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28 October 2008
PROTECTION OF CHILDREN IN MONTENEGRO FROM VIOLENCE, ABUSE AND NEGLECT
Conference on the results of the work of Operational Multidisciplinary Teams and on their integration into the child protection system in Montenegro
PODGORICA, October 22, 2008 – Minister of Health, Labour and Social Welfare Mr. Miodrag Radunović, Minister of Justice Mr. Miraš Radović, UNICEF Representative Ms Noala Skinner and UNHCR Representative Mr. Serge Ducasse will open the conference on the protection of children from violence, abuse and neglect in the Green Saloon of the hotel “Crna Gora” in Podgorica on Wednesday October 22, 2008 at 10.00 AM.
The aim of the conference is to present the results of the work of Operational Multidisciplinary Teams established by the Ministry of Health, Labour and Social Welfare and supported by UNICEF and UNHCR since 2002. These teams were introduced in order to connect the institutions relevant for protecting children from violence, abuse and neglect. The conference also aims at supporting the integration of the operational multidisciplinary teams into the child protection system of Montenegro based on the proven effectiveness of their work so far.
Operational Multidisciplinary Teams consist of various professionals from different sectors and often include a psychologist, pedagogue, pediatrician, social worker, lawyer, prosecutor, judge, police inspector. 350 professionals have been trained on protection of children from violence, abuse and neglect so far. 875 children have been protected from violence since 2002 through the common work of professionals representing relevant institutions in Operational Multidisciplinary Teams in 7 out of 10 Centres for Social Welfare in Montenegro: Bijelo Polje, Berane, Niksic, Podgorica, Bar, Kotor and Herceg Novi. Based on the data since 2002, majority of children victims of violence in Montenegro are aged 6-15 years.
The impact of violence lasts a lifetime. It does not just injure a child physically and emotionally, it also jeopardizes a child’s spirit, hopes and a future. Abused children are more likely to take dangerous risks in their own lives. The challenge of ending violence against children requires a multidisciplinary approach, as this is a cross-cutting issue of different systems: judiciary, police, health, education and social protection. Integration of operational multidisciplinary teams into the social protection system would mark a special milestone for Montenegro on it way to becoming a modern European state.








