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18 December 2008
UNICEF DONATES A VEHICLE FOR TRANSPORTING RAE CHILDREN TO SCHOOL
Thanks to UNICEF donation 15 RAE children from Lovanja will not have to walk several km to school anymore
PODGORICA, December 22, 2008 –  UNICEF Montenegro donates Toyota Landcruiser to Tivat municipality for transporting RAE children from Lovanja to school. 
“Within the LPA implementation in Tivat, we made an analysis of the situation of RAE population in Lovanja and transport of children to school came up as one of the key problems.” says Jovanka Lalicic, LPA Coordinator in Tivat. “Thanks to UNICEF donation, 15 RAE children living in one of the worst RAE settlements in the country will be safely transported to school every day” she added.

“Every child has right to education, but unfortunately the accomplishment of this right becomes difficult for children living in extreme poverty like RAE children in Lovanja. Education is the key for breaking the vicious circle of poverty. However, in order to become educated children and their families need support and this sometimes means providing them even the most basic things like transport to school.” says UNICEF Montenegro Representative Noala Skinner. 
“This donation is an exception that we were fortunate to be able to make, as this was one of our vehicles from the emergency time that is no longer required for UNICEF operations. Montenegro is now a middle income country on its way to become an EU member state and UNICEF role in such an environment is not normally to support the delivery of basic services. Our programme focuses on supporting capacity building of institutions, policy development and implementation for child rights, and strengthened planning, particularly at the local level – hence our support to Local Plans of Action for Children. However, as our main objective is to ensure that all children, particularly those who are socially excluded can enjoy and exercise their rights, I am of course delighted that we are in a position to do something a little extraordinary.” concludes Noala Skinner, UNICEF Montenegro Representative. 

On Poverty Day in October 2008, the UN Country Team signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Municipalities of Tivat and Kotor to support the population of Lovanja and this donation is a concrete follow up to that agreement.








