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Overview  

2009 opened to the largest Israeli military operations in 
Gaza since 1967. By the time unilateral ceasefires 
were declared on 18 January, ñCast Leadò had killed 
over 1,400 Gazans, including at least 350 children, 
and injured thousands more. Some 280 schools, 
almost half of all health facilities, and critical water and 
sanitation infrastructure, were damaged or destroyed. 
Over 3,500 homes were obliterated and around 50,000 
sustained minor to major damages.  
 
Twelve months on, thousands of families are still living 
amid rubble and crumbling infrastructure due to an 
Israeli blockade imposed in June 2007 that bars 
everything but limited supplies of essential 
humanitarian goods from entering Gaza. Only 41 
truckloads of construction materials (0.05% of pre-
blockade flows) ï have been permitted entry since 
ñCast Leadò. Cement to rebuild homes; glass to 
replace shattered windows; pipes to repair crumbling 
water and sanitation infrastructure are almost totally 
unavailable, and over USD 77 million in UN projects to 
repair homes, schools and health facilities remain 
suspended for lack of goods and material. Gazaôs 
formal economy has largely folded and families 
contend every day with shortages of basics including 
safe water, nutritious food, and medicine. 
 
Across the West Bank, 2009 was marked by 
heightened settler violence; and by displacement of 
Palestinians, including in East Jerusalem. Between 
January and August 2009, OCHA recorded 217 settler-
related incidents against Palestinian civilians, property 
and places of worship across the West Bank. Some of 
the attacks exemplified the settlersô so-called ñprice tag 
policyò of making Palestinian communities pay a 
ñpriceò in physical injury and destruction of property, in 
response to attempts by Israeli authorities to dismantle 
illegal outposts. In November, OCHA warned that 
nearly 250,000 Palestinians in 83 communities were at 
risk of heightened violence in similar ñprice tagò 
attacks. 

 
HIGHLIGHTS OF  CRC @ 20  
 

20 November 2009 marked 20 years since the adoption of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child.  Together with partners in 
Gaza and Ramallah, UNICEF organised exhibits featuring  
photographs by young adolescents;  sports and recreational 
activities for thousands of children; and a concert at the Ramallah 
Cultural Palace featuring the Edward Said National Conservatory 
ƻŦ aǳǎƛŎ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ hǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀΦ  

 

A  gentleman examines a panel at a photography exhibit featuring images 
taken  by adolescents trained during a week-long UNICEF photo workshop. 
 

 

An adolescent streams toward the finish line at a marathon from 
Barcelona Park to Yarmouk Stadium in Gaza. 
  

 
 
! ǎƻƭƻƛǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ {ŀƛŘ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ hǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳǎ ŀǘ wŀƳŀƭƭŀƘ 
Cultural Palace.  
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Palestinian construction or expansion in Area C, which 
covers 60% of the West Bank, requires a permit from 
the Israeli Civil Administration (ICA). This process is 
extremely complex, costly and time-consuming, so 
most Palestinians are forced to build ñillegallyò, and 
risk demolition of their homes, schools and water 
cisterns. As at November 2009, Israeli authorities had 
demolished 180 Palestinian-owned structures in Area 
C since the beginning of the year, displacing 319 
Palestinians, including 167 children. In East 
Jerusalem, where Palestinian development is also 
restricted by Israeli planning codes, at least 19 
Palestinian structures including 11 homes were 
demolished due to lack of permit in 2009, displacing 
109 residents, including 60 children. Up to 60,000 East 
Jerusalemites are at risk of displacement for building 
without permits.   
  
Access and movement restrictions affecting childrenôs 
ability to get to school, health centres, friendsô homes, 
cultural centres and places of worship, eased slightly 
in 2009, with 578 closure obstacles at end November, 
down slightly from 632 in May. Construction of the 705 
km Barrier is 58% complete; and when fully built, 85% 
of the route will run inside the West Bank, surrounding 
125,000 Palestinians on three sides. 
 
UNICEF works with government, stakeholders and 
partners, to promote and fulfill childrenôs rights, 
reaching out first to especially vulnerable and 
marginalized children. In the occupied Palestinian 
territory (oPt), UNICEF focuses on policy and 
institutional support to the Palestinian Authority, and 
together with a broad range of partners, implements 
humanitarian and development programmes designed 
to assist, protect and empower children and their 
families. This monthly update offers highlights of policy 
and programme delivery for 2009. 
 

 

Policy and institutional advances  

In 2009, the Palestinian Authority (PA) assumed 
financial responsibility for procuring the full 
complement of essential vaccines for children. 
UNICEF provided all vaccines for children between 
1995 and 2000, and again from 2002 to 2008.  
UNICEF will continue to provide procurement and 
technical support to the Ministry of Health, including for 
the introduction of new vaccines.   

 
Under the leadership of the Ministry of Social Affairs 
(MoSA), UNICEF supported negotiations related to 28  
child protection-focused amendments to the 2004 
Child Law. The amendments include definitions, legal 
frameworks and systemic approaches, but they also  

 
ADVOCACY FOR CHILDREN  
 
UNICEF-oPt hosted a series of high profile visits to focus public 
attention on children in 2009.  The SRSG for Children and Armed 
Conflict visited Gaza in February, followed by the UNICEF 
Executive Director in March. UNICEF Goodwill Ambassadors Mia 
Farrow and Mahmoud Kabil conducted a joint mission in October. 
Steve Barakatt, UNICEF Canada Ambassador, performed with 
students during CRC @ 20 festivities.  
  

 

UNICEF Goodwill Ambassadors Mia Farrow and Mahmoud Kabil take 
questions from the press in Gaza. 

 

The SRSG for Children and Armed Conflict, Radhika Coomaraswamy, 
examines a damaged classroom in Gaza. 

 

 
 

UNICEF Canada Ambassador Steve Barakatt performs with the Edward 
{ŀƛŘ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ hǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ /w/ Ϫ нлΦ 
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deal with specific gaps including protecting children 
from hazardous labour; raising the compulsory 
education age from 15 to 18; providing health services 
for children under six who are not covered by 
insurance; and raising the minimum age of children 
appearing before juvenile justice courts from 9 to 12 
years old. 

 
The process included representatives from 17 line 
ministries, the Palestinian Legislative Council, the High 
Judicial Council, the Birzeit University Institute of Law, 
NGOs, and children. The amended 2004 Child Law 
was approved by the Council of Ministers in 2009 and  
awaits endorsement by the President.  

 
In 2009, UNICEF produced a Situation Analysis of 
Children and Women in order to guide planning and 
programme design for 2010 and 2011-2013, in line 
with the Palestinian Reform and Development Plan 
programming cycle. The comprehensive assessment 
analyses conditions and factors influencing the lives of 
children and women, and areas of particular concern in 
addressing capacity gaps and fulfilling children and 
womenôs rights. 
 
The report notes that while measurable improvements 
have been made in fulfilling child rights since the 
establishment of the Palestinian Authority in 15 years 
ago, many of these gains are now in jeopardy. Trend 
data available point to declines or stagnation in 
childrenôs health and education indicators since 2000, 
and high exposure to chronic violence and 
psychosocial distress. The last comprehensive 
situation analysis was produced in 2000. 

  
UNICEF leads a group of 12 Palestinian, Israeli and 
international NGOs, together with OCHA, OHCHR, 
UNRWA and WHO, in regularly reporting to the 
Security Council on grave violations committed against 
children in the context of conflict. Under the framework 
provided by Security Council Resolution 1612, 
countries with patterns of child recruitment in conflict 
are mandated to report to the Security Council. The 
group reports voluntarily on nine indicators: killing / 
maiming; rape / sexual abuse; abduction; attacks of 
schools and hospitals; denial of humanitarian access; 
child recruitment; detention; torture; and displacement. 
In 2009, the group produced a submission for the UN 
Fact Finding Mission (Goldstone Report on Gaza), 
covering deaths and injuries; the use of children as 
human shields; and access to medical care. Around 75 
field workers have received specialized training in 
reporting and monitoring grave violations against 
children in conflict. 
 

 
2009 HIGHLIGHTS  
 

 

Children celebrate the re-opening of the school year at Qalandiya Basic 
School in the West Bank in September. 

 

 
 
Thousands of ŀŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴǘǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ wŀƳŀƭƭŀƘΩǎ !ƭ aŀƴŀǊ {ǉǳŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪ 
International Youth Day in August.  
 

 
 
Children at Buraq School in Gaza City performing a dance that shows they 
know how to wash their hands properly on Global Handwashing Day. 
 

 


