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VOICES OF MONTENEGRO’S CHILDREN REACH KEY DECISION-MAKERS ON THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF UN CRC
Celebration of the 20th anniversary of UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
PODGORICA, NOVEMBER 20, 2009 – Montenegro’s Prime Minister Milo Djukanovic will host a reception  in Vila “Gorica” in Podgorica at 7pm on November 20 in order to celebrate the 20th anniversary of UN CRC. Together with the Prime Minister, Minister of Labour and Social Welfare Suad Numanovic and UNICEF Montenegro Representative Noala Skinner will preview the exhibition “Voices of Montenegro’s Children” presenting the main results of the youth opinion poll and several one minute videos on child rights produced by children to the high level government officials, Ambassadors and representatives of relevant international organizations.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is the most widely ratified human-rights treaty in history. 193 state parties, including Montenegro, have ratified it. As a binding treaty of international law, it codifies principles that Member States of the United Nations agreed to be universal – for all children, in all countries and cultures, at all times and without exception. One of the most important provisions of the Convention is that children have the right to express their opinions on matters which affect their lives, according to their age and maturity. In harmony with this provision, with UNICEF’s support Centre for Examination conducted a youth opinion poll among 4 670 Montenegro’s children 13-18 years old in April 2009. The preliminary results will be presented to the key decision-makers in order to remind them of the importance of listening to the voice of children and young people and to provide them with an opportunity to do so on the 20th anniversary of UN CRC. Two children,  Muhamed Berisa and  Marijana Blazevic, will present several one minute videos on various child rights made by Montenegro’s children with support from UNICEF during November 2009.

Selected preliminary results of the youth opinion poll show that:

· 76% of Montenegro’s children are almost always happy and most often when they are with their families, friends and when they get good grades

· 60% of children think in future Montenegro will be a better place to live in and most of them think so because there will be a better economic situation and less unemployment

· 85% of children think it is important to help others and do that whenever possible

· Respecting others, telling the truth and not stealing are three most important principles that children think their families taught them

· 12% of children say they know nothing or little about their rights

· It is the perception of Montenegro’s children that children from poor families and children with disabilities as the most unfairly treated groups

· 77% of children consider the place where they live to be safe; only 8%  say they have been a victim of violence and the most common forms of violence that they have been victims of are fights and insulting 

· Montenegro’s children admire the most sportsmen and musicians

· 47% of children think their opinion is taken into consideration when a decision is made in relation to them at home, and 50% believe their opinion could be taken more into consideration when local authorities make decisions relating to children.

Montenegro’s children want the government to make more parks and playgrounds; they would like a zoo; provide more sport and extracurricular activities for them; make more available information on their rights; provide access to quality education and social protection for children with disabilities, children without parents, RAE and poor children as well as for those in institutions.

For additional information, please contact: Jelena Perović, Communication Officer, UNICEF Montenegro; Phone: +382 20 224 277 Ext. 3; Fax: +382 20 224 278; Mobile: +382 69 225 315; Email: jperovic@unicef.org; Website: www.unicef.org/montenegro
