East Asia and the Pacific: The Numbers Within the Numbers

Statistics from Eat Asia and the Pacific belie the true challenge of ensuring that all children enrol in and complete primary school. Despite a projected regional net attendance of 96.2 in 2005, there are large disparities among and within countries. For the most part, gender parity in primary education by 2005 appears to be on track by sheer numbers, but the spirit of the goal – the empowerment of girls and women – is far from realization. Universal primary education was severely undermined by the region’s financial crisis of the 1990s.
The most recent available data from this region show:

· Net enrolment rates in Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam were especially devastated by the economic downswing
· Viet Nam had an average annual rate of increase in its net enrolment/attendance ratio between 1980 and 2001 of 0.17

· The Philippines had an average annual rate of increase in its net enrolment/attendance ratio between 1980 and 2001 of 0.07

· In 2002, Timor-Leste had less than two thirds of its primary school-age children attending classes

· The region contributed 9 per cent to the global out-of-school population in 2001

· In 2001, the region had equal numbers of boys and girls in primary school

· Gender parity in primary and secondary education by 2005 is likely to be met in 17 countries in the region

· Lao PDR, Palau, Papua New Guinea and Niue are at risk of having fewer girls than boys in school when the goal comes due

· Cambodia had a primary school completion rate in 2001 of just 70 per cent
· Lao PDR and the Philippines had primary school completion rates below 70 per cent

· Papua New Guinea had a primary school completion rate slightly above 50 per cent.

‘25 by 2005’* acceleration country in the region:
Papua New Guinea

*The ‘25 by 2005’ acceleration campaign is a UNICEF initiative designed to intensify efforts in 25 countries in grave danger of failing to meet the Millennium Development Goal of gender parity in education by 2005. Countries were selected for inclusion if they met one or more of the following criteria: enrolment rates under 70 per cent for girls, gender gaps of more than 10 per cent in primary education, more than 1 million girls not in school, included in the World Bank’s Education For All Fast-Track Initiative or ravaged by crises that affect school opportunities, such as HIV/AIDS and conflict.
