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UN CRC PRINTED IN BRAILLE ALPHABET FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MONTENEGRO
Celebration of the 20th anniversary of UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
PODGORICA, NOVEMBER 16, 2009 – Minister of Labour and Social Welfare Suad Numanovic, Minister of Education Sreten Skuletic and UNICEF Regional Director for CEE/CIS Steven Allen will deliver copies of child friendly UN CRC printed in Braille alphabet for the first time in Montenegro to children with sight problems from the Institute for education and professional rehabilitation of children and youth with disabilities at 9.30AM on Monday November 16. At the same time, media statements will be given at a press conference on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of UN CRC in this Institute.

Article 17 of UN CRC stresses the right of children to information, access to which is a prerequisite for effective participation. However, children with disabilities are often precluded from such access. That is why Montenegro has chosen to celebrate the 20th anniversary by printing the child friendly version of UN CRC in Braille alphabet for the first time. As a result, 200 years after the birth of Louis Braille and on the 20th anniversary of UN CRC, Montenegro’s children with sight problems will have easily accessible information on their rights as 300 copies of UN CRC in Braille will be distributed throughout Montenegro.
In 1989, the Convention on the Rights of the Child became the first legally binding international convention to affirm human rights for all children. The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) represents a major milestone in the historic effort to achieve a world fit for children. As a binding treaty of international law, it codifies principles that Member States of the United Nations agreed to be universal – for all children, in all countries and cultures, at all times and without exception, simply through the fact of their being born into the human family. The treaty has inspired changes in laws to better protect children, altered the way international organizations see their work for children, and supported an agenda to better protect children in situations of armed conflict.

193 countries ratified UN CRC including Montenegro on October 23, 2006. 
For additional information, please contact: 

Jelena Perović, Communication Officer, UNICEF Montenegro; Phone: +382 20 224 277 Ext. 3; Fax: +382 20 224 278; Mobile: +382 69 225 315; Email: jperovic@unicef.org; Website: www.unicef.org/montenegro








