[image: image1.png]




FACTSHEET
· At present rates of progress, the global under-five mortality rate will have dropped by 23 per cent by 2015, far below the goal of 66 per cent reduction. Some 90 countries, including 53 developing nations, are on track to achieve the MDG goal; 98 developing countries are stagnating or going backwards.
· In 2002, the latest year for which reliable data is available, 1 in 12 children died before the age of 5 globally. This is an improvement over the 1 in 5 child mortality rate of the early 1960s, but still represents an estimated 11 million preventable deaths each year. 

· The single most prominent cause of child deaths is poor neonatal conditions. Other major factors include infectious and parasitic diseases, malnutrition and unclean or inadequate water and sanitation.
· The spread of armed conflict also takes an obvious toll on child survival; from 1990 to 2002, countries like Iraq and Cote d’Ivoire experienced significant increases in under-five mortality.  Iraq, for instance, is the only country in the Middle East and North Africa where the child mortality rate increased from 1990 to 2002.  There, 1 in 10 children die before the age of five.  
· HIV/AIDS also is a major factor hindering the reduction of under-5 child mortality. Botswana, Zimbabwe and Swaziland, which registered the second, third and fourth fastest increases in child deaths, have the world’s highest HIV prevalence rates - about 37, 25 and 39 per cent, respectively.  In more than a third of the countries in sub-Saharan Africa, child mortality rates have increased or stagnated. In 2002, 174 of every 1,000 children in sub-Saharan Africa did not survive to age 5, as compared with 7 out of every 1,000 children in industrialized countries.
· The steady decline in mortality rates in the industrialized countries between 1990 and 2002 has been aided by new medicines and technology. This is in sharp contrast to developing countries, where even the most basic life-saving services for children and women do not receive adequate investment.
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