MEASLES IMMUNIZATION FACT SHEET

What?

A national immunization campaign in the West Bank and Gaza against measles and Vitamin A deficiency. It marks the first time that this public health campaign is implemented in the Palestinian Territory.
The campaign will cover the entire West Bank and Gaza Strip, including hard-to-access areas such as Bedouin communities and closed security zones. A fleet of four wheel drive vehicles and mobile immunization teams will carry vaccines to all 15 districts in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The campaign will be publicized through TV, print and radio ads – as well as through special announcements at mosques and other community centers where people gather. A special hotline manned by a multilingual officer will be established to provide teams with emergency assistance. In order to ensure uninterrupted access for the vaccines, special coordination has been made with the IDF and officials on both sides.
While most of the immunization will take place at fixed immunization sites operated by the Ministry of Health and UNWRA, mobile teams will also be deployed to difficult-to-access areas and security closed areas.
The campaign is being led by the Palestinian Ministry of Health, United Nations Relief and Work Agency (UNRWA) and UNICEF, with the financial support from the Japanese Government and USAID. UNICEF and UNWRA will provide much of the logistical support.

When?

June 29, 2004 for a period of three to four weeks.

Who?

The campaign will target more than 540,000 Palestinian children living in the West Bank and Gaza, aged 9-59 months old. 
Why?

The main objective of the campaign is to protect children from a measles outbreak. Since diseases have no borders, this campaign is crucial for controlling any measles outbreak in the region.

A recent serological survey in OPT found around one-third of young children do not have the required antibodies against the measles virus. In some areas this percentage is even higher, up to 50 percent – exposing the children to the risk of a measles outbreak. Emerging evidence suggests that among the potential causes is that the vaccines used in the routine immunization services in the last two years vaccines were compromised.
The current campaign aims to reach every child aged 9-59 months with a safe injection of effective vaccine and a dose of Vitamin A. This requires free and safe passage of vaccines. If they are delayed or opened, the actual efficacy of the vaccine will be minimized and could result in the decreased immunity of children.

Measles is caused by a highly infectious virus, and is a leading cause of child mortality globally – infecting 30 to 40 million children each year and killing over 750,000. Many that survive are left with life-long disabilities: blindness, deafness or brain damage. Measles is a viral respiratory infection that attacks the immune system and is so contagious that any children not immunized will suffer from the disease when exposed. Those under five years of age are most at risk. The threat to life is compounded when children are malnourished and even more so in densely populated areas, as is common within the Palestinian community.
Measles can easily be prevented through immunization. The primary reason children die from measles is because they don’t receive the vaccine. The cost is just US$0.26 per vaccine. The Vitamin A capsules are a donation in kind from the Ottawa-based Micronutrient Initiative.
Vitamin A supplementation is an important component in the fight against measles and against infectious diseases, notably diarrhea diseases. Recent studies show that 22 percent of children in the Palestinian territory have Vitamin A deficiency and 56 percent on the verge of showing deficiency. Vitamin A deficiency in children makes them more prone to infection, thus increasing their vulnerability to severe morbidity and mortality.
