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HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE –GAZA 
CASUALTIES 
 
As relative calm returns to Gaza for the first time in three-weeks following the cease-fire, the 
influx of injured people to health facilities continues. According to the Ministry of Health, 
casualties as at 18 January are 1,305 killed (410 children and 104 women) and 5,450 injured 
(1855 children and 795 women). The increase in the death count is due to the identification of 
bodies discovered in areas that were previously inaccessible.   
 

Nine Israeli soldiers have been killed during the operation. According to the Magen David Adom 
national society (Israeli equivalent to Red Cross and Red Crescent Society), Israeli civilian 
casualties stand at four and 84 injured since 27 December.  
 
Handicap international has estimated that up to 50% of the injured have sustained severe 
injuries such as fractures, amputations, burns and head injuries that will require rehabilitation in 
order to prevent permanent disability. At least 200-300 new amputees will result from this crisis. 
In addition, burns resulting from white phosphorus are usually severe and deep, and will require 
long and intensive rehabilitation to prevent long-term disability 
 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS & IMPACT OF THE CONFLICT ON CIVILIANS  
 
Ceasefire took effect from 02:00hrs on 18 January. Although aerial bombardments appear to 
have ceased, there are reported clashes between Israeli forces and militants in the north. One 
Palestinian farmer was killed today and his son was injured while inspecting the damages to 
their land east of Khan Younis. (UNRWA Operational Update) 
 
Fifty shelters provided refuge for 50,896 people on 17 January. On 18 January, those remaining 
in the shelters were 46,234 (a decrease of 4662). 
 
Israel's newly appointed coordinator for humanitarian aid to Gaza, Welfare Minister Issac 
Herzog, toured southern Israel on 18 January, but his office has not yet said anything about 
humanitarian aid for Gaza. 
 
The Palestinian Ministry of Health issued a critical statement today on the opening of a medical 
clinic by the Israeli forces at Erez crossing.  
 
Under-Secretary-General of Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), John 
Holmes is expected to visit Gaza on Thursday 22 January. 
 
A flash appeal, inter-agency humanitarian response strategy,  is expected in  the next ten days 
on the early early recovery phase before moving to early recovery. 
 
 
UNICEF ACTION 
 
In addition to what UNICEF has delivered (see table), the following activities are taking place. 
UNICEF senior staff will join the Inter-Agency Rapid Early Assessment missions to Gaza planned 
for this week. Currently UNDSS is conducting a security assessment in Gaza. 
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UNICEF Emergency Response to Gaza as at 19 January  

 

Intervention 
Area 

Description of Services 
and supply 

Quantity delivered 
to Gaza 

Quantity expected 
to reach Gaza in the 

coming week 

# Affected families/ 
population reached 

High Energy biscuits  7500 cartoons 80,000 children for 3 months 
 
Nutrition F 75 and F100 

4  MT (2000 Kg of 
each) 
-pre-positioned- 

 
Support to 600 severely acute 
malnourished children 

 Vitamin A&D 82,916 capsules   
Emergency Health 5 -pre-positioned- 7  240,000 people for one month 

Vaccines (routine) 
Sufficient for 3 months to cover the needs of 
11,250 infants and same number of pregnant 
women 

12/8 Kva generators 3 -pre-positioned-  
Resuscitation kits 20 100 
Essential IMCI drugs and 
related consumables 

Sufficient for six months use 

Initial support to 56 PHC, or 
45,000 infants and 80,000 
under five population; 2 blood 
bank services provided with 
back up generators 

Mebendazole 4194 bottles Sufficient for 8000 children 
First Aid kits  355 400 3550 first aid initial support 
Midwifery kits  18 900 mothers and babies 

 
Health 

Obstetric kits  
18 900 deliveries with 

complications 
Hotline for immediate 
psycho-social support 

 
 

1,000 children and caregivers  

Recreational Kits in-door 
422 kits pre-
positioned 

45 kits 
37,500 children 

Educational leaflet and 
coloring books on Explosive 
Remnants of War and UXO 

100,000 copies  100,000 persons Protection 

Radio announcements 
Two radio spots, 10 
times per day 

2-4 radio msgs on 
MRE and protection 

At least 500,000 persons 

Bottled Water 66,250 bottles, 1.5 l 
 10,000 persons for 1 week, in 

gatherings and hospital. 

Hygiene Kits family  

4,343  Initially 800 kits will be 
distributed to 800 families 
living in UNRWA shelter—rest 
in the warehouse for further 
distribution  

Water Source 
 

6 generators (3 with 
CMWU and 3 65KVA 
generators in 
warehouse) and 6 
mob fuel tanks for 
rapid repair 

Generators, boost 
pumps, fittings 

Not estimable yet 

Water Testing and 
treatment 

Kits pre-positioned 
10 kits + extra 
devices  

To be used in all 5 
Governorates 

Family water kits 1,156 732 17,380 families 

Water & 
Sanitation 

Water Tanks (10,000l ; 
5,000l and 1,500 liters) 

5 units (25,000 litres)  
10,000 people with 5 litres per 
day in 5 sites 

Recreational kits 285  70 28,400 children Education 
School in a box 443 pre-positioned  35,440 pupils 

 
Health/Nutrition- The UNICEF supported cold chain vaccine storage facility in Gaza is now 
functional and routine vaccines are available until March. MOH has started distribution of 
vaccines to its 34 PHC clinics that provides the immunization services. The MOH is also preparing 
for an MMR vaccination campaign.  UNICEF local partners in Gaza,  UHWC and Ard Al-Insan 
clinics and therapeutic feeding centers are  now providing nutritional care and support services 
to children and women.  Plans are also being made with partners to conduct a Rapid Nutrition 
survey and scale-up the response with a focus on infant and young child nutrition, the needs of 
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pregnant and lactating women, treatment of severe acute malnutrition and micronutrient 
supplementation.   
 
WASH- UNICEF provided 1,200 water bottles to Save the Children from its warehouse in Gaza 
on 18 January for distribution to the conflict affected families. UNICEF as the cluster lead is 
coordinating remote needs assessment (getting information through households and NGOs on 
the ground) until entry in Gaza this week. The  Coastal Municipalities Water Utilities (CMWU) in 
Gaza has requested UNICEF to support with the most urgent repairs  to restore water supply 
and fix damaged sewerage lines.  
 
Education- Key meetings are taking place with partners in UNESCO and UNICEF offices 
tomorrow. The goal is to make all 370 government schools open as soon as possible. There will 
be a rapid assessment of damaged schools when the team enters Gaza this week. UNICEF has 
already trained 18 staff at the Ministry of Education will use the INEE tool (education under 
emergency) in Gaza which is available in Arabic. The goal is to have 40,000 children in schools 
in the first wave in early February. 
 
CHILD PROTECTION and ADOLESCENT DEVELOPMENT/PARTICIPATION- UNICEF will 
lead a psychosocial group meeting with partners in Gaza tomorrow. Two UNICEF radio spots on 
mine risk education will be aired as of tomorrow in four local radio stations in Gaza.  
 
COMMUNICATION – during this week’s Humanitarian Country Team advocacy meeting it was 
recommended for all UN agencies to properly start documentation of all damages to properties 
and beneficiaries as soon as access is granted. In addition, OHCHR will be sending monitors to 
Gaza as of next week. Daily media/ interview logs, directly or via UNICEF National Committees, 
with oPT and MENARO are available upon request. UNICEF oPT continues to share new photos 
and videos from Gaza with HQ- all available via DoC/New York.  
 
Supply- Six trucks of hygiene kits, currently within oPT, on the border with Gaza are due to 
enter tomorrow. Initially 800 kits (one kit per family) will be distributed to families seeking 
refuge in UNRAW operated emergency shelters/schools. The rest will be in the warehouse with 
other partners as soon as needs assessment is conducted and distribution plan finalized.   The 
delivery table will be updated tomorrow as soon as the kits are delivered.  
 
Due to the nature of the emergency and depending on the types of items, UNICEF is looking into 
NGO assessment of procurement capacity. UNICEF is in discussion to explore new channels of 
distribution such as a new local transporter on the ground and expanded warehousing capacity. 
 
 


