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Forced or exploitative labor—including employment of 
children as domestic help outside their own home or 
family environment—is also regarded as an offence.  

Buying, selling, hiring or otherwise dealing in children 
for purpose of  begging, hawking, prostitution or for 
unlawful immoral purposes are made punishable by long 
terms of imprisonment.  

Children’s responsibilities 

The Act also confers responsibilities on children, which 
include working towards the cohesion of their families, 
respecting their parents and elders, contributing to the 
moral well being of the society, and strengthening social 
and national solidarity. The Act mandates parents, 
guardians, institutions and authorities in whose care 
children are placed to provide the necessary guidance, 
education and training to enable the children live up to 
these responsibilities. 

Child justice 

The Act has provided for a Child Justice Administration 
to replace the Juvenile Justice Administration, which had 
been in existence for several decades in Nigeria. The 
provisions  prohibit the subjection of any child to the 
criminal justice process, and guarantees that  due process 
be given to any child subjected to the child justice 
system, at all the stages of investigation, adjudication 
and disposition of any case against such a child. It 
prohibits the use of capital punishment, use of 
imprisonment and use of corporal punishment for 
children under 18 years. These are all novel provisions, 
as no such prohibition existed under the previous 
legislations guiding children matters, the Children and 
Young Persons Act (CYPA). 

The Act explicitly states deprivation of liberty is the 
measures of last resort. Children residential centres and 
children correctional centres are to be established to 
replace borstal institutions, the approved schools and 
remand homes created under the Borstal Institutions and 
Remand Centres Act Cap 38, Laws of the Federation of 
Nigeria, 1990. When the court decides against 
institutionalization, it should utilize such disposition 
measures as dismissing the charge, placing the child 
under care, guidance and supervision, which is now a 
replacement for probation and probation officers. The 
Act also frowns at institutionalization of pregnant girls. 
But where institutionalization is unavoidable, it 
mandates the establishment of special mothers centres. 
 
Children living under difficult circumstances 

To support the principle of creation of institutions for 
servicing the needs and welfare of children living in 
difficult circumstances, like orphans, street children and 
those physically challenged, the Act contains provisions 
for the establishment, registration, regulation and 
monitoring of those institutions. The Act provides for the 
supervisory functions and responsibilities of the 

Ministry, which include monitoring, provision of 
financial support, research and reporting on activities of 
these homes.  

Domestication at state level 

The provisions of the Act supersede all other legislation 
that has a bearing on the rights of the child. Having been 
enacted at the national level, the states are expected to 
formally adopt and adapt the Act for domestication as 
state laws: Issues of child rights protection are on the 
residual list of the Nigerian Constitution, giving states 
exclusive responsibility and jurisdiction to make laws 
relevant to their specific situations. State laws inimical 
to the rights of the child are also to be amended or 
annulled as may be required, to conform to the Act and 
the CRC.  

  States that have not passed the law 
  States where the law has passed but not received gubernatorial assent  
  States that have passed the law 

 
The Child’s Rights Act 2003 has been promulgated into 
law (passed by the state assembly and assented to by the 
state governor) in 21 states: Abia, Akwa-Ibom, 
Anambra, Benue, Cross River, Delta, Edo, Ekiti, Imo, 
Jigawa, Kwara, Lagos, Nassarawa, Niger, Ogun, Ondo, 
Osun, Oyo, Plateau, Rivers and Taraba.  Three states—
Baylesa, Ebonyi and Kogi—have passed a child rights 
law, but have not received the governor’s assent. 
Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Enugu, Gombe, Kaduna, 
Kano, Katsina, Kebbi, Sokoto, Yobe and Zamfara do not 
yet have a law conforming with the Child’s Rights Act 
2003. 

 

For further information 
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office +234 9 461 6402; mobile +234 803 402 0879 
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