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28 oktobar 2008
FIRST CENTRE FOR  CHILDREN AND FAMILY SUPPORT OPENS IN BIJELO POLJE
More effective reintegration and rehabilitation of juveniles in conflict with the law and children victims of violence, abuse and neglect
BIJELO POLJE, August 1, 2008 – Children in conflict with the law and those victims of violence, abuse and neglect will benefit from the first Centre for Children and Family Support that will be opened by the Minister of Justice, Mr. Miras Radovic, Minister of Health and Social Welfare Mr. Miodrag Radunovic, UNICEF Representative Ms. Noala Skinner and the Mayor of Bijelo Polje Mr. Tarzan Milosevic in Bijelo Polje on August 1, 2008 at 11.00 AM.

The Centre for Children and Family Support will increase possibilities for victim-offender mediation in Montenegro. This internationally renowned practice is of great significance for juveniles in conflict with the law as it supports the healing process of victims by providing a safe, controlled setting for them to meet and speak with offenders. Moreover, it allows offenders to learn about the impact of their crimes on the victims and take direct responsibility for their behaviour. Finally, victim-offender mediation provides an opportunity for the victim and offender to develop a mutually acceptable plan that addresses the harm caused by the crime.
The Centre is also designed to serve as a shelter for children and women victims of violence, abuse and neglect. It is the first state-supported centre of its kind in Montenegro and will provide an important pillar of support to the existing social welfare services at the local level.









