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4 December 2008
Rio Declaration and Action Plan to Prevent and Stop the Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents
Third World Congress against Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents closes in Brazil
Rio de Janeiro – The sexual exploitation of children is not inevitable. That is the message coming out of the Third World Congress against sexual exploitation of children and adolescents held in Brazil from November 25 to November 28. Officials from 137 governments together with representatives of international organizations, civil and private sector and nearly 300 adolescents from all over the world came up with the following recommendations:
· Governments to provide country-specific information of their National Action Plans to the CRC (Committee to the Rights of the Child).
· Establish independent children’s rights institutions, such as an ombudsman or commissions for children’s rights at the national level in the next 5 years.
· Develop reliable national databases on sexual exploitation of children by 2009.
· By 2013, set up a national system for reporting and follow-up of incidences of SEC.
Nearly 300 young people, hailing from Europe, Africa, Asia, Latin America, and North America, participated as delegates in the World Congress and recommended:
· Harmonizing laws on trafficking among countries to ensure victims of trafficking can receive the same protection regardless of where they find themselves. 

· That children being trafficked or sold into the sex trade are treated as victims and are not criminalized, and

· Ensuring there are specialized services to treat children who have been sexually exploited.

“Children and adolescents are not just victims of sexual exploitation, but also part of the solution. The fact that roughly ten per cent of all the delegates are young people affirms their valuable and effective participation in fighting sexual exploitation.” says UNICEF Montenegro Representative Noala Skinner. “Having young people as equal partners is critical for promoting their long-term participation in government, civil society, and private sector initiatives.”
As a result of the Third World Congress against sexual exploitation of children and adolescents in Brazil, Rio Declaration and Action Plan to Prevent and Stop the Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents contains important advances in relation to previous documents and points out new strategies to counter new forms of sexual exploitation, such as pornography in the Internet, child trafficking and growing migration around the world.








