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Sanitation and Hygiene Promotion in Gaza Province
Background Context

History has shown that Mozambique is very vulnerable to natural disasters, in particular floods, cyclones and droughts. In addition to these natural disasters, cholera has also become endemic, affecting many people because of poor sanitation, unhygienic practices and use of unsafe water. In 2000, the country experienced its worst natural disaster in 50 years, when torrential rains that were preceded by the powerful cyclone Eline affected the country’s four southern provinces of Maputo, Gaza, Inhambane and Sofala. About 1,000 people died, nearly 500,000 people were displaced and around one million were in need of humanitarian assistance. Gaza Province experienced the worst devastation, with more than 250,000 people displaced, mostly in the severely affected districts of Xai Xai and Chibuto. After days marooned on top of trees or solid ground above the flood level, many of the rescued people were sheltered in different accommodation centres set up by the government and different supporting agencies. A number of resettlement areas were established mostly to accommodate families that had lived in the lowland areas of Xai Xai and Chibuto districts. Families were supported with materials to construct new houses and new water points. Every effort was made to prevent outbreaks of diarrhoeal diseases and cholera through provision of water facilities and improvement of environmental sanitation. However, the threat of diarrhoeal diseases and cholera remains high for many families in the resettlement areas because of unhygienic practices and limited access and use of latrines.     

Programme Approach

Based on the 2000 experience, UNICEF has integrated the planning and implementation of emergency related interventions in its regular programme process. Guided by one of its core commitments, UNICEF is supporting the prevention and control of epidemics, such as cholera, through access to safe water, sanitation and hygiene promotion. This measure is intended as a preventative and preparedness strategy for the families whose copying mechanism was severely diminished as a result of the floods and now made worse by the HIV/AIDS epidemic. UNICEF is working in partnership with AMURT, an NGO in Xai Xai district, to implement sanitation and hygiene promotion activities, which include:

· Strengthening the capacity of district officials and community based organisation in sanitation and hygiene promotion programming;

· Production of latrine construction materials: Production units established within the resettlement areas use locally recruited women and men as artisans; 

· Training of local community members in the construction of improved latrines;

· Participatory education on good hygiene and care practices: Teams of NGO activists are being trained in the implementation of participatory learning techniques relating to good hygiene and care practices for young children. These teams will carry out community education sessions in all communities benefiting from the programme; and

· Latrine construction demonstration at homesteads of the poorest families made vulnerable by the floods and HIV/AIDS epidemic.

Programme Implementation

A partnership agreement was signed in October 2002 to cover the resettlement areas of Julius Nyerere (with about 29,000 inhabitants), 3 de Fevereiro (16,246 inhabitants), Agostinho Neto (4,881 inhabitants) and Chicumbane (26,061 inhabitants). The objective is to support around 2,000 families made vulnerable by the floods as well as by HIV/AIDS through the construction of improved latrines, accompanied by hygiene promotion for the entire population in the resettlement areas. To date (2001-2004) over 3,438 families have completed and are using improved latrines, consisting of concrete slab, lined pits to reduce collapsing and superstructure made of local materials. The support has mostly benefited the elderly, child and women headed households. The support has also enhanced local capacity by training 15 activists in the use of participatory methodology for the promotion of hygienic practices and 12 latrine builders to help communities. 
In addition, the programme started working in schools (2003/2004). So far, a total of 689 latrines have been built in 179 schools benefiting around 86,500 schoolchildren.












