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PRESS RELEASE

World Gathers in Brazil to Reinvigorate Fight against 

Sexual Exploitation of Children

November 25,  2008 - Nearly 3,000 high level government officials, experts, professionals from civil society, media, private sector and international organizations together with several hundreds of adolescents are in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil to exchange lessons and experiences at the Third World Congress against child sexual exploitation of children and adolescents from November 25 to 28th. 
“Sexual exploitation of children can happen anywhere. No country is immune from it. The impact of it can last a lifetime. It does not just injure a child physically and emotionally, it also jeopardizes a child’s spirit, hopes and future” says UNICEF Montenegro Representative Noala Skinner. “The vision and approach of UNICEF is to create a protective environment, where girls and boys are free from violence, exploitation and unnecessary separation from family; where laws, services, behaviors and practices minimize children’s vulnerability, address risk factors and strengthen children’s own resilience.”
According to the World Health Organization, 150 million girls and 73 million boys under 18 are estimated to have experienced forced sexual intercourse or other forms of sexual violence and exploitation involving physical contact.

“Montenegro is in general a country of transit of victims of trafficking towards the developed countries of the West.” says the National Coordinator for Anti-trafficking Mr. Bojan Obrenovic, who is representing Montenegro at the Third World Congress against sexual exploitation of children and adolescents. “Montenegro has reformed its Criminal Law to prescribe for the first time trafficking of children and adults as a felony. New Action Plan for anti-trafficking for 2009 consists of activities strengthening prevention, protection and persecution. An awareness raising campaign especially in educational settings is planned for the next year in order to support prevention and protection.”
The Brazil Congress will discuss commercial sexual exploitation of children as well as strategies for combating non-commercial forms of child sexual exploitation, including the sexual exploitation of children in their homes, by religious leaders, by teachers, by peacekeepers and by armed groups in war zones.
Predators continue to use new tools to target children, including cyber space and new generation mobile phone technologies, and adults can prey on children in chat rooms and use the internet to post or download pornography. In May 2006, the Interpol database of child abuse images contained photographic evidence of more than 20,000 children who had been sexually exploited to produce child pornography, the majority of them new pictures, indicating recent or ongoing cases of exploitation.
Previous World Congresses: The First World Congress Against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children took place in Stockholm, Sweden in 1996, resulting in the ‘Stockholm Declaration and Agenda for Action’. In December 2001, the Second World Congress Against Sexual Exploitation of Children was held in Yokohama, Japan, resulting in the ‘Yokohama Global Commitment 2001’. The Congress consolidated global partnerships and reinforced the global commitment to protect children from sexual exploitation.  
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