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APPOINTED FIRST MEDIATORS FOR JUVENILES IN CONFLICT WITH THE LAW
38 professional mediators will provide juvenile offenders with alternatives to regular court procedures and sanctions
PODGORICA, December 14, 2007 – Minister of Justice Mr. Miras Radovic, UNICEF Representative Ms. Noala Skinner and Deputy Minister of Justice Ms. Branka Lakocevic on Friday, December 14, at 2.00 pm, appoint Victim/Offender mediators specialized in cases involving juveniles in conflict with the law.
The Ministry of Justice and UNICEF supported trainings of 38 professionals from different occupations in Victim/Offender Mediation for juveniles. As a result, they will become mediators certified by the Ministry of Justice to work with children in conflict with the law. 

Introduction of mediation within the juvenile justice system reform in Montenegro is aimed at providing alternatives to regular court procedures and sanctions for children who committed petty crimes and criminal offenses subjected to less than 5 years imprisonment. In this way, children in conflict with the law will have an opportunity to compensate the damage by apologizing and taking responsibility for their actions or by engaging in community service. Such alternatives are in line with a more humanistic approach-application of restorative justice instead of the repressive justice. In other words, children will be provided with opportunities to change their behaviour and attitudes. Finally, mediation is a cost-effective and time efficient solution, as it replaces expensive and time-consuming court procedures.



