Eastern and Southern Africa: Equally Out of School
The picture of Eastern and Southern Africa is deceiving. Overall, gender parity in primary education is 98 per cent for the region and is on target for meeting the 2005 goal of equal numbers of boys and girls in school. But when 21 million children are out

of primary school, as is the case in Eastern and Southern Africa, gender parity is hardly cause for celebration.
The most recently available data from this region show:

· 38 per cent of school-aged children in the region were not in school in 2001.

· 22 per cent of children in urban areas and 42 per cent of children in rural areas were missing out on an education in 2001.

· 12 countries in the region are on track to meet the goal of gender parity by 2005. But of these 12 countries, only 3 (Mauritius, Seychelles and South Africa) have more than 90 per cent of children in school.
· 7 countries in the region have fewer girls than boys in primary school.

25 by 2005* acceleration countries in the region:

Eritrea

Ethiopia

Malawi

United Republic of Tanzania

Zambia

*The ‘25 by 2005’ acceleration campaign is a UNICEF initiative designed to intensify efforts in 25 countries in grave danger of failing to meet the Millennium Development Goal of gender parity in education by 2005. Countries were selected for inclusion if they met one or more of the following criteria: enrolment rates under 70 per cent for girls, gender gaps of more than 10 per cent in primary education, more than 1 million girls not in school, included in the World Bank’s Education For All Fast-Track Initiative or ravaged by crises that affect school opportunities, such as HIV/AIDS and conflict.
