICH฀PEOPLE฀CAN฀CONTRACT฀OR฀ACQUIRE฀AND฀TRANSFER฀LAND฀BUT฀THE฀%NGLISH฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀-INORS฀!CT฀IS฀FOLLOWED�฀WHICH฀AGAIN฀IS฀��฀YEARS�

฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀5NDER฀THE฀,IQUOR฀!CT�฀IT฀IS฀ILLEGAL฀TO฀SELL฀OR฀SUPPLY฀ALCOHOL฀TO฀PEOPLE฀UNDER฀THE฀AGE฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀OF฀��฀YEARS�

฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀4HE฀%MPLOYMENT฀!CT฀DElNES฀CHILDREN฀AS฀PEOPLE฀UNDER฀THE฀AGE฀OF฀���฀)T฀PROHIBITS฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀EMPLOYMENT฀OF฀CHILDREN฀UNDER฀THE฀AGE฀OF฀��฀AND฀PROTECTS฀OLDER฀CHILDREN฀FROM฀LONG฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀HOURS�฀NIGHT฀WORK฀AND฀HARD฀OR฀HEAVY฀WORK�฀!฀CHILD฀CAN฀ONLY฀BE฀EMPLOYED฀ON฀A฀DAILY฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀BASIS฀FOR฀SIX฀HOURS฀OR฀LESS�฀AND฀MUST฀RETURN฀HOME฀EACH฀NIGHT�฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀!฀YOUNG฀PERSON฀MUST฀BE฀AT฀LEAST฀��฀TO฀BE฀RECRUITED฀INTO฀THE฀ARMY�

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀4HE฀HEALTH฀SERVICES฀HAVE฀NO฀CLEAR฀LEGAL฀DElNITION฀OF฀THE฀AGE฀AT฀WHICH฀CHILDREN฀NEED฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀PARENTAL฀CONSENT฀FOR฀OUTPATIENT฀CARE฀OR฀CONTRACEPTIVE฀USE��฀฀

฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀5NDER฀THE฀&AMILY฀,AW฀!CT�฀IF฀PARENTS฀HAVE฀SEPARATED�฀THE฀PARENT฀HAVING฀THE฀CARE฀OF฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀ANY฀CHILDREN฀OF฀THE฀MARRIAGE฀CAN฀APPLY฀TO฀THE฀#OURT฀FOR฀MAINTENANCE฀FOR฀THE฀฀฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀CHILDREN�฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀

�
'OVERNMENT฀OF฀&IJI�฀�����฀&IJI฀#2#฀)MPLEMENTATION฀2EPORT�
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฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀4HIS฀!CT฀APPLIES฀TO฀CHILDREN฀UP฀TO฀THE฀AGE฀OF฀��฀YEARS�฀OR฀OLDER฀IF฀SPECIAL฀CIRCUMSTANCES฀฀

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀APPLY�฀

#ABINET฀ESTABLISHED฀THE฀.ATIONAL฀#OORDINATING฀#OMMITTEE฀ON฀#HILDREN฀IN฀�����฀THE฀YEAR฀

IN฀WHICH฀&IJI฀RATIlED฀THE฀5.฀#ONVENTION฀ON฀THE฀2IGHTS฀OF฀THE฀#HILD�฀4HE฀#OMMITTEE฀CONSISTS฀

OF฀REPRESENTATIVES฀FROM฀VARIOUS฀GOVERNMENT฀MINISTRIES฀AND฀NON
GOVERNMENT฀ORGANISATIONS฀

WHOSE฀WORK฀RELATES฀TO฀CHILDREN�฀4HE฀#OMMITTEE฀CONSIDERS฀WAYS฀TO฀INCORPORATE฀THE฀PROVISIONS฀OF฀

THE฀#ONVENTION฀INTO฀&IJI�S฀LAWS฀AND฀PRACTICES฀AND฀COORDINATES฀NATIONAL฀EFFORTS฀IN฀MATTERS฀
RELATING฀TO฀CHILDREN�฀
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