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WASH IN SCHOOLS – JOINT CALL TO ACTION 2010
“Raising Clean Hands”

Fast Facts

WASH IN SCHOOLS AND CHILDREN’S HEALTH

· In a group of surveyed developing countries, less than half of all primary schools in the developing countries do not have adequate water facilities and nearly two thirds lack adequate sanitation -- even where facilities exist, they are often in poor condition. 

· One study revealed that more than 40 per cent of diarrhoea cases in schoolchildren result from transmission in schools rather than homes. Damage to children’s mental and physical health and development is comprised due to disease such as diarrhea.

· Children bear the brunt of the global drinking water and sanitation crisis – the cause of 80 per cent of the sickness in the developing world.  
WASH IN SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AND ACHIEVEMENT


· Each year, children lose 272 million school days due to diarrhoea, and an estimated one in three school-aged children in the developing world are infested with intestinal worms.
· Worms affect an estimated 400 million school-aged children in the developing world. Chronic hookworm infestations are associated with reduced physical growth and impaired intellectual development, and children enduring intense infestations with whipworm miss twice as many school days as their infestation-free peers. 

· The average IQ loss per worm infestation is 3.75 points, representing 633 million IQ points lost for the people who live in the world’s low-income countries.

WASH IN SCHOOLS AND CHILDREN AS AGENTS FOR CHANGE (some examples)

· Only 6 per cent of the rural population in Sierra Leone has access to improved sanitation. Through the School Health Clubs of Port Loko District, children are promoting good hygiene and sanitation practices by encouraging their families to build latrines and end open defecation. 

· Malawi’s Safe Water Clubs reaches about 5,500 students in an effort to promote the importance of clean water, good hygiene and improved sanitation by creating songs, dramas and games. As a result of the students bringing the safe water and hygiene message to their homes and families, the community clinic reported a 35 per cent decrease in diarrheal disease cases in 2007 – along with a marked reduction in student absenteeism.

· 
In a project called ‘Dokter Kecil’, or Little Doctors, primary-school students promote good hygiene through community theatre and other interactive events. To convey lessons on the importance of washing hands with the children produce plays for their parents and other community members. “It is far more effective than telling people directly to change the way they do things,” said one supervising teacher.

WASH IN SCHOOLS AND GENDER EQUALITY

· Girls who have reached puberty and female school staff who are menstruating need gender-related privacy. If no privacy is provided, students may not use the facilities at schools, resulting in absenteeism rates that can reach 10–20 per cent of school time.

· A survey conducted in South Africa reveals that more than 30 per cent of the girls attending school had been raped at school. Many of the rapes occurred in school toilets, particularly those that are isolated from the protective environment of the school.

· Women who have been to school are less likely to die during childbirth; each additional year of education is estimated to prevent two maternal deaths for every 1,000 women. Research also shows that for every 10 per cent increase in female literacy, a country’s economy can grow by 0.3 per cent.
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