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UNICEF Progress for Children – Top Ten Fact Sheet

Countries where the least progress has been made on child mortality
 since 1990

	
	Country
	Average annual rate of progress, 1990-2002

	1
	Iraq
	-7.6 %

	2
	Botswana
	-5.3

	3
	Zimbabwe
	-3.6

	4
	Swaziland
	-2.5

	5
	Kenya
	-1.9

	6
	Cambodia
	-1.5

	7
	Cameroon
	-1.5

	8
	Cote d’Ivoire
	-1.1

	9
	Kazakhstan
	-1.1

	10
	Uzbekistan
	-0.8


Countries where the most progress has been made on child mortality since 1990

	
	Country
	Average annual rate of progress,
1990-2002

	1
	Malta
	8.6 %

	2
	Malaysia
	8.0

	3
	Egypt
	7.8

	4
	Portugal
	7.6

	5
	Oman
	7.0

	6
	Denmark
	6.8

	7
	Norway
	6.8

	8
	Czech Republic
	6.6

	9
	Greece
	6.6

	10
	Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
	6.6


Countries with the highest under-five mortality death rates (per 1,000 live births), 2002 

	1
	Sierra Leone
	284

	2
	Niger
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	3
	Angola
	260

	4
	Afghanistan
	257

	5
	Liberia
	235

	6
	Somalia
	225

	7
	Mali
	222

	8
	Guinea-Bissau
	211

	9
	Burkina Faso
	207

	10
	Dem. Rep. of the Congo
	205





Average U5MR, World: 82





Average U5MR, �Sub-Saharan Africa: 174





Average U5MR,�Industrialized countries: 7











� The speed of progress in reducing the U5MR is measured by calculating the average annual reduction rate (AARR).  Unlike the comparison of absolute changes, the AARR reflects the fact that the lower limits to U5MR are approached only with increasing difficulty.  The AARR is calculated on an exponential basis, which assumes a continuous, exponential reduction between two points in time.  It does not take into account the intermediate values of the series.  To achieve a two-thirds reduction between 1990 and 2015 requires a progress rate of 4.4 percent or higher.
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