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PODGORICA’S CITIZENS LISTEN TO VOICES OF MONTENEGRO’S CHILDREN 

Celebration of the 20th anniversary of UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
PODGORICA, NOVEMBER 24, 2009 – On the occasion of the 20th anniversary of UN CRC, Montenegro’s citizens will have an opportunity to visit an exhibition in the gallery Umjetnicki paviljon in Marka Miljanova street in Podgorica from November 24 to December 1, 2009. The exhibition was previewed to key decision-makers from the national and local authorities and international organizations on November 20 and will be now available for the public to enjoy it in the capital for a week.

The exhibition “Voices of Montenegro’s Children” shows preliminary results of the youth opinion poll and one minute videos on child rights produced by children. UNICEF supported the Centre for Examinations to conduct a youth opinion poll in April 2009, which included 4 670 Montenegro’s children 13-18 years. The sample included children in institutions and settlements and children studying in Albanian. 

“I would like to invite all parents, teachers and professionals working with children to visit the exhibition. I am sure it will be interesting for teachers to see children’s messages about school – children want more creative workshops; to learn more about their rights; and additional classes for students who need them. According to these messages, some Roma children say they have experienced discrimination, while others say they are having a great time in school.” says Noala Skinner, UNICEF Montenegro Representative.

50% of children believe their opinion could be taken more into consideration when local authorities make decisions relating to children. They would like local authorities to: 

· provide free transport for children; 

· organize extracurricular activities and public debates for young people; 

· include children in volunteer work so they can help those in need; 

· take care of Roma children on the streets;

· broadcast a TV programme about problems of teenagers; 

· make more playgrounds, sport terrains and open a ZOO

Children in institutions want local authorities to help more children with disabilities and children without parents, as well as to pay more attention to guardianship. 

Roma children want the local authorities to support their registration, education and social protection. They would also like to have a representative of RAE population in local and national authorities. 

“12% of children say to know nothing or little about their rights. When asked if they have ever been treated unfairly, 45% of children say they don’t know. These figures clearly indicate that we need to constantly work on raising awareness about child rights. This exhibition is a wonderful opportunity for parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, friends – everyone to come and learn what children are thinking and receive  a copy of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child...“ says Noala Skinner, UNICEF Montenegro Representative.
Preliminary results of the youth opinion poll show that:

· 76% of Montenegro’s children are almost always happy and most often when they are with their families, friends and when they get good grades

· 60% of children think in future Montenegro will be a better place to live in and most of them think so because there will be a better economic situation and less unemployment

· 85% of children think it is important to help others and do that whenever possible

· Respecting others, telling the truth and not stealing are three most important principles that children think their families taught them
· 34% of children have a friend addicted to tobacco; 11% say to have a friend addicted to alcohol and 5% have a friend addicted to drugs 
· 12% of children say they know nothing or little about their rights; while only 4% know nothing or little about computers
· It is the perception of Montenegro’s children that children from poor families and children with disabilities as the most unfairly treated groups
· Montenegro’s children think that the right not to be insulted and the right to express their opinion are the least respected child rights
· 77% of children consider the place where they live to be safe; only 8%  say they have been a victim of violence and the most common forms of violence that they have been victims of are fights and insulting 

· Montenegro’s children admire the most sportsmen and musicians and the greatest number of them are  members of a sports club
· 21% of children say to be working and this is said more consistently by children living on the north and centre of Montenegro. 71% of  Roma children say to be working.
For additional information, please contact: Jelena Perović, Communication Officer, UNICEF Montenegro; Phone: +382 20 224 277 Ext. 3; Fax: +382 20 224 278; Mobile: +382 69 225 315; Email: jperovic@unicef.org; Website: www.unicef.org/montenegro








