Latin America and The Caribbean: Triumph over Denial

Steady progress over the past 15 years has put the region on track to achieve universal primary education by 2015. For the most part, girls’ education is not a problem. Instead, gender disparity favours girls over boys. Underneath these achievements of getting girls into school and closing in on universal primary education are problems of pervasive discrimination against girls and women and educational disenfranchisement among indigenous populations, especially girls. 

The most recent available data from this region show that at the end of 2001:

· The primary net enrolment/attendance ratio grew an average of 0.6 per cent between 1980 and 2001, with a 0.4 per cent required to reach the 2015 deadline of universal primary education
· Children under five years old today in Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, Peru and Uruguay have a 95 per cent likelihood of completing primary school
· Children under five years old today in  Brazil, Costa Rica and Venezuela have a 90 per cent chance of completing primary school

· Haiti, the poorest country in the western hemisphere, had only 54 per cent of its children in primary school

· Grenada and Guatemala are the only countries within the region with significantly fewer girls in school than boys

· Bahamas, Haiti, and Saint Kitts and Nevis have significantly more girls than boys in school

· At the secondary level, girls are more likely to be enrolled than boys regionally – 47 per cent and 41 per cent respectively

· The income gap between men and women is wide with women earning 66 per cent of men in the least educated sector of the population

· The widest income gap between men and women is within the most highly educated population where men earn significantly more than women
· Regionally, the income of female dropouts would have been 44 per cent higher had they finished four more years of school necessary to complete primary school, whereas male dropouts’ income would have risen 36 per cent with that additional schooling.

‘25 by 2005’* acceleration country in the region:

Bolivia
*The ‘25 by 2005’ acceleration campaign is a UNICEF initiative designed to intensify efforts in 25 countries in grave danger of failing to meet the Millennium Development Goal of gender parity in education by 2005. Countries were selected for inclusion if they met one or more of the following criteria: enrolment rates under 70 per cent for girls, gender gaps of more than 10 per cent in primary education, more than 1 million girls not in school, included in the World Bank’s Education For All Fast-Track Initiative or ravaged by crises that affect school opportunities, such as HIV/AIDS and conflict.
