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WESTERN BALKANS DISCUSS COPENHAGEN CRITERIA FOR CHILDREN IN MILOCER, MONTENEGRO
Celebration of the 20th anniversary of UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
MILOCER, 17. NOVEMBAR, 2009. – Minister of European Integration Gordana Djurovic, UNICEF Regional Director, CEE/CIS Steven Allen, and Head of the Political Section of EC Delegation to Montenegro Clive Rumbold and will open the Western Balkans conference on Copenhagen criteria for children in hotel “Maestral” in Milocer at 9.00AM on November 17. High level officials from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo
 the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia, Ambassadors and representatives of international organizations and civil society will participate in the conference.

The consultation aims to generate additional knowledge, facilitate exchange of experience, and strengthen sub-regional cooperation around selected topics that are relevant to the Copenhagen Criteria and Child Rights. This gathering occurs at an important moment in the various stages of integration for the Western Balkans, and is timed to coincide with the broader celebrations of the 20th Anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
The conference will focus on three issues in particular: 
· Social inclusion of children - issues regarding registration, access to basic services such as health, education and social protection systems with focus on minorities and children with disabilities. Discussions will also consider juvenile justice from the perspective of prevention strategies and reintegration of children in conflict with law. 

· Violence against children - violence in schools  and discussions around preventive measures such as the creation of enabling and conducive social environment; 
· An “Infrastructure” for child rights monitoring – mechanisms for child rights monitoring including Ombudsystems, Councils on Child Rights, civil society and parliaments.  
During this one day conference, participants will exchange experiences, challenges and best practice models from the region. As a result, the outcome of the conference will be the Milocer Statement on Children, an outline of commitments and recommendations for future cooperation for promotion and protection of child rights in the EU accession process of the Western Balkans. 
For more information please contact:
Jelena Perović, Communication Officer, UNICEF Montenegro; Phone: +382 20 224 277 Ext. 3; Fax: +382 20 224 278; Mobile: +382 69 225 315; Email: jperovic@unicef.org; Website: www.unicef.org/montenegro
“The Copenhagen Criteria and Children”
South East Europe Consultation
Miločer, 17 November 2009
DRAFT Agenda
	November 16, 2009
 

	Afternoon
	Arrival, check-in of the participants

	18:00-19:00
	Registration

	19:30
	Reception hosted by Professor Gordana Djurovic, Minister of European Integration, Mr Leopold Maurer, Head of EC Delegation and Mr. Steven Allen, UNICEF Regional Director, CEE/CIS

	November 17, 2009


	08:00-09:00 
	Breakfast

	09:00-09:30

09.30-11.00 
	Opening by:

Gordana Djurovic, Minister of European Integration 
Leopold Maurer, Head of EC Delegation to Montenegro 
Steven Allen, UNICEF Regional Director, CEE/CIS
Keynote presentations:

Chair: Gordana Djurovic, Minister of European Integration

Children’s Rights: Principles and Practice in the context of EU accession High level speaker: Ms Elizabeth Gibbons, Deputy Director, Division of Policy and Practice, UNICEF New York Headquarters

Children at the heart of the accession process: how Western Balkans accessions differ from previous accessions

High level speaker: Jonathan Scheele, EU Visiting Fellow, St. Anthony’s College, Oxford University; Principal Advisor EU Commission, Brussels 

Discussion

	11.00-11:30 
	Coffee break

	11:25-12:30
	Chair: Steven Allen, UNICEF Regional Director, CEE/CIS

Reading of the draft Miločer Statement for Children 

Gordana Djurovic, Minister of European Integration, Montenegro

High Level Interventions on key conference themes (social inclusion, violence against children; building an infrastructure for children’s rights) – by delegations: Albania; Bosnia and Hercegovina; Croatia; Kosovo
; the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia; Serbia

	12:30-13:45
	Lunch at the hotel

	13.45
	Introduction to working groups:

1. Social Inclusion – Gordon Alexander (UNICEF) and Zarko Sunderic (Office of the Vice Prime Minister, Serbia)

2. Violence Against Children - Ljiljana Lucic (State Secretary/Deputy Minister of MoLSP, Serbia and Judita Reichenberg (UNICEF)

3. Building and Infrastructure for Children’s Rights – (tbc); and Clive Rumbold (Head of Political, European Integration and Trade Section, EC Delegation to Montenegro)

	14:00-16:00
	Work in the three working groups:

Co-chairs: as above

Rapporteurs: 

Social Inclusion: Margaret Wachenfeld and Svetlana Rajkovic (or alternate from Ministry of European Integration)

Violence against Children: Monique Nardi Roquette and Astrid Reinprecht Infrastructure for Children’s Rights: Ms. Wilhemina Johanna Schuurman and Regina de Dominicis  

	16.00-16:30
	Feedback to plenary

	16:30
	Closing by Mr. Suad Numanovic, Minister of Labour and Social Welfare as Chair of Council on Child Rights (confirmed)


Working languages: English and Montenegrin
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