West and Central Africa: Blighted by Emergencies
There is no clearer example of the magnitude of the challenge for achieving universal education and gender parity than in West and Central Africa. The net enrolment/attendance ratio was a mere 55 per cent in 2001. More than a third of the 21 countries worldwide with net primary school participation below 60 per cent

are in this region. Fewer than two school-aged children in every five are in school in Burkina Faso, Democratic Republic of the Congo and Niger.

The most recently available data from this region show:

· The gender parity index is 0.86, the largest gender gap among all regions
· Of the 24 countries in the region, only five – Cameroon, Gabon, Ghana, Mauritania and Sao Tome and Principe – are likely to achieve gender parity in primary education by 2005

· Burkina Faso, Chad, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea-Bissau, Mali and Niger have gender parity indices below 0.75
· For every 10 children enrolled in grade one in Chad, only 1 will make it to grade five without repeating.
· Of the 10 countries in the world with the lowest gender parity index for secondary education, 7 are in West and Central Africa
· There were 2 million young people between the ages of 15 and 24 who are living with HIV/AIDS

· In 7 countries in the region, more than 50 per cent of girls between the ages of 20 and 24 were married by age 18.
25 by 2005* acceleration countries in the region:

Benin 
Burkina Faso

Central African Republic

Chad

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Guinea

Mali

Nigeria

*The ‘25 by 2005’ acceleration campaign is a UNICEF initiative designed to intensify efforts in 25 countries in grave danger of failing to meet the Millennium Development Goal of gender parity in education by 2005. Countries were selected for inclusion if they met one or more of the following criteria: enrolment rates under 70 per cent for girls, gender gaps of more than 10 per cent in primary education, more than 1 million girls not in school, included in the World Bank’s Education For All Fast-Track Initiative or ravaged by crises that affect school opportunities, such as HIV/AIDS and conflict.
