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18 May 2009
UNICEF AND THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION ENCOURAGE MONTENEGRO’S SCHOOLS TO ENGAGE IN CREATING SAFE AND PROTECTIVE ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL CHILDREN
PODGORICA, May 19, 2009 – UNICEF Representative Noala Skinner, UNICEF National Goodwill Ambassador Rambo Amadeus and Deputy Minister of Education Vesna Vucurovic will visit two primary schools in Podgorica – “Pavle Rovinski” and “Stampar Makarije” – on Tuesday May 19 in order to congratulate them on their taking part in the “School without violence- creating a safe and protective environment in schools” program in Montenegro. 

UNICEF National Goodwill Ambassador Rambo Amadeus will have a class with children in both schools in order to produce a monument to protection of children against violence. He will first work with children in the primary school “Pavle Rovinski” from 9.00 until 9.45, when the press conference will begin in the school. On this occasion, UNICEF Representative Noala Skinner and Deputy Minister of Education Vesna Vucurovic will deliver a plaque to the school principal Marijana Papic in order to congratulate the school for being one of the pioneers in starting to deal with school violence in an organized way.

In the afternoon, UNICEF National Goodwill Ambassador Rambo Amadeus will have a class with children in primary school “Stampar Makarije” from 13.30 until 14.15. After seeing the monument to the protection of children against violence produced in primary school “Stampar Makarije”, UNICEF Representative Noala Skinner  and the Deputy Minister of Education Vesna Vucurovic will deliver a plaque to the school principal Dragana Dmitrovic in order to congratulate the school on the efforts to become a safer place for all children.
Research in eight Montenegrin primary schools found that 48% of children had experienced some form of violence such as bullying by their peers in the last couple of months. On the other side, about 80% of children have not talked about violence to any adults at home or in school during this period. The data from the research points out to the necessity of investing further efforts to change attitudes and tolerance threshold for violence, stimulate cooperation and respect, as well as prevent further emersions of violent behaviours among children.
“School without violence- creating a safe and protective environment in schools” project is conceived as a multi-year effort aimed at establishing a protection network in schools in order to prevent violence and help all children – victims, witnesses or perpetuators of violence. The project is financed from local donations, which assures that the local community pays greater attention to solving this problem. In Montenegro, donations from Elektroprivreda and Crnogorska Komercijalna Banka, as well as from many individuals and enterprises, supported the implementation of this program.
AGENDA
9.00 – 9.45        Rambo Amadeus and children make a monument to protection of children against violence in primary school “Pavle Rovinski”

9.45 – 10.00      PRESS CONFERENCE at the primary school “Pavle Rovinski” with UNICEF Representative Noala Skinner, Deputy Minister of Education Vesna Vucurovic, UNICEF National Goodwill Ambassador Rambo Amadeus and school principal Marijana Papic

13.30 – 14.15    Rambo Amadeus and children make a monument to protection of children against violence in primary school “Stampar Makarije”

14.15 – 14.30    UNICEF Representative Noala Skinner and Deputy Minister of Education Vesna Vucurovic deliver the “School without violence” plaque to the school principal Dragana Dmitrovic 









