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Proper diagnosis and treatment key to malaria control in Somalia, says UNICEF
Nairobi, Kenya, 25 April 2008 - Accessing effective diagnosis and treatment is key to control of malaria in Somalia, UNICEF Representative in the country Christian Balslev-Olesen said today on the occasion of World Malaria Day. 
With an estimated 700,000 cases annually, malaria is a major public health problem in Somalia that requires a concerted approach for effective control. The burden is highest along rivers and settlements with artificial water reservoirs where there is all-year-round transmission. Children below five years and pregnant women account for majority of the reported cases and deaths.
“People who suspect they have malaria should get tested before treatment since not every fever is malaria,’ says Balslev-Olesen. “Rapid diagnostic tests and effective drugs have been introduced with support from the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria and UNICEF has been able to guarantee that communities access them.” 
In most African countries where malaria is common, treatment is normally based on assumptions that symptoms of fever are indicative of malaria without testing.  More often individuals start taking action either by self medication through drugs bought over the counter or other local remedies like consulting a local herbalist.

However, through the simple rapid diagnostic test available in all health facilities in Somalia, individuals can get a blood test and within 15 minutes detect if they have malaria parasites. The Global Fund programme has also ensured that positive malaria cases are effectively treated by introducing the WHO approved Artemisinin-based combination therapy (popularly known as ACT). 

ACT is made up of two drugs: Artesunate and Sulfadoxine- Pyramethamine.  Since 2006, UNICEF has been training health workers in the country on malaria treatment using ACT to replace drugs to which there is high resistance. As severely malnourished children are particularly vulnerable to malaria, ACT is also being provided through therapeutic feeding centres. 

“In some instances the true cause of fever may not be malaria and by not getting tested for malaria, individuals can miss the opportunity to treat the real cause of fever,” says Abdinor Mohammed, Malaria Coordinator for the Global Fund programme in Central/Southern Somalia.  “Generally we see that 20 to 30% of persons tested actually have malaria while the others are suffering from other illnesses that require different treatment.”
UNICEF Somalia is using this year’s World Malaria Day as an opportunity to address this growing challenge that every fever is malaria and is launching a campaign to encourage individuals to demand for a test before malaria treatment.
About the Global Fund Malaria Programme – UNICEF is the Principal Recipient of the Global Fund Malaria Grant for Somalia.  The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria has committed $26 million over five years for the malaria control program covering activities such as malaria case management; malaria prevention through education and distribution of insecticide-treated mosquito nets; and capacity building of local authorities.

About the World Malaria Day – Today 25th April 2005, marks the inaugural World Malaria Day previously known as the Africa Malaria Day, in Somalia some partners observed the day on 24th while others on the 26th April to allow Muslim faithful to participate in the commemoration event since today falls on Friday a day set for prayers by the predominate Muslim community. Events will be held in 10 locations spearheaded by the Health Authorities and Global Fund sub recipients.

About UNICEF 

UNICEF is on the ground in over 150 countries and territories to help children survive and thrive, from early childhood through adolescence.  The world’s largest provider of vaccines for developing countries, UNICEF supports child health and nutrition, good water and sanitation, quality basic education for all boys and girls, and the protection of children from violence, exploitation, and AIDS.  UNICEF is funded entirely by the voluntary contributions of individuals, businesses, foundations and governments.
For interviews, please call:  
· Christian Balslev-Olesen, UNICEF Representative, +254 722 514 569 or +254 733 629 933

· Nuradin Dirie (for interviews in Somali and Arabic), +254 722 582 646

· Tanya Shewchuk, Malaria Specialist, UNICEF Somalia. Mobile: +254 723 786 763. Email: tshewchuk@unicef.org. 
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Robert Kihara, Communication Officer, Mobile : +254 721 244 800 or +254 722 206 883. Email: rkihara@unicef.org.
