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Alternative Measures For Juveniles In Conflict With The Law
PODGORICA, June 15, 2009 – Ministry of Justice, UNICEF and the Delegation of the European Commission in Montenegro, in cooperation with the Centre for Mediation and OSCE, organize a round table for prosecutors on the implementation of alternative dispute resolution in juvenile justice in hotel Crna Gora in Podgorica, on June 15 at 10.00AM. Mr Miraš Radovic, Minister of Justice, Ms. Vesna Medenica, President of the Supreme Court, Mr. Nicola Bertolini, Head of Operations of the EC Delegation to Montenegro and Ms. Noala Skinner, UNICEF Montenegro Representative will open the round table aimed at encouraging prosecutors to make more use of alternative ways of dealing with cases involving juveniles. Ms. Ranka Carapic, Supreme State Prosecutor, will be one of the key presenters at the round table. Alenka Mežnar, State Prosecutor from Slovenia, and Hans-Peter Kronawetter, Higher State Prosecutor in Vienna, Austria, will present the experience of their countries in implementation of alternative dispute resolution.
Research shows that classical judicial proceeding and putting children in closed or semi-closed institutions, in most cases will not prevent children from committing crimes again. That is why international standards call upon the states to strive to apply educational measures instead of punitive ones.

As part of the juvenile justice reform in Montenegro, alternatives to the judicial proceeding for juvenile offenders were introduced into the legal system. As a result, the court or the prosecutor general can impose alternative measures to the juvenile for a crime punished by a fine or 5 years in prison. These include: settlement with the victim through the restitution for the damage, apology or work aimed at removing harmful consequences of the crime; regular attendance of school/commitment to employment; voluntary work in the local community; attendance of treatment in a health care institution or counselling centre.

The round table will focus particularly on the active use of mediation for juvenile offenders, which gives the public prosecutor a possibility to reach an out-of-court agreement between the victim and the offender with the assistance of specially trained people - mediators. The purpose is to allow the juvenile to restore the damage by means of an apology, payment, work or in some other way.
The round table is part of the project “Reform of the Juvenile Justice System” implemented by the government of Montenegro since October 2008 with help from UNICEF and financial support from the European Commission worth 500.000 euros. 

For additional information, please contact: 

Ms. Jelena Perović, Communication Officer, UNICEF Montenegro; Phone: +382 20 224 277 Ext. 3; Fax: +382 20 224 278; Mobile: +382 69 225 315; Email: jperovic@unicef.org; Website: www.unicef.org/montenegro
Mr. Dragan Mugoša, Information Officer, Delegation of European Commission in Montenegro; Phone: +382 20 444 600; Fax:+382 20 444 666; Mobile: 068 882 203; E-mail: Dragan.MUGOSA@ec.europa.eu
