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MEDIA RELEASE

UNICEF organized Training of ECD Trainers on Language Development for young children in Myanmar

Language Development as entry point for smooth transition to schools

YANGON, 27 February 2009- Today marks the final day of the five-day training workshop on language development for young children in Myanmar. The first batch of 40 trainers has successfully completed the workshop held from 16 to 20 February in Yangon.

The workshop aimed to help parents and teachers respond better to the children’s needs and support smooth transitions to school especially for children whose first language is different from language of instruction in schools.

"The program is collaborated with Ministry of Education of Union of Myanmar, UNICEF and MASHAV - Center for International Cooperation Ministry of Foreign Affairs of state of Israel and the Embassy of Israel, Yangon," said H.E. Mr. Yaron Mayer, Ambassador to Israel Embassy in Yangon.

H.E. Yaron Mayer said that this course is part of an ongoing collaboration supported by the Ministry of Education and UNICEF and the successful cooperation between Myanmar and MASHAV in the fields of agriculture, education and health care is continuing. 

“The child’s language reflects the identities, values, and experiences of the child’s family and community. Respecting every child’s language or dialect as a valid system or communication is respecting the children’s rights,” said Ms Juanita Vasquez, Deputy Representative at UNICEF Myanmar at the opening of the training workshop.

She continued that the workshop is in response to meeting Myanmar national and global commitments to young children, in terms of providing them with comprehensive quality ECD programme.

A total of 80 participants, who are ECD trainers from Ministry of Education, Department of Social Welfare, and national and international NGOs, joined the workshop which was facilitated by two international experts from MASHVA.

 “We were most impressed by the participants' dedication, enthusiasm, spontaneity, interest and knowledge in the field of early childhood education. We trust that they will transmit the knowledge they were exposed to in the training, to their work in the field, so that first and second language development will receive a greater emphasis in the preschool curriculum”, said Lilly Dagan, the trainer. 

For more information, please contact:

Sandar Linn, Communication Officer, UNICEF Myanmar, Tel: +95-1-375527-32

Email: slinn@unicef.org






