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Minister Rocen, Mr Avanessov, colleagues from the Government of Montenegro and United Nations family 

Today is a very important day both for UNICEF and UNDP in our respective programmes of cooperation with the Government of Montenegro. As the UN, we aim to “Deliver as One” and I am delighted that we have been able to organize this joint event. For our part, the signing of the UNICEF Country Programme Action Plan, which has recently been revised following an extensive Mid Term Review marks a milestone in our partnership for children’s rights. This Plan presents another clear confirmation that children are indeed central to the national development agenda in Montenegro. Children are the most valuable resource that any country has. Ensuring that they achieve their full potential is the best investment Montenegro can make.
As Montenegro charts a firm path to European Integration, the programmes articulated in the UNICEF Action Plan mark a transformed engagement for children – an engagement based on placing them at the heart of the accession and reform processes – on meeting the Copenhagen Criteria … for children. The UNICEF CPAP focuses on strengthening national capacities for the realization and protection of the rights of all children, especially the most vulnerable – children affected by poverty, children with disabilities, refugees, Roma, children in conflict with the law, children victims of violence, abuse and neglect and children without parental care. Through an emphasis on the strategic leadership areas of child protection and social inclusion UNICEF will support the government and civil society to bring positive, lasting and sustainable change for children, Montenegro’s first and future generations of European citizens. 
The signing of this document demonstrates our joint and unequivocal commitment to ensuring that every child has the best possible start in life and the opportunity to reach his or her full potential. UNICEF has been working in this region since 1947, and we are entering an exciting and momentous period of our cooperation. I look forward to our continued work with our partners and to leading UNICEF the team through the implementation of our common programme for the benefit of all Montenegro’s children.


