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PRESS RELEASE
Montenegro’s High-school Students Speak Out on European Integration 
PODGORICA, October 15, 2008 – Four young leaders, Marija Šćepanović, Ana Đuričić, Stefan Jelić and Jovana Lutovac, will speak out on the importance of European integration for children and youth in Montenegro at the press conference in the Press Centre in Podgorica on Wednesday October 15 at 12.00. They will present to the public the recommendations and conclusions from the conference for 28 children from Andrijevica, Bar, Berane, Cetinje, Kotor,  Nikšić, Podgorica and Tivat entitled “European Integration - What It Means for Me” and held in Tivat on October 2-3, 2008. The press conference is an opportunity to remind Montenegro’s leaders and the public on the importance of placing children at the heart of the accession process.
One of the most important provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) is that children have the right to express their opinions on matters which affect their lives. The involvement of children and young people is only likely to be meaningful to them if they can see that their views have been taken into account and have made a difference. In that sense, the press conference “Montenegro’s Children Speak Out on European Integration” is an opportunity for the public to hear the voices of the future first generation of European citizens. 
“We want to have equal rights and opportunities as our peers in EU”; “We want open boundaries to be free to travel and feel free in EU countries”; “We want our school certificates to be recognized in all European countries; “We want youth clubs, commissions and other activities, as well as our voice to be really heard”– these are some of the messages from children on their needs, rights, opinions and hopes.
UNICEF Representative Noala Skinner, Deputy of the Secretariat for European Integrations Vanja Grgurović and Forum MNE Coordinator Iva G. Čelanović will participate at the press conference on children’s and young people’s messages related to Montenegro’s path to EU membership.
Contact persons:
Ms. Iva G. Čelanović, Conference coordinator, Forum MNE, Phone/Fax: +382 20 602 710; Mobile: 067 378 192; Email: montenegro@forum-mne.com; Website: www.forum-mne.com
Ms. Jelena Perović, Communication Officer, UNICEF Montenegro; Phone: +382 20 224 277 Ext. 3; Fax: +382 20 224 278;  Mobile: +382 69 225 315; Email: jperovic@unicef.org; Website: www.unicef.org/montenegro
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