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• Helps the enforcement of laws relating to minimum 
age of employment, which supports efforts to 
prevent exploitative child labor. 

 
Unregistered children are often 
• members of particular indigenous, religious or 

ethnic groups; 
• children born out of marriage between people of 

different nationalities or from cross-border ethnic 
groups; 

• children whose parents are displaced due to war or 
civil conflicts; 

• children from localities where there is low 
awareness of birth registration, especially rural and 
remote communities; 

• children born in very poor families; 
• orphans or children whose parents have separated, 

divorced or widowed; 
• children of single mothers/teenage mothers/out-of-

school girls; 
• children born by abused or sexually exploited girls 

and women. 
 
National response to date 
 
The promulgation of the 1992 Compulsory Registration 
of Births and Deaths Decree No 69 gave the sole 
authority to register these events nationwide to the 
National Population Commission (NPopC).  
 
During its 18 years of operation, the NPopC has made 
considerable improvements. Today, the NPopC operates 
a total of 2,773 registration centres (three per Local 
Government Area (LGA)) in all 774 LGAs in the 
country.  
 
From 2003 to 2005, the NPopC developed an Action 
Plan to create a more sustainable birth registration 
system. The plan included the involvement of every part 
of society, including local communities and 
stakeholders, to help raise awareness on the importance 
of birth registration. The NPopC waived the payment of 
registration fees for three years (from July 2005 to July 
2008).  
 
Payment of fees in the past had hindered considerable 
number of parents form registering the births of their 
children. The waiver, coupled with heightened 
sensitization, resulted in a slight increase of birth 
registration from a former national figure of 28 percent 
in 2001 to an average of 30.2 percent in 2006.  
 
UNICEF’s assistance and achievements  
 
• Supported the government to conduct a national 

campaign on the importance of birth registration. 
The campaign was launched on 24 July 2007 in 
Abuja by the Vice-President of Nigeria and brought 
together over 500 participants including 

representatives from government, Parliament, civil 
society, faith-based organizations, traditional rulers, 
professional associations, donor agencies, UN 
agencies and the media.  

• Supported the Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria 
to broadcast a three-month campaign on birth 
registration aired on the national Network from 1 
October to 31 December 2007. 

• Strengthened institutional capacity of the Vital 
Registration Department, NPopC to collate, analyze 
and process and generate birth registration data 
consistently at the state and federal level.  

• Provided financial and technical support for the 
publication of a situation analysis of birth 
registration in Nigeria 1994–2007.  

 
Strategies for promoting birth registration  
 
A long-term approach is needed in Nigeria to create birth 
registration systems that are sustained to generate 
consistent supply and demand.  
• Creating grass-roots demand for birth registration: 

in partnership with religious leaders and 
communities, raise awareness on the importance of 
birth registration. 

• Improving access to birth registration services: 
provide necessary infrastructure to bring birth 
registration closer to communities in remote and 
hard-to-reach areas.  

• Ensuring coordination among relevant government 
ministries and institutions involved in birth 
registration: integrate birth registration into other 
governmental activities such as immunization and 
school enrollment.  

• Creating mass social mobilization for registering 
every child: raise public awareness in partnership 
with mass media, civil society, parliamentarians, 
government and children.  

• Improving the effectiveness of birth registration 
services: in partnership with NPopC, strengthen the 
capacity of government officials. 

• Mobilizing resources required to ensure universal 
and effective system of birth registration.  

 
Other agencies active in birth registration in Nigeria 
include WHO, UNFPA, ILO, UNAIDS, United Nations 
Statistics Division, USAID. 
 
 
 
For further information 
 
Paula Fedeski, Communication Officer 
office +234 9 461 6402; mobile +234 803 402 0879 
pfedeski@unicef.org 
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office +234 9 461 6403; mobile +234 803 525 0288 
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