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PUBLIC DISCUSSION OF THE DRAFT LAW ON PROTECTION FROM FAMILY VIOLENCE 
PODGORICA, NOVEMBER 13, 2009 – Minister of Justice Miras Radovic and UNICEF Montenegro Representative Noala Skinner will open the public discussion of the draft Law on protection from family violence in hotel “Crna Gora” in Podgorica at 10.00AM on Friday, November 13, 2009. 

The draft law introduces new `protection measures` that can be applied immediately: removal of perpetrator from family home; restraining order; prohibition of following and stalking; mandatory psychosocial or medical treatment of the perpetrator. The draft law establishes more effective protection of the victim, shorter and more effective forms of the `state` reaction to family violence and an obligation to report violence by all system institutions, NGOs and professionals.
Based on the conclusions of the public discussion, which is supported by UNICEF under the auspices of the UN Thematic Group on Gender, the Ministry of Justice will finalize the text of the Law, which is expected to be adopted by the Parliament in the beginning of 2010. 

The discussion comes at a crucial time, as on November 25th the 16 days Campaign Against Violence will be launched. The campaign will address problems of domestic violence against women and children and will aim at raising awareness and at advocating for adoption of the law and its full implementation.         
The in-depth UN Secretary General Study on violence against children confirms that such violence exists in every country of the world, cutting across culture, class, education, income and ethnic origin. UNICEF Montenegro is mandated by the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN CRC) and UN Convention on Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (UN CEDAW) to support the Government of Montenegro in preventing and eliminating of all forms of violence against children and women. 

For additional information, please contact: 

Jelena Perović, Communication Officer, UNICEF Montenegro; Phone: +382 20 224 277 Ext. 3; Fax: +382 20 224 278; Mobile: +382 69 225 315; Email: jperovic@unicef.org; Website: www.unicef.org/montenegro


